



















BRITISH CRITIC, 


Eor JUNE, 1802. 





——————— 





Curandum ut placeas tantum dottifque, bonifque, 
Summa quidem laus eft difplicuiffe malis. 
; Ant. PANorRM. 


Let but the learn’d and good approve your ways, 
The cenfures of the bad are folid praife, 








Art. I. An Account of a Geographical and Aftronomical Exe 
pedition to the Northern Parts of Rujfia, for afcertaining the 
Degrees of Latitude and Longitude of the Mouth of the River 
Korima, of the whole Coaft of the T)hut/ki, to the Eaft Cape, and 
of the Iflands in the Eaftern Ocean, firetching to the American 
Cuaft. Performed by Command of her Imperial Majefty, Ca- 
therine the Second, Empre/s of all the Ruffias, by Fofeph Bil- 
lings, in the Years 1785 t0 1794. The Whole narrated from 
the Original Papers by Martin Sauer, Secretary to the Expe- 
dition. 4t0. 21.2s. Cadell and Davies. 1802, 


WHEN we confider the prodigious fpace over which this 
_ gentleman has travelled, and through regions, many of 
which are very imperfeétly known, the firft matter of furprife 
feems to be, that he fhould be able to comprefs fo vaft a mafs 
of matter within fo fmall a compafs. Had he been at all 
verfed in the art of book-making, or had he communicated and 
confided his materials to thofe who are fo, we might eafily have 
had three vaft quartos inftead of one.. Satisfied, however, 
with giving a fimple and perfpicuous narrative of what he ac- 
tually faw, he has difdained all embellifhments whatfoever, has 
Oo introduced 
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introduced no extraneous matter of any kind, but tells his un. 
varnifhed tale like a man, who would rather promote ufeful- 
nefs from his accuracy, than mere amufement from the novelty, 
or admiration from the wonders, of his defcriptions. 

The portion of his travels which Mr. Sauer has more im- 
mediately feleed for the amufement and information of his 
readers, is from Ochorfk north te Zathiverfk and the Indi- 
girka river, thence dire&t ealt tothe river Kovima, down which 
he proceeded to the Icy Sea. Returning up the Kovima, and 
thence by another route to Ochotfk, the travellers crofled the 
fea of Ochotfk to Kamtfchatka, and thence among the Aleu- 
tan Iflands they proceeded to Oonalafhka. From Oonalathka 
they pafled to the north-weft coaft of America, and explored 
the ifland of Kodick, and the various iflands and bays of Prince 
William’s Sound. They again returned to Oonalathka, and, 
S70 St. George’s Channel, St. Paul’s, Gore’s Ifland, Clerk's 

fland, &c. they touched at Point Rodney,. on the American 
coalt, and crofled Baring’s Straits to the Bay of St. Lawrence, 
in the country of the Tfhutfki. Here they feparated ; Com- 
modore Billings, with a fele& party, proceeded over land 
through a region totally unexplored and unknown, and after 
furprifing difficulties, and almoft incredible hardfhips, found 
his way tothe Kovima. Mr. Sauer. the author of this nar- . 
rative, returned by fea with his companions, through the path 
of their former voyage, to St. Peter and St. Paul at Kamt- 
{chatka. 

As we have thus, with fome degree of minutenefs, pointed 
eut the track purfued by the author, the reader may form a 
tolerable idea of the entertainment he may reafonably expec. 
The above track, however, is that only which Mr. Sauer has 
exhibited in his chart. He traverfed no {mall fpace, which is 
not there defignated. ‘The journey from Peterfburgh to Ir- 
kutfk, from Irkuttk down the great river Lena to Yakuthk, ~ 
and from Yakutfk to Ochotfk, comprehends a diftance which 
of itfelf might fatisfy any common traveller, and would 
alone have afforded materials for a large and interefting vo- 
lume. This, however, is very modettly paffed over in lefs 
than forty pages. We cannot help wifhing that the traveller 
would again examine his papers, as a very large portion of 
this {pace has never been defcribed, and is very imperfectly 
known. The region in particular from Irkutfk to the con- 
fines of Chinais worthy of remark ; and we have heard fome 
indiftin@ account of a large migration of people from the 
Ruffian to the Chinefe empire, diftinguifhed by very peculiat 
manners as well as language, concerning whom we could with 
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to have fome determinate communication, which, if we are 
not miftakem, Mr. Sauer is able to give. 

As Ochotfk is the principal place from whence all the ex- 
curfions of the travellers commenced, the following {hort ac- 
count of it may be acceptable to the reader. , 


« The city of Ochotfk is in latitude 59° 19’ 45”, longitude 145° 
16’; built on a neck of land five verfts long, and from 15 to 150 ; - 
thom wide, and its direction dueeaft. It is chicfly pede: of fand, 
fhingles, and drift wood, the whole thrown up by the furf. The fea 
bounds it to the fouth, the river Ochot to the north, and its eftuary 
terminates the neck of land. The town occupies the fpace of about 
one verit in length, contains 132 miferable wooden houfes; a church 


’ and belfry; feveral rotten ftorchoufes; and a double row of thops, 


badly ftocked with handkerchiefs, filks, cloth, leather, and very bad 
trinkets; hams, butter, flour, rice, &c. 

«© The air is unWholefome in the extreme, as fogs, mifts, and chil- 
ling winds, conftantly prevail, which fo much affect the products of 
the earth, that nothing grows within five verlts of the fea. Here 
ftunted and withered larch-trees commence fcantily ; they thicken at 
ro verfts; at 15 verfts a ridge of inconfiderable mountains are crofled, 
which feem to ftop the effects of the fea air; for trees become more 
fizeable, meadows not unfrequent; and a few indigent Yakuti live here- 
abouts, with a very {mall number of horfes and cows, chiefly belong- 
ing to the inhabitants of Ochotfk ; who, except two priefts, and the 
oficers of the courts of juftice, confift of failors, Coffacks, and their 
families, the moft drunken fet I ever faw; but, even in their exceffes, 
obedient, and never infulting to their fuperiors. The fcurvy rages 
here with great violence, owing, perhaps, as much to want of atten- 
tion and cleanlinefs in the inhabitants, as to the climate. 

‘¢ Fifth is the chief food; but the finny tribe appear late, the firft 
glut of falmon afcending the rivers at the latter end of June. Both 
men and women are employed in the fifhery, which they praCtife with 
aaet about 20 feet long, and three or four broad ; one part funk with 
ftores, while the other is kept afloat by pieces of the bark of poplar. 
The net is pufhed into the peer, by means of a long pole, while the 
fifher ftands on the beach. One perfon fometimes has three nets, and 
catches during a tide from eight to twelve hundred. When fifhing is 
over, they fit down on the beach, fplit the fith, and hang them up to 
dry for a winter’s ftock for themfelves and their dogs, which are ufed 
for draft, and each houfeholder on an average keeps twenty. 

“« Every fpring is a time of {carcity of provifions; the dogs then 
become fo ravenous, that it is not uncommon for them to deftroy one 
another; and the firft horfcs that arrive are generally torn to pieces, 

*¢ On our arrival, we dined with Mr. Saretcheff on cold roaft beef, 


. which tafted fo fithy, that we thought it had been bafted with train oil. 


In the afternoon we drank tea at the Commandant’s : this alfo tafted 
of filh ; and when 1 mentioned it to our hoft, he recommended the 


next cup without cream, which was very good. He told me, that the ' 
cattle had been fed for the laft ten weeks entirely upon the offals of | 


fifh, and that the cows preferred dried falmon to bay, 
Q°o:z “ The 
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‘«* The harbour is formed by the river Ochot, flowing from the weft 
and north-weft into the fpacious Bay of Kuchtui, 14 verfts long, and 
about four wide; fhallow, and more than three-fourths dry at low 
water, A river that gives name to the bay falls into its north-eaftern 
extremity under the Mariakan mountains. Thefe two rapid torrents, 
at their junétion, are continually {porting with the banks, removin 
fome, enlarging others, and throwing up new ones: the beds of the 
rivers are compofed of loofe pebbles, from about the fize of a pigeon’s 
egg to that of a fwan’s, ‘The main channel of the Ochot is only na. 
vigable for {mall empty veffels one mile upwards; for in many places 
the depth is only one-half to two and a half feet, or fix to eight feet 
at high water. 

«* The communication with the fea has the appearance of an artifi- 
cial cut 250 fathom wide, about 150 Jong, in a direction due fouth, 
and from fix to feven fathom deep: the current three to five knots 
rippling. ‘The fudden check that the ftream receives from the fea is 
the caufe of a bank in the form of a crefcent, fouth fouth-weit, and 
weft, the diftance of a mile and half out: a bar continues to extend 
weftward, leaving a channel five feet deep at low water only, 30 fathom 
wide, but frequently fhifting ; and this is the only navigable paflage. 
A very violent furf conftantly breaks over the bar, and all along the 
fhore. At the time of the equinoétial gales, the {pray wets the houfes 
of the town, and feems to threaten the deftraction of the whole place. 
Shoal water continues out to fea; and at the diftance of eight miles, 
the depth is only 10 fathom, with a bottom of loofe ftones, not com- 
et enough to hold an anchor againft even a moderate breeze of 
wind. 

** Such is the picture of a place where we purpofe building two 
fhips of 260 to 300 tons burthen!” P. 40. 


‘The fifth Chapter, which contains an account of Mr, Sauer’s 
expedition from Ochotfk to Zafhiverfk, and thence to the Ko- 
vima, introduces us to the Tungoofe, and acquaints us with the 
author’s mode of travelling on a rein-deer. 


‘«* Having with me the fhip-builder and my fervant, at three P, M. 
i left the party, mounted on a beautiful young rein-deer ; the faddle 
placed on its fhoulders, without ftirrups; no bridle, but a leather thong 
about five fathom long tied round the head of the deer ; this is kept 
in the rider’s left hand, that he may prevent its efcape if he falls, and, 
when refrefhing, have a little fcope to feleét its food. A ftrong ftick 
about five feet long aflifls the rider to mount; though the Tungoofle, 
for this purpofe, ufe their bow ; ftanding on the right fide of the deer, 
they put the left leg upon the faddle, lean on the ftick with the right 
hand, and fpring up with aftonifhing apparent eafe: we, however, 
could not effe&t it by any means without affiftance ; and, during about 
three hours travelling, I dare fay that we fell near twenty timese The 
top of the faddle is fquare and flat, projecting a few inches over the 
fides of the deer; the feat is fecured ™ drawing up the calves of the 
legs toward the thighs, and clinging faft to the projecting parts of the 
faddle, which at firft caufes aftonifhing pain to the thighs: phen! 
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third day, however, 1 became a very expert rider; the thipboilder 


could not — it at all, and went for the moft part on foot; of 
courfe my travelling was not very expeditious,” P, 44. 


The defcription of this people alfo is curious, 


«* The Tungoofe wander over an amazing extent of ground, from 
the mouth of the Amour to the Baikal Lake, the rivers Angara, or 
Tungoofka, Lena, Aldan, Yudoma, Mayo, Ud, the fea coaft of 
Ochotfk, the Amicon, Kovima, Indigirka, Alafey, the coaft of the 
Icy Sea, and all the mountains of thefe parts; conftantly on the look- 
out for animals of the chafe. ‘They feldom refide more than fix days 
in one place, but remove their tents, though it be to the {mall diftance 


of 20 fathom, and this only in the fifhing feafon, and during the time. 


of colleéting berries in fuch folitary places as are far diftant from the 
habitations of Coffacs. Here they leave their fupplies of dried fith 
and berries, in large boxes built on trees or poles, for the benefit of 
themfelves and their tribes in travelling during the winter. Berries 
they dry by mixing them with the undigefted food (Jichen) out of the 
ftomach of the rein-deer, making thin cakes, which they fpread on the 
bark of trees, and dry upon their huts in the fun or wind, 

‘* They feem callous to the effetts of heat or cold; their tents are 
covered with fhamoy, or the inner bark of the birch, which they ren- 
der as pliable as leather, by rolling it up, and keeping it for fome time 
in the fteam of boiling water and {moke, 

‘¢ Their winter drefs is the fkin of the deer, or wild theep, dreffed 
with the hair on; a breaft-piece of the fame, which ties round the neck, 
and reaches down to the waift, widening towards the bottom, and 
neatly ornamented with embroidery and beads; pantaloons of the fame 
materials, which alfo furnifh them with fhort ftockings, and boots of 
the legs of rein-deer with the hair outward; a fur cap and gloves, 
Their fummer drefs only differs in being fimple leather without the 
hair. 

‘© They obtain fupplies of food from the Ruffian inhabitants of the 
Amicon, Indigirka, Uyandina, Alafey, Kovima, Zafhiverik, Ochothk, 
&c, They are religious obfervers of their word, punctual and exaét 
.n traffic ; fome few are chriftened ; but the greater part are Demono- 


- latrians, have their forcerers, and facrifice chiefly to evil {pirits. 


‘© An unchriftened Tungoofe went into one of the churches at 
Yakuttk, placed himfelf before the painting of Saint Nicholas, bowed 


very refpettfully, and laid down a number of rich fkins, confifting of 


black and red foxes, fables, fquirrels, &c. which he took out of abag. 
On being afked why he did fo, he replied, “* My brother, who is 
chriftened, was fo ill, that we expefled his death, He called upon 
Saint Nicholas, but would have no forcerer. I promifed, that if Ni- 
cholas would let him live, I would give him what I caught in my firft 
chafe. My brother recovered, I obtained thefe fkins, and there they 
are.” He then bowed again, and retired. 

«© They commonly hunt with the bow and arrow, but fome have 
rifle-barreled guns. ‘They do not like to bury their dead, but place 
the body, dreffed in its béit apparel, in a ftrong box, and fufpend it 
between two trees, The implements of the chafe —o to the 
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deceafed are buried under the box, Except a forcerer is yery near, 


no ceremony is obferved ; but in his prefence they kill a deer, offer a 
part to the demons, and eat the reft. . 

‘“* They allow polygamy ; but the firft wife is the chief, and is at- 
tended by the reft. ‘The ceremony of marriage is a fimple purchafe 
of agirl from her father; from 20 to 100 deer are given, or the bride. 
groom works a ftated time for the benefit of the the bride’s father. The 
unmarried are not remarkable for chaftity. A man will give his 
daughter for a time to any friend or traveller that he takes a liking to; 
if he has no daughtey, he will give his fervant, but not his wives. 

«« They are rather below the middle fize, and extremely active; 


have lively fmiling countenances, with final] eyes ; and both fexes are 
y smuing Ces, ) 
great lovers of brandy. 


*« T afked my Tungoofe, why they had not fettled places of refi- 
dence? They anfwered, that they knew no greater curfe than to live 
in one place, like a Ruffian, or Yakut, where filth accumulates, and 
fills the habitation with flench and difeafe. 

«© They wander about the mountains, and feldom vifit fuch plains as 
are inhabited by the Yakuti; but frequently refort to the folitary ha- 
bitations of the Coffacs appointed to the different ftages, as they are 
generally fupplied with brandy, needles, thread, and fuch trifles as 
are requifite among them and their women, who always accompany 
them in their wanderings,” P. 47. 


The following Chapter deferibes the inhabitants of the re- 
gion about Virchni Kovimfkoi, and contains much curious and 
interefting matter. We next accompany the author down the 
Kovima to the Icy Sea, where no difcovery of any importance 
feems to have been made ; and from whence, in oppofition to 
the opinions of the author, confirmed by Mr. Shmaileff, Mr. 
Billings foon declared his intentions to return to Neifhni Ko- 
vima. The eighth Chapter repreferts the departure of the 
travellers from the Kovima, on their return to Yakutfk, a 
valt {pace; containing, doubtlefs, various objeéts of in- 
tere(t and curiofity, but to which the author dedicates not quite 
twenty pages. “The account of the Kovima is very fatisfac- 
tory ; and its natural hiftory detailed with great pains and in- 
genuity. At Yakutfk the author met with the celebrated and 
unfortunate Mr. Ledyard, whofe hiftory and melancholy fate 
the reader will find circumftantially related, in the account of 
the proceedings of the African Affociation, drawn up by the 
late Mr. Beaufoy. This gentleman was an object of diftruft 
to the Ruffian government, and was accordingly feized at Ir- 
kutfk, whither he went from Yaku'fk with Mr. Billings, and 
was hurried back to Mofcow. His intention was te accompany 
the expedition to the American Continent, which he intended 
to explore on foot. This Chapter contains the account of 
two expeditions to the Icy Sea, by Ruflians, The ar 
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jeft Yakutfk for Ochotfk ; but immediately returned to pafs 
the winter at the former place. 

The tenth Chapter contains a curious and agreeable account 
of the Yakuti, or inhabitants of the diftri& about Yakurfk, 
We extract the following account of fome of their cere- 
monies. 


«* I have not traced any atrocious vices among the Yakuti or Socha. 
Robberies are feldom committed ; fometimes, indeed, they lofe cattle ; 
but this I believe to be more the effect of their ftraying than their be- 
ing ftolen, as detection is almoft certain ; for they have an aftonifhing 
memory, and relate all their lofles at every public meeting, as wed- . 
dings, &c. and if any one has in his travels feen fuch a beatt as is de- 
feribed, he relates where and when; thus they are traced, and the pu- 
nifhment is, not only reftoration to the party injured, but the thief is 
compelled to make good all the loffes of the other Yakuti during the 
year, whether he has ftolen the property or not. If an accufation be 
laid again{ft any by his companion, of having ftolen and eaten or kil- 
led cattle, he muft either pay for the fame, receive a flogging (which is 
very difyraceful) or take an oath of his innocence; and, fhould an in- 
nocent man be accufed, he will, in general, rather pay for them than 
take the itipulated oath, which is adminiftered with the following ce- 
remony : 

«* A magician places his tambour and drefs before the fire, the.em- 
bers of which are burning. ‘The accufed ftands before it, facing the 
fun, and fays: ** May I lofe during my life all that man holds dear 
and defirable, father, mother, wives, children, relations; all my pof- 
feffions and cattle; the light of the fun, and then my own life ; and 
may my fpirit fink to eternal mifery (mung taar) if 1 be guilty of the 
charge laid againft me!” ‘The magician throws butter on the hot 
embers; the man accufed muft then ftep over the tambour and drefs, 
advance to the fire, and {wallow fome of the exhaling {moke from the 
butter ; then, looking to the fun, fay, ‘* If 1 have fworn falfe, de- 
prive me of thy light and heat.” Some of the tribes clofe the cere- 
mony by making the accufed bite the head of a bear; becaufe they 
allow this beaft to have more than human wifdom, and fuppofe that 
{ome bear will { afterwards] kill the aggreffor. 

‘* They are very revengeful of iniults; nay, even entail revenge 
on their progeny: nor do they ever forget a benefit received ; for 
they not only make reftitution, but recommend to their offspring the 
ties of friendfhip and gratitude to their benefactors. ‘They are very 
obedient to their chiefs and oghoniors, and fhew their attachment by 
frequent vifits and prefents. ‘They are extremely hofpitable and at- 
tentive to travellers, efpecially to fuch as behave with a degree of 
good nature, and very inquifitive and intelligent; for they afk quef- 
tions freely, and anfwer any without embarrafiment or hefitation. 
They are anxious to fecure friendfhip and a good name, and feem to 
ftudy the difpofitions of fuch as may be of fervice to them, to whom 
they are liberal in prefents, and even in flattery. They deliberate in 
council on all matters of public concern, as the courfe to be taken by 
each in the chafe, &c, ‘Ihe oghoniors are furrounded by: the yo 
an 
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and their advice is always taken, I have never feen an old man con. 
tradicted or oppofed, but always as implicitly obeyed as a father of a 
family. A young man ever gives his opinion with the greateit ref. 
pect and caution; and even when afked, he fubmiss his ideas to the 
judgment of the old. 

‘¢ The Yakuti are a healthy and hardy race, bear the extremes of 
heat and cold to an aftonifhing degree, and travel in the fevereft frofts 
on horfeback, frequently fuffering much from hunger ; they are, how- 
ever, fubjeét to rheumatic pains, boils, the itch, and fore eyes ; and 
great numbers were carried off, in 1758 and 1774, by the {mall-pox 
and meafles: the fhamans are their doctors. ‘They are extremely fu- 
perftitious, and almoft every tribe has its object of veneration, but not 
of worfhip, as the eagle, the {wan, the ftailion, &c. Ravens, crows, 
and cuckoos, are ominous birds; if thefe perch near their huts, they 
dread fome misfortune, which is only to be averted by fhooting the 
bird. Eagles and large birds of prey are, on the contrary, the tore- 
boders of yood, They always take care that the doors of their huts 
fhall face the eaft, ‘The fire-place is nearly in the middleg the back 
of the chimney towards the door, and a free paflage quite round it, 
The fides of the hut are furnifhed with benches and {mall cabins, 
which ferve for fleeping places. The bench extends about four feet 
into the hut, where the inhabitants fit. ‘The men keep the fouth fide, 
and the women the north. Except the hoftefs, no woman may give 
any thing to eat or drink to a male ftranger before the fire-place, but 
muft walk round the chimney to prefent 1. 

«* ‘They never wath any of their eating or drinking utenfils; but, 
as foon as a dith is emptied, they clean it with the fore and middle 
finger; for they think it a great fin to wafh away any part of their 
food, and apprehend that the confequence will bea fcarcity, ‘Their 
earthen veffels they keep extremely clean, becaufe they can make them 
fo by burning, in which cafe the fire accepts the remains that adhered 
to the fides. Before they begin to eat any thing, they throw a {poon- 
ful into the fire as an offering of thanks. ‘The rich are efteemed to 
be under the protection of the gods ; but the poor are rejected as 
forfaken, and only protected by their relations, or obliged to hire 
themfelves out to work. Every Yakut bears two names, and 1s never 
called by the right, except in cafes of neceflity ; thus they think they 
evade the fearch of the evil fpirits bent on tormenting them, ‘They 
never mention the dead, except allegorically, and leave the hut to 
ruins wherein any one has expired, thinking it the habitation of 
demons. 

«« ‘Travelling with Captain Billings to the river Mayo, I obferved 
the following offering in the hot of Surtuyea Birdugin, an unchritt- 
ened prince or chief, to Sheflugai Toyon, and bis wife Akfyt, tor the 
bleffing of children, called Ogo Oyetto, the child’s neft. It wasa 
horfe-hair cord tied round the chimney, leading to the fleeping place 
of the hot and hoftefs, ornamented with bunches of horfe-hair. Two 
round pieces of the bark of birch, to reprefeat fun and moon, fufl- 
pended ; alfo the reprefentation of a ftallion and a mare formed out 
of the bark, and a tew wooden dolls drefled. 'The cord was faltened 
to the pott at the head of their bed, where was placed a wicker _— 
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with mofs and fur at the bottom ; and on a little table in the batket 
was fet avery {mall wooden bowl, containing boiled flour; all of 
which was placed by a fhaman with great. magic ceremony. The 

rince has three wives, and was married fifteen years without havin 
Pid any children, before this offering was made ; but afterwards eac 
of his wives bore their fhare ot children, and he has now fix fons and 
daughters. This account was related to Captain Billings and me in 
the comet ef Mr. Hornofsky, the captain of the diftriét of Yakut, 
by the prince himfelf: each wite has her feparate dwelling fome miles 
diftant from either of the others; and a fimilar offering is placed ia 
each of their huts, 

«¢ At the time of parturition, the hufband is called, and two tkilful 
women in his prefence affift the delivery. If a fon be born, a fat mare 
js killed on the third day; all the neighbours are invited to fupper ; 
the child is rubbed all over with fat, and a name given to it,—the 
more infign'ficant the better, for an elegant name would entice the 
demons to be continually about it. No ceremony is obferved if the 
child be a daughter.” P. 122, 


On. leaving Yakutfk, the travellers once more proceeded to 
Ochotfk, where two new veflels were launched for their ufe ; 
one of thefe was wrecked, and, as it fhould appear by this nar- 
rative, from the obftinacy or ignorance of Mr. Billings. 
They determined immediately to proceed to Kamfchatka, on 
their paflage to which place they difcovered an ifland, to which 
they gave the name of Jonas’s Ifland, 


(To be continued.) 





Art. II. Philofophical Tranfactions of the Royal Society of 
London for the Year 1801. Part 1. 


(Concluded from our laft, p. 495.) 


V. Account of a monfirous Lamb. In a Letter from Mr. 
A. Carlifle. 


THE monftrous lamb, whofe extraordinary conformation is 
de fcribed in this paper, was fent by the late Dr. Pulteney, of 
Blandford ; and was, by the defire of Sir Jofeph Banks, exa- 
mined by Mr. Carlifle. The following paragraphs contain 
the moft material part of his obfervations. 


“« The head is difproportionably {mall; there being no other re- 
femblance to the natural form than in the external ears, which ara 
brought together by their infertions in the front part of the head: the 


apertures, called by anatomifts meatus externi, are wanting. ieely 
diate 
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diately between the infertion of the ears, an opening prefents itfif, 
Jined with cuticle, and capable of receiving a yr the fize of the 
human male urethra. The outer furface ‘ef the head is regularly 
clothed with wool; and there are no appearances of abrafion, or me- 
chanical injury, having taken place at an early period of its formation ; 
fuch as are obferv able in monfters, and perhaps fometimes produced by 
the rubbing of the umbilical cord, or by the contiguity of the uterine 
contents, whilft the young animal is yet in a fofe ftate. 

‘© The whole of the organs which are naturally found in the face, 
are, in the prefent inftance, defective: no veltiges of the cyet the nofe, 
or any of the apparatus belonging to the mouth, are to be feen. The 
cranium is perfeétly formed into hard bone, and bears a near refem- 
blance to the head of a tortoife; it is about the fize of a plover’s egg. 
The os hyoides, and its pr ceffes, are in the natural ftare: there is no 
other part of the tongue. The cartilages of the larinx, together with 
their mufcles and veflels, are in their places, faving the epiglotiis, 
which is joined in with the common ap rture, making a cartilaginous 
ring. bi: ‘bones, mufcles, blood-veffels, and nerves of the neck, are 
mnitural, Under the fkirn, which lies between the cartilaginous infer- 
tions of the outward ears, there is a {mall deprefflion in the fyail, in 
which are lodged three regularly formed bones, of a tooth-like ftruc- 
ture, imme ried 3 in a gelatinous fubflance, like that which is found in the 
bony part of very young growing teeth; from the fhape and fize of 
thefe bones, added to their fituation and the want of enamel, I take 
them to be portions of the officula auditus, run together, and united 
ito matics. The internal furface of the cranium ts neatly lined with the 
dura mater; it is deficient in all the procefies which divide the different 
portions of the brain. ‘Pheanterior limits of this cavity terminate at 
the hinder a of the fulci; where the middle lobes cerebri ought to 
be lodged. The internal carotid arteries enter the {kull as ufual, and 
form the bafil ary artery; which foon divides itfelf again, tor the fup- 
ply of the pia mater an d brain of this moniter. ‘The pia mater erve- 
lopes the brain, as is ufual, and is unconnected with the dura mater ; 
thefe membranes being each of them fmooth, loofe, and natural. | 
was furprifed to find the whole cerebrum, and all its nerves, deficient: 
the cerebellum difpofed guite orderly, and the following pairs of 
nerves nearly in their natural fituation. Virft, a large pair, at the an- 
terior inferior part, which is analagcus to the crura cerebri: thefe 
feem to ftand in the place of the fixth pair, only that their whole fub- 
ftance termina’es in the upper cerv IC: * ganglion of the intercoftal chain 
of nerves. Secondly, a large cou air, 2nalagous to the feventh, 
coming out at she tuberculum an: m ire, and pen etrating the meatus 
auditorius internus: the portio dura of this dot ib le pair appears on the 
fide of the neck, after its exit from the cranium; the portio mollis re- 
mains in the labyrinth of the organ of heari ing. From the fides of 
the medulla oblong: ose immediately at tts grigin, a number of feparatc 
fibrils come out, which are joined into one common chord, becoming 
the par vagum, and being finally difperfed in the ordinary manner. 
The aceeflorius to the par vargum, comes up from the medulla fpinalis, 
and takes its departure with its ufual companion, Nota veftige of any 
other nerve appears in the cranium; the c avity being pertectiy f; ed, 
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and all the parts free from difeafed appearance, ‘The vena magna 
Galeni, or a vein-analagous to it, pafles down the hinder part of the 
cerebellum, into the Jateral finufes, which are the only receptacles for 
the returning blood ; and all the veins of the pia mater open dire@ly 
into thefe finuics, Upon cutting through the centre of the brain, lon- 
gitudinally, the intermixture of the corucal and medollary fubftances 
form the appearance calied Arbor vitz, in a perfectly natural ftate ; the 
textures of thofe two fubilances being firm and natural. The fourth 
and only ventricle is unufually large; and the portio mollis of the fee 
yenth pair of nerves arifes from its infide, as is ufual. The anterior 
rounded ends of the crura cerebri, prefent a mafs of healthy medullary 
fubtance. The opter furface of the cerebellym is divided into the 
parallel layers or folds, and thofe vermiform precefles, which diftin- 
guith its general chara¢ter.” 


The plate which accompanies this paper exhibits four figures, . 


namely, a front view of the head, and part of the neck of this 
moniter ; the naked fkull, and part of the neck difleGted ; three 
pieces Of bone, fuppofed to be the rudiments of the officula 
auditus; and the brain with its uerves, 


VI. An anatomical Defcription of a Male Rhinoceros. By 
Mr. H. Leigh Thomas, Surgeon. 


Of this curious fpecies of animals, very little has hitherto 
been known with fuflicient accuracy. Dr. J. Parfons gave the 
Royal Society a defcription, with a drawing of the external 
paris of a young rhinoceros, which, as far as it goes, appears 
to be quite correct, 

The fubjeé&t upon which Mr. Thomas made the obferva- 
tions, which form the contents of the prefent paper, was 
brought from the Eaft-Indies to England, where, after a cer- 
tain time, he was attacked with a difficulty of breathing, and 
died before he had attained his third year. 


‘© In the courfe of this time,” this author obferves, ‘* he had be- 
come perfectly docile and tame; but never, by a¢tions or otherwife, 
exprefied the {mallett regard or affection for his keeper, or for any of 
the people who occafionally fed him; neither was he eafily irritated, 
but preferved, on all occafions, the moft perfect indifference and ftu- 
pidity. He was fed chiefly upon hay and oats, alfo potatoes, and 
other frefh vegetables; his confumption of which was prodigious, 
exceeding that of two or three working horfes. It would appear, 
that this animal had noi arrived at near its full growth: he was fcarcely 
fo high as a two year cld heifer; but the bulk of his bedy, by mea- 
furement, corfiderably exceeded the length. The horn, which is 
affixed to the upper lip of the adult rhinoceros, was here juft begin« 
ning to fprout. The hoofs were divided into three obtufe parts: the 
foles of the feet were well defended by a large mafs of elaftic matter, 
¢overed by a ttrong horn-like fubftance,” 
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With refpeé&t to the internal peculiarities of this animal, 
we mult refer our anatomical readers to the paper itfelf, The 
flru&ure of the eye of the rhinoceros, appears to be confidera. 
bly different from that of other animals. The peculiarities of 
that organ are delineated in a plate, which accompanies the 
paper, and which likewile exhibits a portion of the jejunum 
inverted, to fhow the foldings of its internal membrane. 


VIT. Demonftration of a Theorem, by which fuch Portions 
of the Salidity of a Sph ere are affigned, as admit an Algebra 
Expreffion, By Robert Woodhoufe, A. M. &c. 


This author relates that, in the fecond volume of the Me- 
moirs of the National Inftitute, Mr. Bolfut announces the 
following theorem. 


“© If a {phere be pierced perpendicularly to the plane of one of it: 
teat circles, by two cylinders, of which the axes pats through the 
middle points of two radii that contpofe a diameter of this great cir- 
cle, the two portions, thus taken away from the whole folidity of the 
fphere, leave a remainder equal to two ninths of the cube of the 
fphere’s diameter.” 


But as Mr. Boffut does not give the analytical demonftration 
of the fame, Mr. Wooditoufe having found it, ftates it tn the 
prefent paper, the contents of which are not fufcepuble of 
any abridgment. 


VIIT. 9 Account of the Difcovery of Silver in Herland Copper 
Mine. By the Rev. Malachy Hitchins. 


Herland mine is fituated in the parifh of Gwinear, about feven 
miles N. E. of St. Michael’s Mount, on the fouthern coaft of Corn- 
wal] ; and two miles and a half from the mouth of the river Hayle, 
on the northern coaft of the fame county : it is contiguous to Prince 
George mine.” 


After a fhort defi cription of this mine, which is illuftrated 
by a plate, this writer obferves, that 


«« the faéts which deferve to be firft noticed are, the confined and 
infulated pofition of the mafs of filver ore; its great depth from the 
furface of the mine; and its contiguity to a copper lode. 

‘The lode in which it occurs is one of thofe crofs courfes, as they 
re here called, which interfect and derange the copper lodés, and con- 
Sinteudly are of a more recent formation. 

*« Lodes in this direGlion are ufually filled with quartz, but fre- 
quently produce e galena; and fometimes, inttead of galena, fulphurated 
antimony. ‘They appear here to conform to the fame laws, except i 
the particular inftance now to be deferibe -d, which forms, indeed, a 


very remarkable exception. 
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‘« No ores of filver were obfervable in this lode, until at the depth 
of 110 fathoms from the furface, or 80 below the adit or level; and, 
at the farther depth of 32 fathoms, they difappeared. 

«© They have been difcovered only in the neighbourhood of one of 
the interfeCted copper lodes, extending no where above 12 feet from 
this lode, on the north, or above 32 feet from it, on the fouth, and 
acquiring this their greateft extent at the deepeft level ; for, the ufual 
dimenfions of the filver ore are not more than fix feet in the former 
§ruation, and 12 feet in the latter, 

‘« Jt is remarkable, that at the point of contact or interfeétion, the 
contents of the filver lode are fo poor as to be fcarcely worth faving j 
and thofe ot the coppet lode are much lefs produtive of copper than 
ata little from this point. Moreover, that the copper lode, in the vi- 
cinity of the interfection, feems to have been influenced by the fame 


caufes of improvement and declenfion as the crofs lode ; —- richer 
e 


or poorer in copper, as the latter was, at a correfpondent level, in 
iilver. 
« The richeft mafs of filver ore was found at the depth of two fae 


thoms above the level at which it difappears,” 


It feems that this ore confifts of galena, native bifmuth, 
grey cobalt ore, vitreous filver ore, and native filver; which 
la(t article is chiefly found in a papillary form. : 

About 180.tons of this ore havealready been raifed, and the 
miners feem confident in the hopes of greater fuccefs, 


IX. Account of an Elephant’s Tufk, in which the lron Head 
of a Spear was found imbedded, By Mr. Charles Combe, of 
Exeter College, Oxford. 


This tufk weighed 50 pounds, and was fuppofed to have 
been brought from Africa. 

«« When it was delivered into the hands of the workmen, they per 
ceived, on the tufk being fhaken, a rattling noife, about 2} feet from 
the bafe ; and, in confequence, made a tranfverfe fection, fomewhat 
below the part wlience the found proceeded, Here, upon enlarging 
the aperture by a chiflel, they diftinguifhed a hard extraneous body 5 
and, on making other fe€tions, found it to be an iron fpear-head, cons 
fiderably corroded.” 

It is remarkable, that the texture of the furrounding ivory 
fhows no mark of external injury ; and the fpear-head ts fitus 
ated in the dire€tion of the natural cavity of the tufk, pointe 
ing towards the apex of the tufk ; hence it is conjeQtured, that 
the {pear entered at the bafis of the trunk. 

A plate, with a delineation of the {pear, and of its pofition 
in the tufk, accompanies this paper. 


X, Defcripe 
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X. Defcription of the Arfentates of Copper, and of Iron, 
from the County of Gsrnwall. By the Count de Bournon, 


SeGtion |. Arfeniates of Copper. 

This author begins by obferving, that the different afpeds 
under which the natural combination of the arfenic acid with 
copper has been found, demanded a particular examination of 
their mode of combination; and that the tine f{pecimens yielded 
within the laft two years by anew copper mine lately worked, 
fupplied the materials for the examination of their externat 
characters, a defcription of which forms the fubje& of the 
prefent paper. 

This new copper mine is called Huel Gorland, and is fitu- 
ated within the parifh of Gwennop, in Cornwall. 

It appears that the arfeniates of copper, or what went by 
that name, had been imperfectly defcribed by certain mine- 
ralogifts, and had beer quite miftaken by others. It is about 
twenty years fince the arfeniates of copper were difcovered in 
Cornwall, either in Carrarach mine, or in Tincroft mine. 
But nolarge fpecimens of it hadever been found, and they had 
entirely ceafed to be found in either of thofe mines, when the 
Huel Gorland mine began to be worked ; and fine fpecimens 
of this mineral were extrated. 

«< The matrix,” this author fays, “* of this is filicéous, fometimes 
eryftalline, and fometimes in an anamorphous mafs. Here and there 
we find mixed with it, in greater or lefs profufion, all the known oxides 
of copper ; many of che argillaceous oxides of iron; alfo grey vitre- 
Ous copper ore. ‘This laft is often found differing from its ufual ap- 
pearance, in a manner which I believe has not hitherto been taken no- 
tice of. 1 think it fhould make a diftin¢t variety among the deep yel- 
low copper ores, under the name of yellow hematitic copper ore.” 


This author then proceeds to defcribe the various colours, 
the hardnefs, and the forms of thofe arfeniates. He is induced, 
from their more general appearances, to divide the arfeniates 
into four fpecies ; and his divifion was remarkably juftified by 
the fubfequent analyfis of thofe minerals. 

Species 1ft. Arfeniate of copper, in the form of an obtufe 
oftaedron. 

Species 2d. Arfeniate of copper, in hexaedral lamine, 
with inclined fides. 

Species 3d. Arfeniate of copper, in the form of an acute 
oétaedron. 

Of this fpecies, this author reckons five varieties ; namely, 
1. Capillary, of a determinate form, 2. Capillary, of an in- 
determinate form. 3. Jn cryftals perfectly regular for a - 
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of their length, and fibrous at their extremity. 4, Amian- 
thiform. And, 5. Hamatitiform. 
Species 4th. Arfeniate of copper, in the form of a triedral 
prifin. 
Se@tion II. Arfeniates of Iron. 
There are two fpecies of thofe arfeniates ; namely, 1ft. The 
fimple arfeniate of iron. 


« This {pecies cryftallizes in perfect cubes ; fometimes, though 
rarely, they are a little flattened ; their fides are {mooth and bril- 
liant.”” | 


od. The cupreous arfeniate of iron. 


‘«« The cryttals of this {pecies are of uncommon brilliancy, and are 
perfectly tranfparent. Their form is a rhomboidal tetraedal prifm, 
having two of its edges very obtufe, and the other two very acute.” 


The various forms of the cryftallized arfeniates, both of 
coppet and of iron, are delineated on three plates, which fol- 
low the paper. 


XT. Analsfis of the Arfeniates of Copper, and of Iron, de- 


fcribed in the preceding Paper; likewife an Analyfs of the red 


Octuedral Copper Ore of Cornwall; with Remarks on fome par 


ticular Modes of Analy/is. By R. Chenevix, I fq. M.R.1.A. 


This paper is divided into three Setions, the firft of which 
contains the analyfis of the arfeniates of copper. 

Of the various proceffes which might be ufed for the analy- 
fis of thofe minerals, Mr. Chenevix defcribes two only, which, 
after frequent trial, were found preferable to the reft. 


‘© By reducing,” he fays, ‘* to powder any of the arfeniates of 
copper here fpoken of, and then expofing them to heat in a platina 
crucible, the water of cryftallization was quickly diffipated. Bur, as 
too great a degree of heat volatilized fome portion of the arfenic acid, 
it was found neceflary to moderate the heat; and in order that every 
particle of water might be finally expelled, to prolong it. When the 
diminution of weight was afcertained, the refiduum was diffolved in 
acetous, or, ftill better, in dilute nitric acid, and nitrate of lead was 
poured iv. Arfeniate of lead, and nitrate of copper, were thus form- 
ed, by double decompofition ; but when more nitric acid had been 
ufed than was itriétly neceffary to diffolve the arfeniate of copper, no 
precipitate appeared, till the liquor had been evaporated. When the 
evaporation was pufhed too far, part of the nitric acid, contained in 
the foluble nitrate of copper, flew off; and that nearly infoluble cu- 
preous nitrate, firit mentioned by Mr. Prouft, was produced. To ob- 
viate both fhconveniences, alcohol was added, immediately before the 
liquor was quite evaporated, and long after the precipitate had begua 
to appear; in a few minutes all the arfeniate of lead fell to the bote 
tom, while the nitrate of copper was he)d in folution, Thefe new 
products 
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products being feparated by filtration, the fpirituous liquor was dif. 
tilled; and, from the nitrate of copper, the quantity of that metal 
contained in the ore was obtained, by boiling the folurion with pot. 
ath or foda. 

‘© Another method, which may be deemed fhorter, and perhaps 
even more accurate, to analyze arfeniate of copper, is as follows: Af. 
ter the quantity of water has been e(timated, the remainder may be 
treated by either of the fixed alkalies, which will combine with the 
acid, and leave the brown, the only real oxide of copper, in the fame 
tate as that in which it exifted in the ore; the alkaline liquor may be 
neutralized, as above, and the proportions determined in the fame 
manner.” 


This author then defcribes the analyfis at large of each fpe- 
cimen, and ftates the refults; to which he adds a variety of 
proper and ufeful remarks. 

From a general view of thofe proceffes, it appears, 


«s it, That natural arfeniate of copper exifts in three different 
tates of combination ; the firft containing 14 per cent. the fecond 2; 

rcent, and the third about 29 per cent. of acid. 

‘* adly. ‘That each of thefe may contain different proportions of 
water, either as conftituting a hydrate, or as water of cryttallization, 

* 3dly. That upon lofing its water, arfeniate of copper will pafs 
from blue to pale green, and finally to brown. 


«« athly. That this laft is the only arfeniate of copper, all the 
others being arfeniates of hydrate of copper,” &c. 


Se€tion II. Arfeniates of Iron. 

This Se&tion contains the analyfis of the arfeniates of iron, 
from which it appears, that 100 parts of the cupreous arfeniate 
of ironcontain of Silica . . . 3 

Arfenic acid . 33,5 
Oxide of iron 27,5 
Oxide of copper 22,5 
Water . . « 3&2 
oo 
Alfo, that 100 parts of the fimple arfeniate of iron contain, 
MNCS sw se VS 
Arfenicacid . 31 
Oxide of iron 45,5 
Oxide of copper 9g 
wae... ». « 


100,0 
Se&ion III. Analyfis of the Red Odtaedral Copper Ore, 
in which the metal exilts in a ftate hitherto unknown in na- 
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After the account of the various experiments made with 
this mineral, Mr. Chenevix fays : 


« From the foregoing experiments it appears, that copper exifts in 
this ore in a ftate hitherto unknown in nature; and that it contains 
much lefs oxygen than has ever been fufpected in aay oxide of copper; 
for, irom the quantity which was precipitated in the metallic ftate by 
iron, it appears to be combined in the proportion of about 11,5 per 
cent. ‘To confirm this idea, and afcertain as nearly as I could the pre- 
cife quantity, I diffolved 100 parts in nitric acid ; then boiled with 
pot-afh, and filtered, One hundred and eleven remained upon the 
filter, which, as they had combined with a new portion of oxygen 
from the nitric acid, were in the ftate of black oxide, and correfpond 
exactly to 88,75; fo that I believe I hall be within one per cent, of 
the truth, in afferting the proportions to be 88,5 of copper, to 11,5 
of oxygen.” 


This volume of the Philofophical Tranfa@tions concludes 
with the 


Meteorological Fournal, kept at the Apartments of the Royal 
Ssciety, by Order of the Prefident and Council. 


This Journal, which commences with the ift of January, 
1800, and is continued to theend of the fame year, confifts, as 
ufual, of eleven columns; namely, for the days of the month ; 
Six’s thermometer, which fhows the greateft degree of heat 
and of cold that has taken place during the abfence of the ob- 
ferver ; the time of obfervation, which is at feven or eight 
o’clock in the morning, and two in the afternoon; the a€tual 
degree of Fahrenhcit’s thermometer, Kept without the houfe ; 
the like within; the height of the barometer ; the degree of 
the hygrometer ; the quantity of rain in inches and decimals ; 
the direction of the wind ; the ftrength of the fame; and the 
ftate of the weather. 

It appears that the greateft heat, as indicated by Six’s ther- 
mometer, is 89%, which was obferved on the 2d of Augutft ; 
the greateft cold is 18°, which was obferved on the rff of Ja- 
nuary ; the mean temperature for the whole year is §0%,5. 
From the obfervations with the ordinary thermometer, the 
mean temperature for that whole year is 51°,1. The greateft 
height of the barometer, namely, 30,45 inches, was obferved 
on the 25th of July; the leaft, namely, 28,75 inches, was ob- 
ferved on the 17th of May ; the mean height for the whole 
year being 29,9 inches. The greateft height of the hygrome- 
ter, namely, 95°, was obferved on the 4th of January; the 
leaft, namely, 41°, was obferved on the 12th of Auguft ; the 
mean for the whole year being 79°,2. The whole quantity 
of rain fallen in the rain gauge, throughout the year, amounts 
to 18,925 inches, ; 

Pp ArT, 
BRIT. CRIT, VOL, XIX. JUNE, 1802. 
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Art. III. Minfrrelfy of the Scottifo Border: confifiing of 
Hiftorical and Romantic Ballads, collecied in the Southern 
Counties of Scotland ; with a few of modern Date, founded 
upon local Tradition. Jn Two Volumes. 8vo. 306 and 

92 pp. 18s. Kelfo printed; fold by Cadell and Davies, 
Lond: 1802. 


It appears, from various paflages in Bifhop Percy’s Reliques 

of Ancient Englith Poetry, as well as from the teftimony 
of the learned editor, that the Minftrels, to whom he was in. 
debted for the many animated ballads colle&ed in that valuable 
mifcellany, were principally natives of the north countrie ; 
that is to fay, of the marfhes or borders of England and 
Scotland. We were therefore led to hope that, by a careful 
fearch through thofe provinces, the native country of our 
poetry, many fimilar compofitions would be found to exift, 
either amongft the MSS. ufually accompanying family records, 
or preferved by oral tradition ; and it is to fuch a fearch, car- 
ried on, as it appears, with unwearied patience, and certainly 
dire&ted by much tafte and learning, that the prefent elegant 
colle&tion owes its exiltence. 

The two volumes now publifhed contain three claffes of 
poems, arranged under three diftin& heads, as expreffed in the 
title-page. “The Introduction to the work comprifes a rapid 
furvey of border-hiftory, or, rather, a feries of hiftorical an- 
ecdotes, from the decline of the Roman empire to the union 
of the two crowns ; together with a fhort but mafterly tketch 
of the general charaéter and manners of the border-tribes. 
Fach ballad is alfo accompanied by a preliminary effay, in 
which its fubjeé is explained, and its probable date afcertain- 
ed, by the authority of fome hiftorical document : and it is 
followed by notes, explanatory of thofe minute allufions to 
cotemporary manners, or to local fcenery, which would efcape 
the attention of Englifh readers. ‘The few difficulties of lan- 
guage which were peculiar to the work are removed, by glof- 

arial notes at the bottom of the page. In thefe illuftrations 


of his fubjeé&t, Mr. Scott {a diftinguifhed advocate at the Scot- 


tifh bar) has availed himfelf of his profeffional knowledge to 
point out the influence produced, by peculiar fyftems of law, 
en the maagners of nations. The ** Bond of Alliance, or 
FEUD-STAUNCHING,” printed in the Appendix to the Intro- 
du@ion, No. 3, ‘* the Bond of Manrent,” p. 57, &c. are 
worth many volumes of differtation on the feudal policy of 

our ance(tors. 
It is evident, that a poetical mifcellany thus edited will pre- 
fent, under the humble title of a colle&tion of ballads, a moft 
3 interefting 
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interefting and lively, and often a moft inftru@ive, comment 
on the hiftory of the times to which they refer. The great 
political events of each reign are to be found in every hiflori- 
cal abridginent ; but we here behold a delineation of the 
fcenes on which they took place, the minor incidents by which 
they were accompanied, the impreffions they made on the ac- 
tors, with all the modifications which they received from paf- 
fion and national prejudice. But the direét and immediate 
purpofe of the publication is to colle& materials for the hif- 
tory of border-poetry ; a molt intricate fubjeét, the full dif 
cuflion of which is referved for a third volume, intended to 
conclude the work. In the fame volume, it feems to be Mr. 
Scott’s intention to print the original romance of * Sir Trif- 
tram,” of which a copy was difcovered (we believe by Mr. 
Ritfon) in the Advocate’s Library in Edinburgh ; and to this 
romance, the compofition of Thomas of Erceldoun, the father 
of Scottifh Poetry, will be added other popular tales and bal- 
lads, communicated to the editor through various channels, 
but excluded from the prefent volume, becaufe they did not 
immediately relate to the particular traditions of the border, 


«© The more rude and wild the ftate of fociety,” fays Mr. Scott, 
‘the more general and violent is the impulfe received from poetry 
and mufic. ‘The Mute, whofe effufions are the amufement of a very 
{mall part of a polifhed nation, records, in the lays of infpiration, the 
biftory, the laws, the very religion of favages, Where the pen and 
the prefs are wanting, the flow of numbers oe upon the memory 
of pofterity the deeds and fentiments of their forefathers. Verfe is na- 
turaily conneéted with mufic ; and, among a rude people, the union 
is feldom broken. By this natural alliance, the lays, ‘* fteeped in the 
ftream of harmony,” are more eafily retained by the reciter, and pro- 
duce upon his audience a more impreffive effet. Hence, there has 
hardly been found to exift a nation fo rude, as not to liften with en- 
thufiafm to the fongs of their bards, recounting the exploits of their 
foretathers, recording their laws and moral precepts, or hymning the 
praifes of their deities, But, where the feclings are frequently 
ftretched to the highett tone, by the viciffitudes of a life of danger and 
military adventure, this predifpofition of a favage people to admire 
their own rude poetry and mufic is heightened, and its tone becomes 
peculiarly determined, It is not the peaceful Hindu at his loom, it is 
not the timid Efquimavux in his canoe, whom we mutt expect to glow 
at the war-fong of Tyrtazus, ‘The mufic and poetry of each country 
muft keep pace with their ufual tone of mind, as well as with the ftate 
of fuciety. , 

‘© The morality of their compofitions is determined by the fame 
circumftances. ‘lhofa themes are neceffarily chofen by the bard, 
which regard the favourite exploits of his hearers ; and he celebrates 
only thofe virtues, which from infancy he has been taught to admire, 
Hence, as remarked by Lefley, the mufic and fongs of the Border 
P pz were 
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were of a military nature, and celebrated the valour and fuecefs of 
their predatory expeditions. Razing, like Shakfpeare’s pirate, the 
eighth commandment from the decalogue, the minftrels praifed their 
chieftains for the very exploits, againft which the laws of the country 
denounced a capital doom. An outlawed freebooter was to them 2 
more interefting perfon, than the king of Scotland exerting his power 
to punifh his depredations; and when the chara¢ters are contrafted, 
the latter is always reprefented as a ruthlefs and fanguinary tyrant, 
Sr ens&r’s defcription of the bards of Ireland applies, in fome degree, 
to our ancient border. As of a moft notorious thief, and 
wicked outlaw, which had lived all his life-time of fpoils and robbe. 
ries, one of their bards in his praife will fay, ** that he was none of 
the idle milk-fops that was brought up by the fire-fide, but that moft 
of his days he {pent in armsand valiant enterprizes; that he never did 
eat his meat before he had won it with his fword ; that he lay not all 
night flugging in his cabin under his mantle, but ufed commonly to 
keep others waking to defend their lives, and did light his candle at 
the flames of their houfes to lead him in the darknefs; that the day 
was his night, and the night his day,” &c.—The fame concurrence of 
circumftances, fo well pointed out by Spenser, as dictating the topics 
of the Irith bards, tuned the border-harps to'the praife of an outlawed 
Aamstronc or Murray.” P, xc. 


This analogy, which might evidently be carried much fur- 
ther, and the whole of the preceding reafoning, will be con- 
firmed by the*following fpecimen, which we fele& merely as 
being one of the fhorteft of the hiftorical ballads, and as 
requiring no illuftration. 


*« JoHNIE OF BReaDisuex, 
Johnie rofe up in a May morning, 
Called for water to mn hands 
* Gar loofe to me the gude graie d 
That are bound wi’ iron bands,” = 


When Johnie’s mother gat word a’ that 
Her hands, for dule, fhe wrang— 

** © Johnie! for my bennifon, 
To the grenewood dinna gang! 


Eneugh ye hae’ o’ the gude wheat bread, 
And eneugh o’ the blude-red wine ; 
And therefore, for nae vennifon, Johnie, 

_I pray ye, ftir frac hame!”’ 


But Johnie’s bufkt up his gade bend bow, 
His arrows, ane by ane; 

And he has gane to Durrifdeer, 
To hunt the dan deer down. 


As he came down by Merriemafs, 
And in by the benty line, 

There has he re a deer lying, 
Aneath a buth of ling, 
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Johnie he thot, and the dun deer lap, 
And he wounded her on the fide; 

But, atween the water and the braec, 
His hounds they laid her pride, 

And Johnie has bryttled* the deer fae weel, 
That he’s had out her liver and lungs; 
And wi’ thefe he has feafted his bludey hounds, 

As if they had been Erl’s fons. 


They-.eate fae much of the vennifon, . 
And drank fae much o’ the blude, 
thee Jo and a’ his bludey hounds, 

afleep, as they had been dead. 


And by there cam a filly auld carle, 
An ill death mote he die! 

For he’s awa to Hiflinton, 
Where the Seven Forefters did lie. 


«* What news, what news, ye ee carle 2 
What news bring ye to me ?”— 

“* I bring nae news, faid the gray-headed carle, 
Save what thefe eyes did fee. 


As I came down by MerriemaGs, 
And down among the fc . 
The bonnieft childe that ever I faw, 
Lay fleeping amang his dogs. 
The fhirt that was upon his back, 

Was o’ the Holland fine; 
The doublet, which was over that, 
Was o’ the Lincome twine, 


The buttons, that were on his fleeve, 
Were 0’ the gowd fae gude ; 

The gude graie hounds he lay amang 
Their mouths were dyed wi’ blude.” 


Then out and fpak the firft forefter, 
The heid man ower them a’— 
** If this be Johnie of Breadiflee, 
Nae nearer will we draw.” 4 


But up and {pak the fixth forefter, 
His fifter’s fon was he; 

*¢ If this be Johnie of Breadiflee, 
We foon fhall gar him die!” 


The firft flight of arrows the forefters thot, 
They wounded him on the knee ; 

And out and fpak the feventh forefter, 
«© The next will gar him die!” 
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Johnie’s fet his back againft an aik, 
His fute againit a ftane; 

And he has flain the feven forefters, 
He has flain them a’ but ane, 


He has broke three ribs in that ane’s fide, 
But and his collar hane ; 

He’s laid him twa fald ower his fteed ; 
Bade him carry the tidings hame. 


«© O is there na a bonnie bird 
Can fing as I can fay ? 

Could flee away to my mother’s bower, 
And tell to fetch Johnie away ?” 


The ftarling flew to his mother’s window-fane, 
It whiitled, and it fang ; 

And aye, the ower-word 0’ the tune 
Was ‘* Johnie tarries lang!” 


They made a rod 0’ the hazel bufh, 
Another o’ the flae-thorn tree ; 

And mony, mony were the men > 
At fetching our Johnie. 


Then out and {pak his auld mother, 
And faft her tears did fa’— . 

** Ye wad na be warn’d, my fon Johnie, 
Frae the hunting to bide awa! 


Aft hae I brought, to Breadiflee, 
The lefs gear* and the mair ; 
But I never brought to Breadiflee 

What griev’d my heart fae fair! 


But wae betide that filly auld carle ; 
An ill death fhall he die! 

For the higheft tree on Merriemafs 
Shall be his morning’s fee.” 


Now Johnie’s gude bend bow is broke, 
And his gude graie dogs are flain; 

Aad his body lies dead in Durrifdeer, 
And his hunting it isdone.” P. 59. 


Among the Poems contained in this volume are two wholt 
charaler is very peculiar. Thefe are the ‘* Fray of Suport,” 
(p. 184) and the ** Lyke-wake Dirge.” (P. 226) The firltisa 
fort of war-whoop, cxprefled in fomething like {tanzas, and ap- 
parently adapted toa mufical chant : the other, a fpecies of apof- 
trophe toa departed foul, intended ta be fung by thofe who watch 
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the dead body. Both are fingularly uncouth and favage ; but 
their wildnefs has a terrific effect, which would perhaps be di- 
minifhed, if they were more eafily intelligible. 

The Romantic Ballads, which occupy the greater.part of 
the fecond volume, though lefs interefting to the hiftorian, 
will probably afford more amufement than the former clafs to 
the generality of readers, becaufe they contain greater variety 
of incident, and are more highly coloured with A marvellous; 
befides which they pofflefs, in addition to much poetical merit, 
that of recalling to our memory many of the fictions with 
which we have often been delighted. The ballad of «* King 
Henrie,” for inftance, is very analogous to the. ‘* Marriage of 
Sir Gawain,” (in Bifhop Percy’s Reliques) the fubje€t of which 
has been treated by Chaucer and Gower, and is apparently 
borrowed from an Icelandic Saga, which Mr. Scott has quoted 
(p. 129) in the Latin tranflation of Torfzus. In the «* Gay 
Gofs-hawk”, we find an incident adopted by the Italian no- 
velifts, and by Shakfpeare in his Romeo and Juliet. The bal. - 
lad of ‘** Lord Thomas and Fair Annie”, exhibits one of the 
trials in the well-known tale of Grifelidis ; and is faid by Mr. 
Scott to refemble the ‘* Lay le Frain”, written by Marie de 


. France, a tranflation of which, by fome contemporary min- 


ftrel, is preferved in the Advocate’s Library. ‘* Kempion” is 
evidently a fragment of fome ancient lay or fabliau; indeed 
the editor declares himfelf convinced, that ** the farther our 
refearches are extended, the more we fhall fee caufe to believe, 
that the romantic ballads of later times are, for the moft part, 
abridgments of the ancient romances, narrated in a fmoother 
ftanza, and more modern language.” We fhould be glad to 
offer to our readers a fpecimen of this very pleafing clafs of 
poems ; but they are generally too long for this purpofe, and 


_to abridge would be to mutilate them. 


It would, however, be unjuft to difmifs this part of the work, 
without noticing the Effay *« on the Gothic Syftem of Mytho- 
logy,” which forms the introduction to the Ballad of ‘ the 
young Tamlane.” In this comprehenfive Effay, which brings 
into one point of view all the materials colle&ted by preceding 
writers on the fubje@&, Mr. Scott has fhown, that the fuperfti- 
tious notions concerning the Elfen of the Saxons, the Duergar 
of the Scandinavians, the /ubterraneous people of the Germans, 
and the Peris or Fairies of Perfia and Arabia, were all modified 


and combined in the ancient popular creed adopted by the 


Norman Trouveurs, and by them tranfmitted to their Englifh 
fucceffors, Gower, Chaucer, &c. that having received, from 
the creative genius of Shak{peare, various embellifhments and 
additions, it became more analogous to, though itll poses 
rom, 
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from, the fplendid Mythology of the Eaftern nations ; while 
the coarfer features of the Gethic original were ftill preferved 
among the border-minftrels, and remain to this day among 
the peafantry of Scotland. This differtation, which is en- 
livened by many appofite ftories. and iluftrated by various ex. 
traéts from original works of very difficult accefs, is equally 
calculated to amufe the moft curfory reader, and to intereft 
and inftru&t the learned. Among the moft pleafing of thefe 
extracts, is the quotation from Orfeo and Heurodis ( Orpheus 
and Euridice) a beautiful MS. Romance preferved in the Ad. 
vocate’s Library. 

The “ imitations by modern authors,” which conclude this 

art of the work, confift of only four articles ; namely, The 
Eve of St. John, Lord Soulis, The Cout of Keeldar, and, 
Glenfinlas. The firft and laft of thefe, the compofition of the 
editor, were inferted in Mr. Lewis’s Tales of Wonder, of 
which they certainly formed the brighteft-ornament ; but as it 
is impoflible to eftimate correétly the merits of an imitation, 
without comparing it with the original, we rejoice that thefe 
noble Poems have been transferred to their natural place in this 
volume. The other two pieces, written by Mr. Leyden, 
poflefs confiderable merit ; but would be perhaps more gene- 
rally pleafing, if they reprefented lefs exactly the obfcurity of 
tranfition, and harfhnefs of chara&er, obfervable in the early 
border. poetry. 

We fhall now difmifs, for the prefent, this truly elegant 
collection, referving our further criticifms till Mr. Scott thall 
have laid before us his whole ftock of materials; but we can- 
not conclude without obferving, that a corre&t Map of the 
Scottifh Border would be a moft valuable addition to the third 
volume of a work, which proves, in almoft every page, how 
much the hiftory of a country is capable of being illuftrated 
by an exact knowledge of its topography. 





Art. IV. The Beauties of Wilthire, difplayed in ftatifiical, 
hifterical, and defcriptive Sketches, illufirated by Views of the 
principal Seats, Fc. with Anecdotes of the Arts. Two Volumes 
Svo. 11. 4s. Vernorand Hood. 18or. 


HIS isthe fame kind of elegant publication, and produced 
by the fame fkilful hand, as the Beauties of England and 
Wales, noticed with commendation in our number for 8 




































Britton’s Beauties of Wiltfire. 577 


rile The reader however is not to imagine, that the Beauties of 
ved Wiltthire are fele&ed with no other view than to difplay the 
ong editor’s profeffional fkill as an artift, and to exhibit a gaudy and 
en- ornamented volume in compliance with the meretrictous tafte 
ex- of the day. Mr. Britton is a native of Wiltthire, ‘* his ear- 
ally lieft breath was drawn within its limits, the gambols of his 
re(t infancy were aGted in its rural vales, and the happy days of 
refe fchoiaftic initiation, were all paffed in its humble villages.” 
eus Topographical works, when executed by individuals fuffici- 
Ad- ently accomplifhed, may be made to ferve the nobieft purpofes, 
‘To mark the various changes of domeftic manners, and poli- 
this tical characters, is no lefs interelting and amufing, than ex- 
lhe tenfively ufeful. The caufes and the confequences of inter- 
and, rupted peace, and civil commotions, fhould form an important 
the part of our moral ftudies, and may inftruét us all to be more 
, of valuable as men, and ufeful as fubje&ts. In this work, the 
AS it author has been attentive to what muft necefflarily conftitute 
ion, the leading features of fuch performances, Hiftory, Agricul+ 
hefe ture, Biography, and the Arts. The places more particularly 
this illuftrated, and defigns of which embellifh the work, are, Sa- 
den, lifbury Cathedral, Wilton Houfe, Fonthill, Stourhead, Long- 
nes leat, Bowood, and Chippenham. 
y of On this laft town, the author dwells with more than com- 
arly mon fondnefs ; it was long the place of his refidence, As the 
| other articles have again and again been defcribed by elegant 
gant and able pens, we fhall take our {pecimen from this part of the 
hall work ; and, in doing fo, we with to give Mr. B. a teflimony of 
can- our refpect. 
the «« Chippenham is a town of confiderable importance, not only on 
hird account of its great antiquity, but alfo from its increafing commerce, 
how arifing from the eftablifhment of its extenfive clothing manufactories, 
ated which, in conjunction with its favourable fituation as a principal thos 
roughfare to the weftern cities, will, in all probability, foon caufe it to 
affume a rank little inferior to any in the county. 
** It is faid the name of this town originated in its market, for 
<a which it has been famous for many centuries, Chyppanham, in the 
Saxon language, fignifies a market-place ; thus, cyppan, means to buy, 
ical, and cypman, a buyer, or merchant. 
7 ‘* Chippenham was a principal town of the Weft Saxons, and ap. 
parently a favourite refidence of their kings, whofe palace was he. 
_— queathed by the great Alfred to his youngeft daughter, Ethelfleda, 
*« Not a veftige of this building is remaining; but it is generall 
fuppofed to have joined what is now called the Angel Inn; a hou 
uced there having always been diftinguifhed by the name of the palace, till 
and within thefe feven years, when the whole building was entirely demo- 
rch. lifhed to make room for a modern ftructure. ‘That the whole of this 


building had ftood from the time of Alfred, may ne Serre 


ee be 
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but that certain parts were of great antiquity, was evident; among 
thefe may be reckoned the mafly walls and heavy pointed arched porch ; 
from the latter, however, it may be inferred, that this building was of 
a date pofterior to the time of Alfred; as the arch of the Saxons was 
enerally circular; but that they occafionally mixed the circular with 
pointed arch in their buildings, is evident from thofe at Malmf-. 
bury abbey, &c. 

** But in addition to the maffivenefs of its walls and porch, fome 
parts of the timber-work exhibited traces of being the performance of 
no recent period ; the floors, for inftance, of hard oak, and very thick, 
were evidently executed without a faw. The mouldings, likewife, of 
one or two of the door-cafes, and part of the raintont, were not 
bay with a plan¢, but appear to have been chipped ont with a 

ifel. 

«* Of the ancient hiftory of this town, there is little upon record; 
what feems moft to be depended on is, that when Alfred with inferior 
forces had conquered the Danes, and made them fign a treaty by which 
they engaged to quit the kingdom, they treacheroufly poffeffed them. 
felves ot this placé, and being ftrengthened by numbers of their coun- 
trymen, foon obliged the Saxons to difperfe, and their monarch to feek 
fecurity in difguife, and take refuge in the cottage of a neatherd, as [ 
have ftaied in the account of Eddington. 

‘* This town, in the time of Richard the Second, belonged to the 
Hungerford family ; but reverting to the crown on the death of Lord 
Hattings, was given by Richard the Third to John Howard, Duke of 
Norfolk. It was reftored by Henry the Seventh to the heirs of its 
former poffeffors, 

«« Chippenham is fituated in a fine fertile valley, on the banks of the 
Jower Avon, over which river thére is a handfome free-ftone bridge, of 
twenty-one arches. This has been much widened, and neatly orna- 
mented with baluftrades and lamps. 

** It is to be remarked as an extraordinary circumftance, that the 
widening of this bridge, which took place about four years ago, was 
intended to accommodate foot paffengers with a fafe path-way over it, 
which was certainly wanted; in the execution of the work, however, 
its defign was forgotten, for the foot paflenger is ftill left to make his 
way, amidft the horfes and carriages, with what fafety he can. 

** A traditional ftory informs us, that this bridge was firft given by 
Queen Elizabeth; who, going through the town, was much pleafed 
with the attention of the inhabitants, but equally incommoded in 
paffing the ford at the entrance. This, however, is contradicted in 
the charter granted by Queen Mary, which proves that a bridge was 
then in exiftence, by her having given certain tra€ts of land for the 
purpofe (among other things) of keeping it in repair. The town is 
very populous, and of confiderable extent ; the principal ftreet is about 
half a mile in length. ‘Though the inhabitants have done much by 
their judicious alterations and improvements; yet, I truft, they will 
not leave their patriotic plans half completed ; the disfiguring clutter 
of old houfes, the fhabby town-hall, and the butchers’ fhambles, are 
Gifcordant objects, and do not unite in harmony with the furrounding 
buildings, &c, 
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«* Near the centre of the town is the corn-market, in an open fpace, 
where the fariners ufed to aflemble with their faleable feeds, &c, In 
this area is ereéted a large ufeful town pump, which is furrounded with 
iron palifadoes ; but this water being too hard for fome domeftic pure 
pofes, two or three perfons are employed to convey the river water to 
differentpartsof the town, for which they receive one farthing a pail-full % 
orthree-pence per barrel. The river Avon tkirts three fides of the town; 
yet the centre and fourth fide are deficient of water. Chippenham is 
gather peculiarly circumftanced with refpeét to this important article 
of human fubfittence ; for, though pone fupplied in all its parts 
with {pring water by means of wells, yet the generality of them prp- 
duces what is called hard water ; whereas, the well in which the rown 
pump ftands, being very deep, has the advantage of a fuperior kind of 
fluid, not quite fo fott as the river water, nor fo hard as thofe {prings 
which flow in veins nearer the furface of the earth, 

© The church isa venerable, handfome ftruCture, fuppofed by Cam. 
den to have been founded by the Hungerfords, yet without fufficient 
evidence to warrant this fuppofition, 

«¢ ‘The arms of the family, it is true, are to be feen on the tower, 
and in different parts of the church, both within and without, parti-. 
cularly on a poriion of the walls called Hungerford’s Chapel ; yet the 
body of the fabric is unqueftionably of much older date than the time 
when the Hungertords became Lords of Chippenham, 

*¢ As Walter, Lord Hungerford, in the reign of Henry the Sixth, 
obtained the royal grant for founding a chantry within the parith of 
this place, to pray tor the good eftate and fouls of his fons, as well as 
for thofe of Henry the Fifth, Catherine his wife, &c. it feems proba- 
ble, that at the time he erected the above-mentioned chapel, the whole 
building underwent a general repair ; that confiderable additions were 
made to the original remains; and that the tower, or at leaft the {pire 
part of it, was then built. 

‘© The fouth fide of the church is ornamented with battlements, and 
Gothic pinnacles. The infide is decorated with a large handfome or- 

, and abounds with curious old monuments; among which the fal- 
owing are worthy of notice, from their peculiarity. 

** An old tomb, with this infcription : 


«* Armiger hoc tumulo jacet hic generofus opaco 
Andreas Baynton, gui nominatus erat, 

Quem genuit miles bene notus ubique, Edoardus 
Hujus erat heres, nune requieftit humo,” 


«© In this dark tomb lies the worthy Sequins, named Andrew Bayn- 
ton: alfo, the well-known Knight, his fon and heir, Edward, here 
lies buried.’ ‘ 

*¢ The following infcription is on a flat ftone in the wall, on the 


north«fide of, the church, near the pulpit, ere¢ted to the memory of a 
Mr. Ely, formerly an attorney of this town : 


<* Neare to this place lyeth the body of John Ely, gent, fometimes 
burgeffe of this towne, who died Nov. 25th, 1663. 


: « "Tis 
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‘* Tis well 1 am ftone, for to preferve his name, 
Who was, if mortal be, without blame ; 

In his religious, civil prattice, juft ; 

In his calling no traitor to his truft. 

If this report confuming time fhall weare, 

And wipe out,—fearch Heaven's Records, ’tis there.” 


** There is alfo the following infcriptions in the chancel: . 


'#* Neare unto this place lieth interred the body of Mr. Jofeph 
Glare, the late vicar of this parifh, and his two fons, which faid vicar 
departed this life the 26th day of December, 1680. 


‘© Starrs fall, but in the groffnefs of our fight, 
A good man dying, the world doth lofe a light. 
While we lament our lofs fuch lights put our, 
The Heavens triumph above, the angels fhout. 
If virtue itfelf with virtuous man could dye, 
Reader, thou then might fay, here it doth lye.” 


We can have no fcruple in giving our opinion, that thefe 
are two very clegant and amufing. volumes; and when we 
confider their form, and embellifhments, we think the price 
put upon them very reafonable, Publifhers are too apt to 
make fome flight frontifpiece or vignettes, indifferently exe. 
cuted, a pretence for materially enhancing the price of books. 
But the plates to this work, as were thofe to the Beauties of 
England, are executed with the hand of a mafter. The 
Frontifpieces, in particular, which exhibit the Weft and 
South Eaft fronts of Salifbury Cathedral, are remarkably beau- 
tiful. The engraved Vignette, reprefenting a view of Stonee 
henge, is no lefs fo. 





Art. V, A Comparative View of the Public Finances, $e. 
(Concluded from p. 381.) 


"THE conclufion of our remarks on this tra&t, though fully 
prepared, we have been obliged to poftpone, to give ad- 
miflion to newer matter. We fhall now refume, and finith 
our critique, 

On the protracted ‘ tedioufnefs” of the term of the re- 
demption of the debt by the fund, fomething further remains 
to be faid; it is deduced from the do@trine of annuities, inti- 
mately mixed with every queftion relating to this fubject; a 
branch of mathematical fcience, which Mr. Morgan has the 


reputation of having very fuccefsfully cultivated. If he had 
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on this queftion had recourfe to one of its fimpleft pra@ical 
applications, he would have found, that although war has 
brought on us burthens, not nearly counterbalanced by fuch a 
circumftance, yet rapidly as it increafed the debt, the fund 
having been relatively increafed by it in the fame period with 
about double that celerity, it has abridged the term of its en- 
tire extinction [till future ; and by what number of years may 
be fhown by the following approximation. Let it be conceived, 
that the firlt finking-fund, like the fecond, continues to be in- 
creafed by the intereft of the capital difcharged, after its 
amount fhall exceed four millions* ; and let it be fuppofed 
alfo, that the capitals are all of one kind, or at one rate of 
intereft, an aflumption tacitly made in moft computations on 
the debt ; and when the fund is at any period faid to be a cer- 
tain fractional part of the capital. Now in January, 1802, 
the free-fund amounted to 5,585,000]. and its amount, added 
to the intereft of the permanent capital, to 21,534,000l. and 
the former being taken to have con(tantly increafed at com- 
pound intereft at 93 per cent. the rate taken for future terms 
above, will amount to the fum of 21,534,001. in thirty-fix 

ars and feven months (that is, in the feventh month of the 
year 1838) or the capital be then finally extinguifhed ; for the 
quantity of the intereft thereof, reverting to the commiflioners 
in the term, will be that of the whole. _ 

The free-fund, in 1793, amounted to 1,612,o00l1. and the 
fum of the fund, and the intereft of the debt, to 9,524,000. 
to which latter fum, the fund will amount at the fame rate of 
intereft, in forty-eight years and a few days, or at the end of 
the year 1841. Whence the period of extinétion, now future, if 
the peace had continued, would have been prolonged two years 
and five months. It may be added, that the fimple infpe&ion 
of the price of ftock in the beginning of 1792, and termi- 
natingin April, on the twentieth day of which month war was 
declared by France againft the Emperor, evidently indicates, 
that the fmaller of the two funds muft have lowered the in- 
tereft of the market to 3 per cent. in a relatively fhort period, 
if there had been a tolerable fecurity for the continuance of 
peace ; and if that rate of intereft had continued to this time 
by its prolongation, the war would be found to have fhortened 
the period of redemption, by five years and fiye months. 





® This is an effeCtive confolidation, a meafure which we had ftated 
would probably be adopted, in our review of Mr, Rofe’s Brief Exami- 


nation, in May, 1799, p> 514 Another 
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Another pofition of Mr. M.’s nauft be confidered, that the 
finking-fund is formed ‘* by the impofition of heavy taxes, in 
addition to thofe which are neceflary for paying the annual inte~ 
re{t” of the debt. What has colour of juftice, and what has none 
atall, in this unqualified did?um, tor which no evidence is 
attempted to be brought forward, fhall now be fhown. 

After the American war, our commerce foon having re. 
gained its former ftate, began to flourifh in every branch with 
new and unexpected luxuriance ; its roots fhot out wider, and 
making way for themfelves into new and unexhaufted foil, ac- 
quired a higher and a prolific vigour, and pufhed up into light 
that beautiful fcion, the finking-fund ; a production, at the 
firft inflant of its appearance, of the higheft expectation, and 
which, watered and nurtured by an enlightened and aifiduous 
care, has already grown into a noble and towering tree, 
From the firmnefs of its trunk, and the healthy growth of 
its expanding head, it already gives a {trong protection to the 
parent plant, on the quarter on which it was moft expofed ; 
and holds out the affured promife of fhelter and fecurity, 
again(t that dark and terrible (torm which had long threatened, 
and mutt at laft have burft upon us, and levelled every thing 
in one general ruin. 

This initial fund of a million was not obtained by the im- 
pofition of new taxes; and if it had, and this tract of Mr. 
Morgan been reviewed by Dr. Price, he would have faid, ** i 
OUGHT ¢o have been done, becaufe it MUST have been done, or 
the nation bave funk*.” It was generated by a fpontaneous 
increafe of the revenue by trade, and in the manner we have 
called gratuitous. The fame is true likewife of the fubfe- 
queat annual grant of 200,0001. money arifing from the fame 
fource. The annuities for lives, and years fallen in, and 
amounting to 127,02s5l. make a third gratuitous part of the 
fund ; and the intereft of the capitals redeemed by its opera- 
tion in the whole term, amounting to 1,815,454!. a fourth. 
The fum of thefe four articles is 3,596,190. part of the whole 
fund of 6,049,003]. Mr. M.’s unreftricted affirmation there- 
fore fails apparently as to three fifths of the whole. 

For the remainder 2,452,813}. it was entirely the product of 
aGtual taxation ; but not a neat addition to what our total of 
payment on account of debt would have amounted to without 
afund. Here, however, what Mr. M. has faid of the whole 
amount appears fomewhat colourable ; yet fome part of it, 
at leaft, muft have been of the kind before defcribed, as appa- 





* Rev. Pay. v.i. p. 206. 
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rently onerous, but really gratuitous ; an addition to the pub- 
jic property, the fund, by the diminution of the intereft of ¢a- 
pital ; and Dr. Price, in exprefs words, admits that fuch di- 
minution is one of the great properties of a finking-fund. 
« The ttocks,” he affirms, ** would always be kept up by 
the operation of the fund, and, in proportion to the fums 
vielded by it, the public would be able to borrow money more 
advantageoully, and lefs would be added to its burthens™.” 
Now fums thus pledged to the fund, inftead of being pledged 
to the creditor, are relatively gratuitous acquifitions to it, and 
the quantum fo acquired, in the late war, confiderably exceeded 
the amount of the grants to the finking-fundt. 7 
Thefe 





* Rev. Pay. vol. i. p. 204. 

‘t+ This point had been confidered by us very fully ; but the length to 
which our procefs ran prevents us from giving it a place here: we thal, 
however, give a fummary of its refults. From the tables of ftock in 
all paft periods, the average ratio of the price of the firft term of 34 
years to the final price of ftock in peace is known ; that-is, in all cake 
where there is no effective finking-fund. In the laft peace, it thus was 
fhown that its price would have been 66°4821. per cent. the actual 
average of 1792 was fo high as 8g*8ol. per cent. particular reafons dee 
termined us to take it at the lower rate of 86°76]. reducing the re- 
fulting advantages of the fund ; but even thus it was found, that if 


_ the ftate had begun the war with the ftocks at the lower price, 66°4821. 


and had fuddenly come into the poffeffion of a finking-fund equal in 
amount to that at the beginning of the war, as by the falling in of a 
great mafs of annuities; and it had afterwards received the fame aug- 
mefts yearly as it aétually did ; the intereft of the debt alone wo 
have amounted to 10,952,000l. its true amount was 8,392,439). the 
difference of which fums, 2,559,5611. exceeds the grants to the fink- 
ing-fund by 63,0131. 

This is the lofs attending the deferred poffeffion of the fund only ; 
but the true queftion is, what addition would have been made to the 
total payment for debt,. if the ftare had not come into the poffeffion 
of the fund per faltum, at the beginning of the war: and it is obvious, 
that the average of the free-fund for the nine years it lafted having 
been 3,473,000]. this fum being taken as employed in every year in 
the purchafe of ftock, intereft was much lower at the end thereof, or 
when the loan came to be made, than if there had been no fund; - 
therefore, in that cafe a very great addition muft have been made to 
the relatively fmall difference of gotal payments, 63,01 31.— Durin 
the war it was added, that the loans were diminithed by divers con 
butions of a new kind, and ftock fapported by the fale of a part of 
the land-tax, and that the joint of both nearly double that of 
the finking-fund laft confidered; yet thefe being means equally appli 
eable with or without a fund, are to be brought to account in get 
cafe, ’ ts 
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Thefe obfervations might have fufficed on what Mr. M. has 
faid, on the oppreffive addition made to our taxes to form a 
finking-fund, and the futility of the hope founded on it ; but 
we fhall add another, as it militates equally againft that popu- 
lar error we have above confidered, and this of Mr. Morgan, 
having thus a double connetion with what precedes. It relates 
to an unnoticed property of the finking-fund, which, when 
ftated, will appear alfo a neceffary fupplement to what goes be. 
fore. We therefore conclude by thowing that if, in the lat 
peace, the increafe of commerce, and of the value of the 
flocks, were cotemporary, the firft was fo far from being 





But as there was a great increafe of commerce nearly cotemporary 
with the eftablifhment of the fund, and much accelerated in the war, 
a great part of the fupport of the ftocks here attributed intirely to the 
fund will be, dy mof, afcribed to this argument. Againft their opi- 
nion it was fhown, that a great permanent addition to the commerce of 
a {tate, made in any fingle year, requiring a great new capital ; its ef- 
fects in the ftock-market refembles thofe of a loan; depreffing prices 
either abfolutely, or relatively, by retarding the celerity of their ad- 
vance: and, at the end of the year, if every other circumftance went 
on in its old courfe, a certain portion of the year’s profits of the new 
capital would be brought for purchafes into the market; and fo on, in 
the following years, After the lapfe of a certain number of years, 
the firft effect of raifing the commercial fupplies would be annihilated; 
and ever after the new profits would raife the ftock, and fupport it 
higher than it would have been, if no fuch fupply had been called for; 
but the firft period, on the -moft favourable fuppofitions, is of a confi- 
derable number of years, and probably not lels than ten or twelve. 

But when new and large demands for permanent capitals yearly arife, 
the depreffion of the ftock, whether abfolute or relative, does not ceafe 
with the firft year, as before, but it goes on increafing to a maximum, 
which takes place when the effet of the demand of the firft year ceafes 
in the market, or in ten or twelve years. It begins then to decreafe, 
until the aggregate effets of the profits of all the new capitals in the 
market in one year, be equal to that of the demand for new capital ia 
that year, which was fhown totake place about the expiration of a fe- 
cond term of years, equal to the former; after which, the effect of the 
paft increafe of commerce in every year would exceed that of the con- 
tinued demand for new capital: and this is the firft inftant in which 
that increafe would come to fupport the ftocks. Hitherto the au 
of capital was taken equal in every year, but it is evident that it 
on increafing the two periods of the maximum, and the ceflation of de- 
preffion would be further protracted : and it was fhewn by proper 
averages, that there had been a very large augmentation of the demand 
for capital, of the nature defcribed, during the laft feventeen years; 
and,- that therefore our increafe of commerce in 1786, and fince, has 
not on the balance co-operated with the finking-fund to raife or fup-, 
port the ftocks, but has counteratted and diminithed its effctts. “a 

: I t 











la 
ut 
u- 
in, 
tes 
en 
De. 
aft 
the 
ing 


ary 
rar, 


pis 


“e 
ices 


rent 
1ew 
in 
ars, 
ed; 
t it 
or; 


nf 


rife, 
eafe 


Morgan's View of the Public Finances. 585 


~ the caufe of the fecond, that the rife of ftock, the effeét of the 


finking-fund, was one of the great caufes concurring in that 
unprecedented augmentation, by creating capital to carry it 
on, and impelling it into foreign commerce ; giving material 
aid to the ftate, in rendering the taxes more produétive, and 
augmenting the growing produce of the confolidated fund, 

his caufe indeed had others ftrongly co-operating with it, 
which the procefs of the proof to be given renders it neceflary 
tonotice. In the firft fix years of peace, the deficit, or enor- 
mous floating debt of France, the uafuccefsful efforts to fund 
which produced the revolution, raifed the rate of intereft, and 
deranged all money-concerns: the. effeét of this embarrafled 
foreign commerce ; and the diftra€tions of the next four years 
reduced it to the lowelt ebb. In Holland, internal commo- 
tions had the fame effe&, in a proportional though lower degree; 
the expulfion of the Stadtholder, and his reftoration by foreign 
force, were two completed revolutions; and, for fome years 
before, the adverfe parties had actually been arming for civil 
war. Thus, during the peace, a field of commerce, perpetually 
extending, was vacated to us; and nearer approaches made to 
that monopoly, which afterward (whether to our good or evil 
fortune is not here confidered) we almoft acquired. That ri- 
vality of foreign nations, which might have made us reduce 
our profits as the European rate of intereft fell, was weakened 
yearly; andthe markets for our commodities increafed fo faft, 
that our merchants were under no neceflity to underfell one an- 
other: whence the profits of foreign trade muft have béen 
taken to have been equal, at leaft, from the beginning to the 
end of the peace ; and it was the opinion of Joerfens, an in- 
telligent foreign writer, that they increafed. Let tol. per 
cent. therefore be taken as that uniform profit, as le{s favour- 
able to the point to be proved than 151. the rate aflumed before, 
but now departed from, and for the fame reafon. » 

The value of the confolidated 3 per cents. in January, 1784, 
had been fo low as §3%!. and in April, in the following year, 
at §5$!. but in March, 1792, they had rifen to 974* per cent. 
To avoid fractions, in the following illuftration let the near 
integer rates, to which ivtereft had almoft rifen and fallen in 
the term, or 61. and gl. per cent. be fuppofed to have obtained 


in the market ; together with the correfponding prices of {tock - 


sol. and rool, 
A holder of a capital of 20,0001. when the ftocks are at 
sol. can therewith procure 10,0001. for any adventure in trade. 





* Tables, New Annual Regifter for thofe years, Accrued igtereft 
not dcdefiel, aa ia oil Coker pete a ! 
tir 
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Their advance to 60), increafes his command of éapital by 
2,000l, to 751. by 5,000l. and to par by 10,000!. 

The natural price of ftocks, when the fund was eftablifhed 
in 1786, did not exceed 60 per cent.* and the higheft rate of 
intereft to be taken to account § percent. In March, 1792, 
their value was increafed to g7§; and as, in the following 
month, the unfortunate Louis was dragged by his minifters to 
the Affembly, to propofe a decree As war againft Auftria, 
caufing a fhock in the ftock market which it never recovered, 
it may be very well taken that, in a very fhort time, intere(t 
would have otherwife fallen to 3 per cent. the holder of a ca- 
pital of 20,0001. at the firft period, could therewith procure 
no more than 12,0001. for any adventure in trade; but as the 
rate of interelt fell fucceflively trom 5 to 44, 4, 34, and, finally, 
to 3; and the price of ftock rofe from 6ol. to 66°661. 75-001. 
85:71!. and 1001.5; this Rlockholders original command of 
mercantile capital 12,0001. would be increafed fucceffively by 
1,333!. 3,000l. 5,142]. and when intereft had fallen to 3 per 
cent. to which it ultimately very nearly approached, by 
8.0001. and thus thefe fucceffive advances of the market value 
of ftock having been caufed by the finking-fund, thefe diffe- 
rences are parts of the commercial capital created by its operas 
tion ; which, while it continually diminifhes the magnitude of 
the debt, by the aid it gives to every fpectes of productive in- 
duftry, makes the burthen of the part not yet extinguifhed, 
much lefs fenfibly fele than otherwife it would be. 

Tt has been feen, that the rate of profit during the whole 
term is to be taken as fixed, and at ro percent. The yearly 
income of 20,000l. ftock, at all rates of the market, is fixed 
alfo, and at 60ol, a year. Now, by the change of this capital 
of income into {tock in trade, at the firft value of the funds, or 
601. the holder makes an addition to his income of 6001. and 
as by the fall of interelt its felling price rifes fucceflively to 
13,3331. 15 oool. 17,1421. and to 20,0001. that augment will | 
fucceffively be increafed from 600I. a year to 7331. gool. 
1,1141. and, finally, to p,400!. Notwithftanding the attack 
of the Aultrian dominions by the French, in April, the depo- 
fition of the King, in Augu(ft, and Dumouricz’s preparation, 
in November, for the fiege of the Dutch fortrefs of Maeftricht, 
(the fucceffive increaling depreffions of each of which evidently 





*- The neat average of the year, ending April, 1796 (the due term 
‘to be taken) was 6°3711. per cent. but that there was a furplus of the 
revenue, was known in the latter part of it; and its being deftined to 
form a finking-fund forefeen, in all refpeéts contrary to along continued — 
demand for loans forefeen ; the latter depreffes ftocks, the other raifes 
them, nor is 3°711. per cent. too much ta_be taken on this ee 
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fhow -themlelves in the yearly account) the average price of 
to would 

have produced a capital of 17,9601. for trade, yielding a yearly 
rofit of 41,7961. exceeding 6001. the funded income derived 
aes it, by 1,196]. It is evident from this, that many perfons, 


, efpecially individuals of enterprizing temper, and in the earlier 


periods of life, who could not be drawn from an unoccupied 
repofe into the application and fatigue of bufinefs, for the firk 
addition to their income of 6001. a year, would be induced 
to it, by the higher augmentation of fome one or other of 
thefe increaling differences. The a€tual advantage to have 
been reaped inthe laft year, the addition of 1,1961. by which 
it would have become very nearly. trebled, was a motive 
aGting with a force truly impulfive, on a great number of 
ftock holders ; or, in the words of Sir Matthew Decker, in 
whofe tract, among a great deal of fcoriz, we-find here and 
there a mafs of metal of the firft purity; ** this redu@ion of 
the intereft of money, muft have been a great encouragement 
to trade, by forcing people to indufiry, who would otherwife live 
idle on the high intereit of their money.” This perpetual in- 
creafe of the capitals in the command of a certain and nu- 
merous clafs of people, and of the force of the motive to make 
an active ufe of it, muft have greatly contributed, in conjunc- 
tion with the caufes we have before enumerated, to the increafe 
which took place in our foreign trade. Two great confe- 

uences immediately depend upon this; the firft, that thefe 
tales, checking, in fome degree, the advance of the price of 
ftock, which the fund would caufe without fuch counter- 
balance, preferves to it more of its original power to reduce the 
debt ; and the {cond, that our pre-exifting permanent taxes 
were thereby rendered more productive ; if average of their 
amount, for the years 1785. and 1786, taken at that obtainin 
at the eftablifhment of the fund in 1786*, was 11,985,000). 
in each of the years following, to the end of 1792, their pro- 
duce was augmented ; and, in the laft year, became 14,284,000}, 
exceeding the firft by 3,299,000l. . 

Such augmentations, arifing from a fource beneficial at once 
to the treafury and the nation, when a finking fund is became 
powerful, are applicable to the remiflions of taxes fo fele&@ted, 
as to remove fome greater burthens, with the leaft facrifice on 
the part of the rreilets ; to provide for the greater excefles of 
unforefeen expences in peace, above the average yearly allow- 
ance to be always made on that head, or to its own direét aug- 





a 


* There was.a {mall fall in this amount in 1786, the average is 
therefore taken to fupply the deficiency. : 
| Qqg2 mentation. 
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mentation. By this effeét of the fund on the revenue, it eafes 
the people ; fecures its own ftability, by guarding againft thofe 
accidents which began by diminifhing, and terminated by de- 
ftroying the former; and provides another fource of increafe 
‘to itfelf, in addition to compound intereft. The fund is now 
therefore become the noble column of public fecurity, carried 
to a majeftic height ; augmented in ftrength on every fide, far 
beyond the proportion of theincreafed weight impofed upon it; 
and on its firm and ample bafe, which the felf-denying virtue of 
the prefent generation (:aking on itfelf the accumulated charges 
of the freedom, the fecurity, the growing greatnefs of our an- 
ceftors, ourfelves, and our pofterity) will regard with the vene- 
ration once paid to the Capitoli immobile faxum, juftice will 
infcribe the name of its great archite&t* ; and the juftice of 
every future generation will guard it from being obliterated. 





-— 
— 


Art. VI. Account of the Life and Writings of William Ro- 
bertfon, D. D. F. R. S. £, late slnpaay tf the Univerfity 
of Edinburgh, and Hifloriographer to bis Majefty for Scot- 
land. (Read before the Royal Society of Edinburgh.) 8vo. 
Balfour, Edinburgh ; Cadell and Davies, London. 1801. 


N O {pecies of writing is more intefefting to a reader of re- 
fie€tion than Biography. There have been few lives of 
which a faithful account- would not convey both amufement 
and inftru€tion to fome perfon ; and in the life of a man of 
eminence, all who afpire themfelves to fimilar eminence, ex- 
peét to find an example fit for imitation. To give this in- 
‘tereft and utility to the detail of the events of a private life, 
is not however a tafk which any one may perform ; for the 
writer ought to bring to it not only a fufficient knowledge of 
the faéts which he .means to relate, but alfo an intimate ac- 
quaintance with human nature, and with the particular cir- 
cumftances in which the fubje& of his memoir was placed. 
Hence the ableft biographers in all ages have been men, who 
were at once mafters of moral f{cience, and converfant in the 
living world. Such were Plutarch, and Tacitus, and Johnfon ; 
and fuch is the author of the account before us. 

Of Profeffor Stewart’s acquaintance with moral fcience no 
dopbt can be entertained by thofe, who have perufed with at- 
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* See Morgan, Pe 160 Uf an infcription fhould be made to bis me- 
taory, it can ouly be placed on the ruins of public credit, A 
tention 
I 




















ataera’sa 


a 


Je 
e. 
Ht 
of 


 Profeffir Stewart's Life of Robertfim. | 589 


“tention his Elements of the Philsfophy ofthe Human’ Minds 


and, whatever may be his knowledge of. the world at large, he 
cannot poffibly be a ftranger to that part of it, with which 
Dr. Robertfon was particularly connected, and where. his un- 
common abilities were fo long difplayed. Thefe circumftances 
rendered him eminently qualified for the office which his dying 
friend impofed upon him; and his narrative derives an addi- 
tional claim to the public favour, from its having been read 
before the Royal Society of Edinburgh, of which Dr. Robert- 
fon may be confidered as the founder. To Mr. Stewart's 
biography, however, it will probably be objected, as it has been 
to ‘ike on’s, that while the narrative is deficient, the reflec- 
tions are redundant ; and that the book is rather a criticifm.on 
Dr. Robertfon’s works, than an account of his habits and 
manners in private life. ‘The objection, if it fhould be made, 


will not eafily be removed ; for, fhould it be pleaded, as it has 


often been, that the events of private life flow-in a ftream too 
even and unvaried to afford important materials to the bio- 
grapher, the reply is ready :—the life of Dr. Robertfon was 
ar from private. He was for many years the leader of a 
great popular affembly ; and, to fecure his influence for fo lon 
a period, he muft have converfed with fo many men, on fuch 
a variety of topics; muft have had his patience and good na- 
ture fo often put to the teft; and enjoyed fo many opportuni- 
ties, as well in private as in public, of difplaying his addrefs, 
that, with fufficient induftry, Mr. Stewart might furely have 
enriched his, biography with a number of incidents and anec- 
dotes, for which the reader will in vain look in this elegant 
little volume. 

From it we learn, that William Robertfon, D. D. fo well 
known in the republic of letters, was the fon of the Reverend 
William Robertfon, who was minifter, firft, of Borthwick, 
and afterwards of one of the churches in Edinburgh. The 
hiftorian was born at Borthwick in 73 , and received the ru- 
diments of his education at the fchool of Dalkeith, then taught 
by Mr. Leflie, a man of uncommon eminence in his profeffion. 
In 1739, he entered on his courfe of academical ftudy in the 
univerfity of Edinburgh, and devoted his time and attention 
chiefly to rhetoric, logic, and moral philofophy 5 the bent of 
pe genius not inclining him to mathematical or phyfical pur- 
uits. 

«« A nomber of learned and refpectable men,” fays Mr. Stewart, 
« of whofe names the greater part.now-exift in tradition only, were 
are in Edinburgh. A club or ry of thefe a 

ears a private corref wi . Berkeley, 
brated Bithop of Cloyne, on the f{ubject of his metaphyfical publica. 
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tions; and are faid to have been numbered by him among the few who 


completely comprehended the fcope of his reafonings againft the ex. 
iftence of matter,” 


If the biographer means to fay, that Dr. Robertfon was 2 
meiber of the club, which thus privately correfponded with 
the Bifhop of Cloyne, there can be little doubt of his havin 
been mifled by inaccurate information. A friend of ours hap- 
pened to fee the fon of that prelaté introduced to the Principal 
for the firk time, anc heard the latter fay many handfome things 
to the former of the ingenuity and the virtues of his father ; 
but he faid not one word of fuch a correfpondence as this, 
which he could hardly have ayoided, had it paffed between the 
Bifhop and a club of which he was himfelf a member. We 
have, however, good reafon to believe that, about the year 1725, 
when Dr. Berkeley was in London, foliciting the eftablifhment 
of his college at Bermuda, many letters did pafs between him 
and fome ingenious gentlemen in Edinburgh ; and that one of 
thofe gentlemen came to the metropolis to converfe with him, 
when he talked fo extravagantly on metaphyfical fubje@s, that 
the Dean (for he was not then a Bifhop) thought him mad, 
and ordered his door in future to be fhut againit him. | 

Dr. Robertfon, whofe laudable ambition appeared at an 
early period of life, feems to have cultivated polite letters more 
than metaphyfics. To this courfe of fudy he was led by the 
Profeffor of Logic’s (Dr. Stevenfon) illuftrations of Ariftotle’s 
Poetics, and of Longinus on the Sublime ; and, in order to 
attain an Englith ttyle of purity and elegance, he employed 
himfelf in tranflating the Greek and Latin claffics. 


«* Anxious to diftinguifh himfelf hy the utility of his labours in that 
profeffion to which he had refolved to devote his talents, and looking 
forward, it is probable, to the aftive fhare he was afterwards to take 
in the ecclefiaflical policy of Scotland, he afpired to add to the art of 
claflical compofition the powers of a perfuafive and commanding 
{fpeaker. With this view, he united with fome of his contemporaries, 
during the laft years of his attendance at college, in the formation of a 
fociety, where their object was to cultivate the ftudy of elocution, and 
to prepare themfelves, by the habits of extemporary difcuffion and de- 
bate, tor conducting the bufiaefs of popular aflemblies.” 


His fudies at the univerfity being finifhed, he was licenfed to 
preach the Gofpel, when only twenty years of age; and, in 
1743, when not more than twenty-two, he was prefented by 
the Earl of Hopeton to the living of Gladfmuir, in Ealt Lo- 
thian, of a hundred pounds a year. This Mr. Stewart calls 
inconfiderable ; but if, in Scotland, a country-living of one 
hundred pounds a year was inconfiderable, fixty years ago, we 
have been mifinformed as to the poverty of the Scottith a 
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for we have here more country-livings than all Scotland con- 
tains, which are of no greater value at prefent. 

Dr. Robertfon’s father and mother dying foon after this pe- 
riod, within a few hours of each other, he invited their family, 
confifting of fix daughters anda younger fon, to Gladfmuir, 
and continued to educate his fifters under his own roof, till 
they were refpe@tably fettled in the world, Having difcharged 
this facred duty, he married, in 17§1, his coufin, Mifs Mary 
Nifbet, daughter of the reverend Mr. Nifbet, one of the mi- 
nifters of Edinburgh. 

While he was engaged in thofe pious offices, which had de- 
volved upon him by the fudden death of his parents, the rebel- 
lion of 1745 broke out in Scotland, and afforded him an oppor- 
tunity of evincing the fincerity of that zeal, for the civil and 
religious liberties of his country, which he had imbibed with 
the firlt principles of his education, When the capital of 
Scotland was feen to be in danger of falling into the hands of 
the rebels, he laid afide, for a time, the pacific habits of his 
profeflion, quitted his refidence at Gladfmuir, and joined the 
volunteers of Edinburgh ; and -vhen the city was furrendered, 
he was one of a fmall band who repaired to Haddington, and 
offered their fervices to the commander of his Majefty’s forces, 
Whether thefe fervices were accepted, we are not told ; but 
Dr. Robertfon appears to have ated, for fome time, in the 
double capacity of clergyman and foldier, difcharging the du- 
ties of his facred fun@ion on Sunday, and bearing arms for 
his fovereign through the week. 

In 1755, he publifhed a Sermon, which he had preached be- 
fore the Society | in Scotland] for propagating Chriftian Know- 
ledge; and though it has been long ranked (according to his 
biographer) among the beft models of pulpit eloquence ; has 
undergone five editions, and is known on the continent in the 
German tranflation of Mr. Ebeling, it is fomewhat remark- 
able that he never publifhed another*. 





* Since this article was written, we have been favoured with a pe- 
rufal of Dr. Robertfon’s Sermon, and think it well entitled to the 
rank which Mr, Stewart afligns to it among models of pulpit elo- 
quence. The ftyle is eafy, nervous, and animated ; and the author is 
peculiarly happy in his ufe of fcriptural phrafes, which, when naturally 
introduced, add much to the dignity of fuch compofitions. The fub- 
ject is the fituation of the world at the time of Chrift's appearance, and 
its connediion with the fuccefs of bis religion ; on which many ideas feem 
to have been fuggeited to the preacher by Dr. Law’s Confiderations on 
the Theory of Religion, then lately publifbed. We need not add that, 
in the pages of Dr. Robertfon, they have attraftions which Dr, Law 
was incapable of giving them, , 
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In 1751, he had made his firft appearance in the debates of 
the General Affembly of the Church of Scotland,. and began 
that career, which he continued for thirty years with fuch ho. 
nour to himfelf, and fuch advantages to the ecclefialtical con- 
ftitution of his country. To the law of patronage, reftored by 
Queen Anne, there was fuch a deep-rooted prejudice in the 
minds of the Scottifh Prefbyterians thar, till after the year 1730, 
no clergyman was inducted into a living, in confequence of 
being prefented to it by the patron ; and we believe that fuch 
prefentations were asia rejected by the young candidates 
for clerical fame. Even after they began to be accepted, the 
Ecclefiaftical Courts-required them to be accompanied with 
what they termed a ca// of the parith, before they would infli- 
tute the prefcentee ; but not having determined what number 
of voters made a fufficient ca//, it was in the power of the ma- 
jority of any Prefbytery to fet afide the legal rights of the pa- 
tron by their own caprice, or perfonal diflike, either of him or 
of the young man whom he had prefented to the living. This 
was often done in the moft iniquitous manner, and occafioned 
appeals, by the patron and preleatee, from the Prefbytery to 
the Provincial Synod, and from the Synod to the Genera! Af- 
fembly of the Church. Even thofe appeals did not always 
produce redrefs; for, chough the Alfembly generally ordered 
the Prefbytery to indu@ the prefentee, that court often difre- 
garded the order ; and when it did not, obeyed it with fuch 
open and indecent reluGance, as to fow the feeds of perpetual 
diffention between the parifh and its minilter. “The Affembly 
complained of this conduét of the inferior courts, and fome- 
times threatened their members with heavy cenfures ; but it 
only threatened, being afraid to punith. 

Dr. Robestfon clearly perceived that the continuance of 
thefe abufes, and relaxation of difcipline, mult fooner or later 
overturn the church, and transform what was one compa& 
body into a number of independent congregations; and his 
vigorous and enlightened mind fuggefted to him the neceflity of 
more decifive meafures, to maintain the authority of the 
church over all her members. Yet, when he firft fubmitted 
his ideas on this fubje€t to the Affembly of 1751, they were 
fo contrary to the prevailing prejudices, that although he en- 
forced them with extraordinary eloquence, and was moft ably 
fupported by two Jay members of rank and learning, he was 
Jeft in a very {mall minority ; the houfe dividing two hundred 
againtt eleven. He was not, however, to be overawed by age, 
or intimidated by numbers ; but perfevered in his purpole, till 
he refcued the Scottifh church from the very brink of anarchy, 
and contributed more than all his brethren to make her — 
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fhe now is, a molt refpectable fociery. For more than twenty 
years he guided the reins of her difcipline, and had as much 
influence in her General Affemblies as the ableft and moft po- 
pular minifter, in the Britifh Houfe of Commons. 

In 1754, Mr. Allan Ramfay, the painter, and fon of the 
poet of the fame name, inftituted a foctety in Edinburgh, for 
the purpofes of philofophical inquiry, and the improvement of 
its members in public fpeaking. Ii was called the Selec? Society, 
and confifted of the men moft eminent for talents and literature 
in Edinburgh and its neighbourhood, among whom, Dr. Ro- 
bertfon appeared to great advantage. In 1757, he difplayed 
his talents in defence of fome of his brethren, who were 
threatened with ecclefiaftical cenfures for having witnefled the 
firft reprefentation of the Tragedy of Douglas on the Edin- 
burgh ftage; and his arguments had the greater weight, as 
he had never himfelf been within the walls of a play-houfe. 

On the 1ft of February, 1759, was publifhed his Hiftory of 
Scotland, and received by the world with fuch unbounded ap- 
plaufe, that before the end of the month he was defired by his 
bookfeller to prepare for a fecond edition. Mr. Stewart’s cri- 
ticifm on this work is elegant, and for the moft part judicious ; 
but he {wells his volume, we think, needlefsly, by long extras 
from complimentary letters to the author, fome of them of very 
little value ; and his ufual impartiality and yood fenfe muft have 
deferted him, when, to eftablifh the character of his friend, as 
“ the moft faithful of hiftorians,” he quotes the opinion of 
Mr. Laing, without noticing the very different opinion of the 
able Whitaker. 

Propofals feem to have been made to Dr. Roberifon, about 
this period, to take orders inthe Church of England ; but thefe 
he prudently rejected. In the learning molt likely to lead 
to high preferment in our church, he would have found many 
equals, and fome fuperiors ; and that commanding eloquence 
fo fit to direét the deliberation of a popular aflembly, which 
gave him fo much weight in his own country, could not here 
have been of the {malleft ufe to him, unlefs he had obtained a 
feat in the Houfe of Peers, on the bench of bifhops. Even 
there, his Scottifh accent, and probably imperfect knowledge 
of our conftitution, civil and ecclefiaftical ; together with the 
ftigma which muft always accompany every kind of apoftacy 
in aclergyman, would for ever have prevented him from take 
ing a lead in the debates of the Houfe. He acted even a more 
ufeful part, in guiding the unwieldy machine of the Scottith 
church, than he could have hoped to act in the Church of 
England. 

“In 
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¢ In the mean time, preferments at home flowed rapidly 
upon him. In 1759, he was appuinted Chaplain of Stirling 

altle ; in 1763, one of his Majefty’s Chaplains in Ordinary, 
for Scotland ; and, in 1762, he was chofen Principal of the 

Iniverfity of Edinburgh. Two years afterwards, the office of 
the King’s Hiftoriographer for Scotland (with a falary of 200), 
a year) was revived in his favor ;” and he now polleiied a re- 
venue far exceeding what hed ever been enjoyed before by any 
Prefbyterian clergyman in Scotland. 

Riches, however, did not render him idle, or interrupt for 2 
moment the progrefs of his ftudies, After much deliberation 
on the fubje& of another hiftorical work, he at laft fixed upon 
the reign of the Emperor Charles V, of which he publithed the . 
Hiftory in 1769, in three volumes, 410. His reputation was 
now fo well eftablifhed, that for the copy-right of this work, 
he received no lefs a price than 4,500]. and the reajler who is 
not acquainted with its merits (if there be any fuch reader) 
may have recourfe to the criticifm of Mr. Stewart. It has 
the fame merit with his criticifm on the Hiftory of Scotland, 
and is incumbered with fimilar extras of complimentasy 
Setters, which ferve principally to fhow how living authors can 
flatter one another, and how little, on fuch occafions, they 
weigh the force of their expreffions. 


‘«¢ After an interval of eight years from the publication of Charles 
the Fifth, Dr. Robertfon produced the Hiftory of America;—a work, 
which by the variety of refearch and of f{peculation that it exhibits, 
enables us to form a fufficient idea of the mannes in which he had ms 
ployed the intervening period.” 


Here again we have much found criticifm by the biographer, 
and much high compliment from the author’s literary cor- 
sefpondents. The following remark is unqueflionably juft. 


«¢ f cannot help essen, Aiton appears {till more chara@eriftical 


of this, than of any of Dr. Robertfon’s other works) the comprehen- 
five furvey which he has taken of his vait and yarious fubje&, and the 
kiltu! arrangement by which he has beftowed connexion and fymmetry 
on a mafs of materials fo fhapelefs and disjointed. The penetration 
and fagacity difplayed in his delineation of fayage manners, and the 
unbiafled good fenfe with which he has contrafted that ftate of fociety 
with civilized life (a {peculation in the profecution of which fo many 
of his predeceffors had loft themfelves in vague declamation, or in pa- 
radoxical refinement) have been much and defervedly admired.” 


In confequence of this publication, he was, on the 8th of 
Avguft, 1777, unanimoufly ele&ted a member of the Royal 
Academy ot Hiftory at Madrid; though it appears that the 
literary men of Spain did not, every one, approve Sane 
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Hiftory of America. In 1781, he was elected one of the fo- 
reign members of the Academy of Sciences at Padua; in 178 30 
one of the foreign members of the Imperial Academy of Sci- 
ences at St. Peterfburgh ; and from the laft of thefe cities he 
was honoured with another flattering diftin&tion by the Em- 
refs herfelf. She tranfmitted to him a very handfome ena- 
melied gold fnuff-box, richly fet with diamonds, defiring his ace 
ceptance of it as a mark of her efteem ; adding, that a perfon 
whofe labours had afforded her fo much faustaGion, merited 
fume attention from her. 
Dr. Robertfon, in the Preface to his Hiftory of America, 


** announced his intention to refume the fubject at fome future pe- 
riod ; fufpending, in the mean time, the execution of that part of hig 
plan which related to the Bririth fettlements, on account of she fer 
ment which then agitated our North American Colonies. <A fragment 
of this intended work, which has been publifhed fince his death, while 
it illuftrates the perfevering ardor of his mind, mutt excite a lively re- 

ree in all who read it, that a Hiftory fo peculiarly caleulated by its 
fubjett to co-extend his fame with the future progrefs of our Janguage 
in the regions beyond the Atlantic, had not added to the other monus 
ments of his genius.” 


He dropt it however altogether, probably becaufe the Ame- 
rican revolution was too recent for him to write, or the public 
to read, with impartiality ; but the a@tivity of his mind con- 
tinued unimpaired ; and in the 68th year of his age he began 
his difquifition concerning ‘ancient India, which, in twelve 
months, he brought to a conclufion. It was publifhed in 
37913; and though it could not have the popular attractions of 
his former works, it exhibits, as Mr. Stewart truly obferves, 
‘* a diligence in refearch, a foundnefs of judgment, and a 
perfpicuity of method, not inferior to thofe which diftinguifh 
his other performances.” 

This ufeful life was now drawing towards a clofe; his health, 
which hitherto had been uniformly good, began apparently to 
decline in the end of the year 1791, when he fuddenly exhi- 
bited firong fymptoms of jaundice, which terminated in a lin- 
gering and fatal illnefs. 


«« At his particular defire,” fays Mr. Stewart, “* I faw him, for the 
laft time, on the 4th of June, 1793, when his weaknefs confined him 
to his couch, and his articulation was already beginning to fail; and 
jt is in obedience to a requeft with which he then honoured me, that 
I have thus ventured, without confulting my own powers, to offer this 
tribute to his memory. He died on the 11th of the fame month, in 


ghe 71ft year of hig age.” 
OF 
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Of his intelleGtual and moral character this author fpeaks 
highly, and, we are perfuaded, juftly, when he fays, 


** that the fame fagacity and good fenfe which fo eminently diftin. 
guifhed him as a writer, guided his condu@ in life, and rendered his 
counfels of ineflimable value to his friends. He was not forward in 
offering advice; but when confulted, as he very frequently was, by his 
younger acquaintance, he entered into their concerns with the moft 
lively intereft, and feemed to have a pleafure and a pride in imparting 
to them all the lights of his experience and wifdom. Good fenfe 
was indeed the molt prominent feature in his intellectual charaéier; 
and it is unqueflionably of all the qualities of the underflanding, that 
which effentially conftitutes fuperiority of mind: for, although we are 
fometimes apt to appropriate the appellation of genius to certain pecu- 
larities in the intellectual habits, 1 is he only who diftinguifhes him. 
felf from the rett of maukind, by thinking better than they on the fame 
fubjefis, who fairly brings his powers into comparifon with others. 
This was in a remarkable degree the cafe of Dr. Robertfon. He was 
not eminent for metaphyfical acutenefs; nor did he eafily enter into 
fpeculations involving mathematical or mechanical ideas ; bat in thofe 
endowments which lay the foundation of fuccefsful conduét, and which 
fit a man to acquire an influence over others, he had no fuperior, 
Among thofe who have, like him, devoted the greater part of life to 
ftudy, perhaps it would be difficult to find his equal. 

** His practical acquaintance with human natare was great, and he 
poffeffed the foundeft and moft accurate notions of the charaéters of 
shofe with whom he was accaltomed to affociate. In that quick pene- 
tration, indeed, which reads the foul, and eftimates the talents of others 
by a fort of intuition, he was furpaffed by many; and I have often 
known him been mifled by firft impreffions; but where he had an op- 
portunity of continuing his obfervations for a length of time, he fel- 
dom failed in forming conclufions equally juft, el, and profound, 
In a general knowledge of the world, and of the ways of men, his 
fuperiority was ftriking and indifputable; ftill more fo, in my opinion, 
than in the judgment he formed of individuals, Nor is this fur- 
priting, when we confider the joint influence of his habits as an hifto- 
rian, and as a political leader. 

** "Yoo much cannot be faid of his moral qualities. Exemplary and 
amiable in the offices of private life, he exhibited in his public con- 
duct, a rare union of political firmnefs with candor and moderation. 
«* He enjoyed,” fays Dr. Erfkine, «* the bounties of Providence with- 
out running into riot; was temperate without aufterity ; condefcend- 
ing and affable without meannefs; and in expence neither fordid nor 
prodigal, He could feel an injury, and yet bridle his paflion ; was 
grave, not fullen; fteady, not obftinate ; friendly, not officious ; pru- 
dent and cautious, not timid.’’ ‘The praife,” continues Mr. Stewart, 
** is liberal; and it is exprefled with the cordial warmth of friendfhip; 
but it comes from one who had the beft opportunity of knowing the 
truth, as he had enjoyed Dr. Robertfon’s intimacy from his childhood, 
and was afterwards, for more than twenty years, his colleague in the 
fame church; while his zealous attachment to a different fyftem of 
ecclefiaftical 
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ecclefiaftical government, though it never impaired his affection for 
the companion of his youth, exempts him from any fufpicion of un- 
due partiality.” P. 204. 

It is needlefs, after fuch a fpecimen, to inform our readers, 
that this account of the Life and Writings of Dr. Robertfoa 
is well-written, It is in a ftyle of claflical elegance very fu- 

rior to the ordinary run of modern biography ; nor do we 
recolle& a fingle phrafe in the whole work that offended us, 
except one which occurs firftin the title-page. The Principal 
of a Univerfity is a magiltrate unknown in England; and we 
ftrongly fulpe& that the phrafe is improper even in Scotland. 
We could not fay the Principal of the Univerfity of Oxford, of 
Cambridge, or of St. Andrew's, without abfurdity ; and though 
there is at prefent but one college in the Univerlity of Edin- 
burgh, as there was originally but one college in Oxford, we 
fuppofe there is nothing in the deed of foundation prohibiting 
as many colleges from being built within the precin&s of the 
one Univerlity, as there have been built within the precinéts, 
and under the jurifdi@iion, of the other. 

Befides the intereft which every Briton muft feel in the life 
of an hiftorian, whofe writings do honour to the tafte and lite- 
rature of his country, this little volume has other attra€tions 
to an Englifhman. Among thefe, it thould not be omitted, 
that it contains the fulle(t and mojft intelligible account that we 
have feen of the conftitution of the Church of Scotland, and of 
the two great parties into which fhe appears to be divided, 
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Art. VII. Gulielmi Heberden Commentarit de Morbirum bif- 
toria et curatione.” 8VO. 417 pp. 7s..6d, 


Arr. VIEL. Commentaries cn the Hiftory and Gure of Difeafes. 
By William Heberden, M. D. 8vo. 483 pp. 7s. Od. 
Payne. 1802. 


FP HESE two editions of the work were publifhed at the 
fame time; the one in Latin, the other in Englifh: both 
written, and prepared for the prefs, as it fhould feem, by the 
author, but with fome variations, which it is proper to men 
‘ion. Io the Latin edition, the author has given a fhort ac- 
count of his life, which is not inferted inthe Englith ; and to 
the Latin copy the editor, the Doétor’s fon, has added a Dedi- 
cation to the King, in the fame language, and written ina 
Ayle of elegance fuited to the Commentaties. As the Englifh 
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copy has neither the account of the life of the author, nor the 
Dedication, this deficiency is compenfaied by a concife and 
neat Preface, a part of which only is found in the Latin, The 
firit pallage of this, fhowing what were the motives of the au- 
thor in colleQing thefe obfervations, it may not be amifs to 
tran{cribe. 


«« Plutarch,” he fays, ‘* has obferved, that the life of a veftal vi?- 
in was divided into three portions ; in the fittt of which, the learned 
the duties of her profeflion, in the fecond the prattifed them, and in 
the third fhe taught them to others. This is no bad model,” he adds, 
«for the life of a phyfician; and as | have paffed through the two 
firtt of thefe feafons,” in learning arid practifing the duties of his 
profeffion, ** 1 am willing to empluy the remaindet of my days in 
teaching what I have learned to othets.” 


The diftinguithed chara@er the anthor bore, and the great 
age he attained, making every thing relating to him highly 
interefting, we will give our readers the few notices he has lelt 
us of himfelf, which may ferve until fome other writer thall 
favour the public with a more ample account. 

The author was born, he fays, in London, in the year 1710, 
where he received the rudiments of his education. In 1724, 
he was admitted into St. John’s College at Cambridge, and fix 
years after was eleéted one of the Fellows. Having made 
choice of the profeflion of phyfic, he direQed his endeavours 
to the attainment of the knowledge of that art, refiding for 
that purpofe partly at London and partly at Cambridge, until 
he took the degree of Door. He now fixed at Cambridge, 
and continued tu practife medicine there for ten years, teach- 
ing the hiftory and ufe of the materia medica, during that 
time, to the academical fludents. In 1746, he was chofen 
Fellow of the College of Phyficians, and two years after re- 
moved to London ; to the great regret, we will add, of the 

lace he left, where the mildnefs of his manners, and the opi- , 
nion already formed of his profeffional abilities, had procured 
him the general efteem of the inhabitants. On coming to 
London, he was made a Fellow of the Royal Society, and fot 
more than thirty years enjoyed a large fhare of praétice in the 
metropolis. The advanced period of his life at length admo- 
nifhing him, he fays, of the propriety of diminifhing his la- 
bours, with the view of effeAling that purpofe, he retired, dur- 
ing the fummers, to a houfe he had at Windfor, returning to 
London in the winter, and continuing, during that feafon, for 
a few years longer, his attendance on the fick. In the year 
1776, he recommended to the College of Phyficians to publith 
fuch obfervations occurring to them in their pra@tice, as might 
tend to improve the fcience of medicine ; and two ar 
after- 
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afterwards followed by a third, were publifhed, under the title of 
Tranfactions of the College. Inthe year 1778, Dr. H. faysy 
he was made Member of the Royal Society of Medicine at 
Paris ; but from a lift of the Members of that Society, now 
before us, it appears, that the diploma conftituting the Do@er 
an Affuciate is dated Auguft, 1776, thotigh by fome accident, 
it is probable, it was not tranfmitied to him until the year 1778, 
Several Effays, by Dr. Heberden, on medical and philofophical 
fubjeQs, were, during this time, printed in the Philofophicat 
Tranfa@ypns, and in the volumes publifhed by the College of 
*hyficians. Inthe year 1804, being now more than ninety 
years of age, he died, in the fame placid and tranquil manner, 
the editor fays, he had lived. 

As the author himfelf has defcribed his mode of colle&ting and 
arranging the matertals for the Commentaries, it may not be 
amifs to lay that part alfo before our readers, as a guide to 
perfons withing to make a fimilar ufe of their obfervations, 

He always took notes, he fays, while in the fick room, of 
fuch things as either were obferved, or were communicated 
to him by the patients or affiltants, that feemed deferving con~ 
fideration. Thefe notes, taken haltily, were read over by him 
reyularly every month, and fach parts of them as tended to 
throw light on the hiftory of difeafes, or the effets of medi- 
cines, tranfceribed into another book, under the title of the dif- 
eafe to which they belonged ; and from this book, when he was 
in the feventy-fecond year of his age, he made up thefe Com - 
mentaries, which he gave to his fon, then engaged in the (tudy 
of medicine. In forming the volume, he was careful to infert 
nothing but what were found in his obfervations, thinking it 
better, he fays, that the accounts of the difeafes fhould be im- 
perfedt, than that their deficiencies fhould be made up with ex- 
tra€ts from other works, or taken from memory, excepting in 
a very few cafes, where he was certain his memory might be 
depended on. 

From a work thus formed, the fruit of many years obfer- 
vation, and containing only fuch things as were actually feen 
to happen, much may reafonably be expelled; and indeed this 
will be found to be ont of the few books on medicine that 
cannot be too frequently recurred to, “ noturna verfate manu, 
verfate diurna”. Here are no theories to miflead, no forced 
claffification of difeafes, no boafts of extraordinary fuccefs 
from certain modes of treating, or of the miraculous powers 
of certain favourite remedies in curing them ; remedies that, 
in the hands of their inventors, were never found to fail, but 
in the hands of no one elfe were ever found to fucceed. 
Every thing here finds its juft place and value, for as the author 
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was too wife to be deceived, fo he was too honeft to deceive 
others. ‘Though he had received the beft education the coun- 
try alfurds, though he had read and learned the hiftory of dif- 
cafes from the beft authors, ancient and modern, and perfeétly 
comprehended them, yet, determining to take nothing on truft, 
he entered no fymptoms in his Commentaries, as pertaining 
to any difeafe, but what he found really attending it ; and 
though perfectly acquainted with the materia medica, and with 
the properties afcribed to each article, he allowed them only 
fuch powers as, from experience, he found them atually pof- 
feffing. ® 

Having given this account of the nature of the work, we 
fhall fele&t a few of the obfervations, fuch as relate to circum. 
ftances not ordinarily known, or as may tend to corre& fome 
common and generally received, but erroneous, opinions. We 
{hall take thefe from the Englith copy, and alphabetically, the 
order in which ‘the difeafes are treated and arranged ; and, 
in conclufion, fhall give a patlage or two from the Latin, as 
fpecimens of the author’s flyle and manner of writing in that 
language, in the knowledge of which, he was allowed to 
excel. 


«© Abortus. A woman who was with child of twins, mifcarried of 
one at the end of three months, but went on with the other, who was 
born at the proper time, and lived to maturity.” P. 15. 


«* Anginaand Scarlet Fever. ‘There is no other diftemper in which 
a delirium is of {o little importance as in this: in other fevers it fel- 
dom comes on till they have arrived at a dangerous height; but it 
fometimes accompanies a fcarlet fever on the very firit day; and many 
of thefe paticnts never fail to be light-headed every night, though, 
except this, there be no unfavourable fymptom, through the whole 
courfe of the illnefs. 

«* The {mall-pox is not more infe€tious than this malady among 
children, and young perfons of both fexes.” P. 21. 


As they advance in life they become lefs liable to the difeafe, 
and men {till lefs than women. In proportion alfoas they ad- 
vance in life, the difeafe is milder and lefs dangerous. 

Of the infeGtious fore throat, the author fays, p. 25, ** fome- 
times it is fo flight as to require no remedies, and fometimes fo 
violent as to admit of no relief.” A fentiment fimilar to an 
obfervation of Dr. Mead on the fmall-pox ; ‘* fometimes it is 
fo malignant and violent,” he fays, ‘* that no phyfician can 
cure, and fometimes fo mild that no old nurfe can kill the per- 
fons infefled with it.” It is obfervable, the difeafe is called 
{imply Angina, in the title to the chapter, the author conceiving 
it not to differ from the milder form of it, only in degree. 
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The author was not able to afcertain clearly how long the 
virus of the difeafe may lie in the body before it produces its 
fpecific effet. In fome inftances, fymptoms of the difeafe 
appeared on the fifth day from the time the perfons were ex- 
poled to the infection, which may probably, he thinks, be the 
ufual time. It has -been afked, whether perfons may be in- 
fected with fcarlet-fever a fecond time? The author had feen 
the difeafe a fecond and third trme in the fame fubje&, or what 
was fuppofed to be fo, but never to any marked or fevere de- 
gree, and feems to have thought that, like the {mall-pox, it 
never afteéts the fame perfon ferioully more than once. 

Aphthe. It has been fuppofed that Aphthz, when inve- 
terate, are Continued from the mouth and fauces, through the 
whole inteftinal canal. 


** In two who died,” the author fays, “* of a lingering fever, and 
whofe mouths were covered with aphthz, which hung in rags all over 
them, there was not the leaft trace of them that could be found, on 
difleQion, beyond the fauces.”  P. 31. 


Arthritis. The obfervations on arthritis or gout, are ex- 
tended to a confiderable length, as indeed the importance of 
the fubjeét, and the vague and contradictory notions enter- 
tained concerning it, demanded. ‘The author cenfures the 
folly of confidering the gout as friendly to the conttitution, by 
freeing it from other difeafes, as well as the too general cuftom 
of imputing pains, and various other affeCtions, the effects of 
intemperance, and figns of a general decay of the frame, to 
latent gout; and {hows the impropriety in thefe cafes, of having 
recourfe to wine and [pirits, with a view of fixing the fuppofed 

out, and driving it to the extremities. He thinks our fears 
of bleeding in the gout, as.a general principle of aéting in the 
complaint, are not well founded. Under certain circumftances, 
he had known it ufed with advantage. ‘* The great Dr, Har- 
vey ufed,” the author was informed, ‘ upon the firft approach 
of gouty pains in his foot, to put them off, by plunging the 
leg into a pail of cold water.” P. 49. A gentleman now 
living, well known to the writer of this article, has followed 


- this pra€tice feveral years, and with confiderable advantage ; 


the pain being conftantly mitigated, and the fit of the gout 
fhortened, by the immerfion ; a circumftance, evincing that the 
danger of repelling gout is not fo great as is generally ima- 
gined. The whole of this chapter, and the obfervations on 
afthma, on Bath-waters, on hypochondriacal affections, on dif- 
eafes of the liver, and, indeed, with few exceptions, the whole 
of the volume, will be read by intelligent perfons, who are pot, 
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as well as thofe within the pale of the profeffion of medicine, 
with advantage. Perhaps in fome inftances the author may 
appear to be too {ceptical, and to place too little dependence on 
the power of medicine in curing difeafes ; but, befides that it 
was difficult for a perfon, who wasevery day witnefs to the fal- 
lacy.of the charaétcrs given to various articles of the materia 
medica, to avoid fome little bias that way, it will be confi- 
dered, that it is an error on the fafe fide. Where the powers of 
any medicine were great and obvious, it was impeffble for him 
to avoid perceiving them ; where on the other hand they were 
doubtful, it was better he fhould fuppofe them to have rather 
Jefs than more than they really pofletfed. 

The account of Briftol-water is thort, and will not readily 
_ perhaps be admitted to be jutt. 


‘¢ The water of Briftol is celebrated for its purity, and for its vir. 
tues in confumptions, and feveral weaknefles, It has certainly no 
elaim,” the author fays, ‘‘ to be thought a pure water; and as far as 
my experience goes, it has as little jalt pretence to any of the medicinal 
virtues which it has been thought to poffefs,” P. 79. 


But Briftol-water, though not perfe€lly*pure, is one of the 
purelt fpring-waters known, and is particularly valuable on 
this account, that it may be kept almott for any length of time, 
and in any climate, without becoming putrid, or flofing its 
tranfparency. Hence large quantities of it are fent to the 
Eaft and Weft-Indies, where it is much etteemed ; but, in re- 
fpec to its fuppofed efficacy in curing confumption, or any other 
difeafe, we readily join with Dr. Hl. in faying that no proofs 
have come to our knowledge of its poflefling fuch properties. 
In p. 334, we have a curious cafe of ny@talopia, or night- 
blindnefs, ouly affeGing the patient when on board his fhip. 
This was printed in the firlt volume of Medical TranfaQions, 
In the fecond volume of that work, the author gave an ac- 
count of adiforder in the breaft, firft noticed by him, as he 
then imagined, to which he gave the naine of angina pe@toris. 
This account is here republifhed, but conliderably enlarged and 
unproved, with a fhort paflage from Calius Aurelianus, flightly, 
as he obferves, noticing the complaint. ‘* Erafiftratus,” that 
writer fays, “ memorat paralyfeos genus, et paradoxon ap- 
pellat, quo ambulantes repente fiftuntur, ut ambulare non pof- 
funt, et tum rurfum ambulare finuniur.” We fhall clofe our 
account of this very interefting volume, by inferting a cafe 
of catalepfy, from p. 307. 


“* Hiftoria Famine Cataleptice. 
«* Die Junii 26t0, anno 1764. In nofocomio S. Thoma vidi fa 
minam fex et triginta annos natam, acceflione cataleptica congelatam. 
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Pilfus erat plane naturalis, Placide fpirabat. Afpettus oris erat, 
qualis illorum qai intentis oculis et immotis palpebris aliquid contem- 
plantur ; non qualis moribundorum, aut zgrotantium, aut cum dolore 
aliquo aut meettitia confir@antium. Omnia membra iftum fitum fervae 

ant, quem aftantes cuique dediffent, utcunque incommodum. Ex. 
tendi brachium, et vidi illud extentum permanere in.tertiam horx 
partem: audivi id antea ita permanfiffe ultra horam ; quod vix quif- 
quam fants facere valeret. Immo fertur extenta manu feptem ib 
rum pondus fiftinuiffle. Si egra in rectum conftituta fuiflet, rea 
maneret ; neque levi impulfu confideret. Sedentiambo crura extenta 
funt, et a terra fublata, que in hdc fitu incommodo reftabant, quadi ex 
argilla fequaci aut ceta facta fuiffent. Os claufum eft, neque ulla vi 
potui maxillas diducere. Palpebra aperta fuerunt; aut fi vi clau- 
derentur, ceffante hac vi, illico didu@tz funt. Nitavit, fed leviflime, 
ubi digitus oculo repente admoveretur ; femper alias palpebra immotz 
fuerunt. Admota candela pupilla oculi fefe contraxit. Vi compreffis 
naribus, poft nifum aliquem, et gquafi luctam, labra aperta funt ad {pi- 
ritum tranfmittendum. Audivi illam hoc morbo impeditam fuiffe per 
aliquot menfes, Mane et vefpere fere quotidie redibant accefliones, 
et manebant modo horam, modo tres horas; et famula affirmavit quan- 
dain duodecim horas perfeverafle. Morbus repente folebat invadere, 
nullo figno antecedente,” 


Trae 





Art. 1X. The Hiflory of Scotland, from the Unio of the 
Crowns on the Acceffion of ‘Fames V1. to the Throne of Eng 
land, to the Union of the Kingdoms in the Reign of Queen 
Anne. By Malcolm Laing, Efg. With Two Differtations, 
hiftorical and critical, on the Gowrte Confpiracy, and on the 
Juppofed Authenticity of Offian’s Poems. In Two Volumes. 
8vo. $44 and 448 pp. 4£6s. Cadell and Davies. 1800. 


LTHOUGH the principal events that have occurred in 
the Hiftory of Scotland, from the union of the crowns 
under James I. to the union of the kingdoms in the reiga of 
Queen Anne, have already engaged the attention of various 
writers, and perfuns in general have made up their opinion on 
the leading occurrences during that period, yet it muft be 
allowed, that a work on a plan fimilar to this of Mr. Laing 
was wanting, to afford a complete view of the tranfaétions of 
an ancient kingdom, important in itfelf, and whofe proceed- 
ings mult have excited conftant attention while it remained a 
diftin@ dominion. But the chief incidents that took place in 
the affairs of Scotland, from the acceflion of James I. to the 
Reftoration of Charles II. being fo intimately blended with 
Englifh hiftory, and having been fo frequently inveftigated, it 
may be expected that, in order to create a frefh intereft, they 
fhould be prefented by fair hiltoric induction in a new afpeé. 
Rr2 This 
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This Mr. Laing has, in fome inftances, attempted. From the 
Reftoration to the Union many interefting events occurred, 
which may be deemed the peculiar materials of modern Scot- 
tifh hiftory; and during both thefe periods many circum- 
{tances have arifen not unworthy of being recorded, and capa- 
ble of affording general inftru€tion ; as well as of fupplying 
particular amufement to the perfons of the country, whofe 
annals are thus detailed. ‘Thefe are confiderations which fully 
authorize the production of the work in queftion. 

To fpeak generally of this Hiftory, it exhibits manifeft 

roofs of diligence, and in fome parts of acute difquifition ; 
Git we apprehend that, in the part of his labours which will 
probably excite chief attention, namely, the account of 
Charles I. and the tranfa@tions of both nations during the 
eivil war, the author will hardly obtain the praife of fufficient 
impartiality. If,as muft be admitted, fome celebrated writers 
have fuffered in their reputation, from an eager defire of vin- 
dicating the conduct of Charles [. by fuppreffions of truth 
hurtful to the credit of hiftory, the prefent writer will not ef- 
cape the cenfure of being actuated by prejudice, from his inju- 
rious fuggeftions of a contrary tendency. Being furnithed 
with proof that, in fome in{tances, Charles the Firft had acted 
with diflimulation, the hiftorian feems to have conceived, that 
infincerity formed a chief ingredient in that unfortunate 
Prince’s character, and that every promife and every offer made 
by him was tinCtured with perfidy. In the ordinary commerce 
of life men, as they advance in years, become more provident, 
or, in other words, more diftruftful ; furely then fome allow- 
ance ought to be granted for the conduét of a Prince tortured 
by anxiety, leflened perhaps in his own efteem from the con- 
ceffions he had already made, and forefeeing that ftill greater 
would be exacted, and encompafled by fnares, in an age when, 
according to the writer’s own obfervation, hypocrify was the 
prevailing vice. (p. 232) If at this period he hefitated what 
courfe to take, is he to be fligmatized as being deceitful ? On 
the contrary, could he by temporizing, or by any blamelefs 
expedient, have preferved the eftablifhments under which he 
was born, and which he had been taught to revere as facred ; 
thofe eftablifhments, which, though for a fhort time fubverted, 
it hath pleafed Divine Providence to reinftate, and of whofe 
alutary influence millions now partake, would fuch condua, 
had it been fuccefsful, be now deemed unjultifiable ? 

On a topic of frequent difcufhon, Mr. Laing has under- 
taken to vindicate his countrymen ; namely, from the reproach 
which the Scots underwent, and, according to Mr. Hume, ftill 
undergo, ‘* of felling their King, and bargaining their Prince 
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The author feems duly aware of the difficulty 


for money.’ 
of this undertaking, and expreffes himfelf thus: 


** On this ee [am fenfible that there is equal danger of incur. 


ring, on the one hand, the imputation of national partiality and preju- 
dice, or of acquiefcing on the other, without due examination, too pre. 
cipitately in the received opinion; but the fidelity of the hiftorian 
will be abfolved by an accurate explanation of each tranfaction, in 
the order of time, the beft criterion perhaps of hiftorical truth,” 


Purfuing this idea, Mr. L. proceeds to fhow, that the 
amount of arrears due to the Scots, after exorbitant propofals 
on both fides, was fixed at the fum of 400,000). on the firft of 
September ; and that the refolution of the Commons, with 
refpect to the difpofal of the King’s perfon, did not take place 
till the 38th of September, ‘* which refolution, being com- 
municated to the Scottifh Commiflioners, was refented ina 
manner fufficient to demonftrate that it had not entered into 
confideration in the fettlement of arrears.” He afterwards 
obferves, p- 331, that the amount of arrears was adju(ted in 
Augult ; but when the Scottifh Parliament met in November, 
the difpofal of his (the King’s) perfon remained undetermined : 
and the authority of Whitelock is cited, that, on the 24th of 
December, a mutual underftanding firft began for the delivery 
of the King. 

This line of defence arifing from the order of time, by which 
it is attempted to make the payment of the arrears appear 
quite a different tranfa&tion from that for the delivery of the 
King’s perfon, had been fuggefted heretofore, and is anfwered 
by Hume, by an Appeal to Common Senfe, which requires 
that they fhould be regarded as one and the fame ; as the Eng- 
lifh, unlefs previoufly affured. of receiving his perfon, would 
never have relinquifhed a fum fo confiderable as to weaken 
themfelves, while it ftrengthened a people with whom fo ma- 
terial a queftion remained to be difcufled. 

This obje&tion is admitted to be fo forcible, that the order 
of time is afterwards deferted, and a different vindication is re- 
forted to; namely, “ the uniform tenour of their political 
condudt, and the unvaried object of their moft fecret intrigues.” 
After a fhort explanation on thefe points, the author proceeds 
thus: ‘* The fad is, their fituation was fo peculiar, that the 
could neither retain nor relinquifh the poffeffion of his perfon 
without incurring the imputation of treachery to the Parlia- 
ment, or of difloyalty to the King.” Zo the Parliament at 
leaft they were fteadfaft in their engagements ; and their repeated 
offers, renewed 

«* at the period of their departure, to undertake his defence on 


the only terms confiftent with their original engagements, their reli- 
gious 
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-— principles, or their political interefts, fhould abfolve them from 
imputation of having fold their King, or retained his perfon as a 
pledge to extort their arrears.” P, 337. 

Having thus candidly {tated the dilemma into which, hy ther 
conduct, the Scots had reduced themfelves, of being either 
treacherous or dilloyal, and having abfolved them from the 
imputation of treachery to Parliament, by the evidence of faéts ; 
we apprehend, that the generality of readers will be of opinion, 
that the author is {till hampered with the other accufation, and 
has not difentangled the Scots from the awkwardnefs of theix 
fituation. . 

If hiftory has been properly defcribed as philofophy teach. 
ing by example, Mr. L: has.acquitted himfelf of his duty, by 
€xpatiating on the pernicious effects of what is ufually called 
religious perfecution. The miferics endured, and the horrid 
cruelties fuffered, by the Prefbyterians, under the adminiftration 
of Lauderdale, were certainly not the means to reconcile them 
to epifcopacy. On the fubjeé of religious opinion, we muft 
acquit this author of all partiality, we had almoft added, of 
all prejudice; but when we recollect his avowed declaration, 
<« that the diftinguifhed attribute of an eftablifhed church is an 
intolerant zeal” (p. 237) we perceive that the phrafe would not 
be ftrictly accurate, though the prejudice would be found on 
the other fide of the queftion. 

The maffacre of Glencoe, and the projeét for a fettlement 
at Darien, are memorable events ; in the detail of which, Mr. 
L. has fhown a very commendable induftry: and on the more 
important topic, namely, the hiltory of the Union of the two 
kingdoms, we may compliment him with the praife of having 
prefented the public with the moft acceptable account of that 
very interefting tranfaQion. His account contains a general 
ftatement of the leading arguments that were urged, both for 
and againft the meafure ; together with a detail of the princi- 
pal incidents that occurred, tending to influence the conduet of 
parties and of individuals in Scotland, during the continuance ot 
that difcuffion. Having thus expreffed our approbation in ge- 
neral of this part of the work, Mr. L. will excufe us for en- 
quiring with what degree of propriety the truly refpeétable ap- 
pellation of Pafrict is givento Belhaven, Fletcher of Salsom, 
&c. for having ftrenuoufly refifted, perhaps, the molt beneficial 
compaét for both parties that has been entered into fince the 
eftablifhment of civil fociety? Is it becaufe in the prefent day 
oppofition and patriotifm are by fome politicians confidered as 
convertible terms? But whatever we may think of undiftin- 
guifhing oppofition, we will not conceal that this author’s in- 
duftry has traced the progrefs of the court-like arts of porraes 
i0Q 
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fion to its minutelt branches, and fhown, p. 373, that a mem- 
der of the ariftocracy at that period accepted a gratuity of 
111. 12s, to @imulate his zeal for the welfare of his country, 
on this interefting fubjeét of the Union. 

To mention minurer circumftances, the author feems difpofed 
to give greater credit to Bifhop Burnet’s hiftorical accuracy, 
than fome’ other writers are inclined to allow; in matters re- 
lating to Scottith hiftory, Mr. L. is certainly qualified to judge, 
and has affigned the ground of his opinion, trom having col- 
hated Burnet with authentic wriiers. But in another initance 
he has departed much more widely from general opinion, by 
{peaking of the accuftomed bafenefs (vol. ii. p. 14) of a popu- 
lar charger, long known by the epithet of honeft George 
Monk. | 

It is {tated in the Preface, that this work was written in a 
diftant folitude, probably very far north, for many national 
klioms prevail, together with feveral inaccuracies, which may 
be corre&ted in a fecond edition, We fubjoin a fpecimen, by 
no means difcreditable, of the author’s (tyle, in drawing the 


chara€&tcr of Charles che Second. 


s« Ever fince the era of the acceflion, the fovereign became fo much 
eftranged from Scotland, that, except in the civil wars of Charles I, 
his prefence or perfonal interpofition has feldom occurred. From the 
tranfactions in Scotland, therefore, under Charles LI, it is neither poffi- 
ble to difcover his private, nor equitable to judge entirely of his public 
character. His early misfortunes had rendered him an ealy, unafluming 
companion, familiar and intimate with his atvendants in exile. His 
converfe with foreign courts had imparted an rs wy refinement to his 
manners, which our former fovereigns never pofleffed, Affable, indul- 
gent, ingenious and communicative, polite without affettation, face. 
tious and witty without malignity, alike exempt from his father’s re- 
ferve and his grandfather's buffoonery, he was bleffed with all the ex- 
ternal and {pecious qualities of an accomplifhed prince; and whgp re- 
ftored to his fubjecis, appeared to be boyn fog the delight of the human 
race. But if adverfity be the {choo] for pringes, it is feldom that they” 
return trom exile amended or improved. His fenfe of misfortunes had 
been loft in diffipation, and although his judgment was found and cor- 
rect, his mind, engroffed with frivolous pu fuits and unworthy plea- 
fures, was raali 4 or impatient of application to ferious affairs, His 
indolence has been frequently employed to extenuate his vices, by thofe 
with whom hiftory is an apology for the crimes or mifconduét of kings. 
He was infincere in his promifes, to avoid importunity ; ungrateful, to 
efcape obligations which he was unable to on : but thefe vices 
had a deeper root, in the diftruft and habitual diffimulation acquired 
in exile. His unfriendly reception abroad, and perhaps his difficulties 
after his return, had infpired a fettled diftruft, not only of all parties, 
but of all mankind. His intrigues and intercourfe with every party, 
with the prefbyterians, cavaliers, and papifts, had inured bim early to 
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a perfidious duplicity ; his eafy infinuating addrefs was conducive to 
the moft artful diffimulation ; and his fyftematical difregard of morals 
is betrayed in the favourite and uniform maxim of his whole life; that 
men were never honeft nor fincere from principle, nor women chafte 
but from humour or’caprice. With the fnanners, tafte, and refine- 
ment, he had imbibed the licentious gallantry of the French court; 
and to his habitual dependence while a fugitive, we muft afcribe the 
venal and proftitute {pirit with which, inhisfecret treaties with Louis, 
he fold the nation and himfelf when king. From his popular talents, 
and the defire of abfolute power, which his education among the ca; 
valiers abroad had confirmed, the Englith found a temporary refource 
in his indolence and profufion ; and until the la(t years of his reign, 
his government, however unconftitutional, was comparatively mild. 
But his mind was alike adverfe to the liberties, and irreconcileable to 
the religion of the nation, ever ready to facrifice its glory and its in- 
terefts to his own criminal purfuits and pleafures; and a reign, aufpi- 
cious and popular at its commencement, became, as might naturally be 
expected, difgraceful and odious before its conclufion. 

«* His perfon was tall and graceful ; his countenance an affemblage 
of harfh but majeftic features. Huiftorians, ftruck with his refemblance 
to the bufts of ‘Liberius, have indulged a comparifon of their charac- 
ters, and the events of their lives; their invariable choice of unprin- 
cipled favourites, whom they fucceffively trufted, hated, and deftroyed; 
the profound diffimulation with which they concealed their defigns, 
their indolence and love of pleafure, their early banifhment, unexpett- 
ed fucceffion, and fufpicious death. Neither 1n the focial, though li. 
centious pleafures of his court, nor in the government of England, 
difquieted and therefore controlled by the moft oppofite fafions, did 
Charles refemble the folitary and fufpicious tyrant of Caprz ; but the. 
various, and enormous oppreffions of his reign in Scotland, may be 
compared with the tyranny of the worft Czfars. The only difference 
is, that inftead of the firft ranks of the nobility, whom Tiberius ex- 
tinguifhed, a more diffufive, and to the people a more infupportable tys 
ranny, extended over the community at large. The only apology for 
Charles is, that he was not prefent to fupersntend or to reftrain his mi- 
nifters; to wirnefs the tortures, the groans, or the murder of his fub- 
jets; to compute the fams: that were wrung from their mifery, or the 
blood indifcriminately fhed by his judges and guards. But the crimes 
of his minifters, and the cries of: the people, were repeatedly, yet in- 
effeftually, conveyed to hisear: the orders tor a maflacre were certainly 
executed with his ayprobatian, if not {ubfcribed with his hand; and 
his refufal to alleviate or to hften to the calamities of his fubjeéts, be- 
fpeaks a cruel, unforgiving, and obdurate heart ; irreconcileable to the 
prefby terians from former indignities, and without religious bigotry, 
fecretly gratified with religious perfecution.” Vol. ii. p, 139. 

Though the flyle of this hiftorian is not yet faultlefs, it isin 
our opinion much improved fince he pubi:thed the fupplemental 
volume to Dr. Henry’s Hiftory*. His political difpofitions 
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* See Brit. Crit. vol. ii. pp. 121, 309, and 419, 
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feem not to have undergone any material change; and they 
are in many refpeéts fo different from thofe which we enter- 
tain, that a commendation of them from us cannot poffibly be 
expected. But, as the fermentations of mens’ minds on po- 
litical fubjects have in fome degree fubfided, {neers againtt ellae 
bliihments, and farcafms againlt courts, may be read with due 
allowance for the prejudices of the writer, and without pro- 
ducing any great effect on the feelings or opinions of the reader. 

The Ditlertation which concludes thefe volumes is of too 
interefling a nature to us to be pafled in filence. I! difcufles 
the much-agitated queftion of the authenticity of Offian’s 
Poems, as publifhed by Macpherfon, againft which it takes @ 
decided, and, we think, a decifive part. Mr. Laing enters at 
large into the queftion, evidently with a view to reduce the an- 
{wer as nearly as poflible to demonttration. In this we think 
he has been very fuccefsful ; and, though we wanted no new 
arguments to fix our opinion on a point, fo clearly decided (to 
our apprehenfion) by the internal evidence, and by the condué 
of the perfon principally concerned, we fhall give a brief view 
of Mr. Laing’s difcaffion, for the ufe of thofe who may be in- 
clined to purfue the enquiry. 

Mr. L. begins his Differtation by referring to what he had 
faid in his firft volume, p. 44, which he confiders as unanfwer- 
able. Itis this; which we fhall begin from the preceding 
page. 

“« The Highlands were lefs acceffible (than the borders) to improve- 
ment, and lefs fubmiflive to goyernment. Separated by their moun- 
tains, and divided by a peculiar language, from the reft of Scotland, 
the natives have continued a diltin¢t and unmixed race, and preferved 
the genuine, unadulterated remains of the ancient Celts, to whofe 
drefs and manners there is nothing fimilar among the Gothic nations 
of Europe. ‘The productions of the Celtic Mute would perfuade us 
to afcribe to their early manners a civilization inconfiftent with an ut- 
ter ignorance of the arts of life; an uniform heroifm unknown to 
barbarians; a humanity which refinement has never equalled ; and to 
believe that, before their advance to the fhepherd ftate, they poffeffed 
a correét tafte, a polifhed diction, a cultivated and fublime poetry, en- 
riched with the choiceft images of claffical antiquity, and intermixed 
with all the fentimental affectation of the prefent tines, Their hiftory 
contains no marks of primeval refinement, unlefs we can perfuade 
ourfelves that their defcendants, as foon as they approached obferva- 
tion, degenerated, on emerging from the favage ftate, and became 
more barbarous, in proportion as they became more civilized.” Vol. i. 
P> 43- 

Such isthe principal argument io that paflage, which is fur- 
ther confirmed, by an account of their real manners, from the 
time when an actual knowledge of them commences. The 
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argument Is Certainly very rong ; but it is not perhaps fy 
itrongly ftated as it is, with others, by Mr. Pinkerton, in his 
Scottith and Lrith Hiftory, vol. ii. p. 82*. But to proceed to 
the Differtauon. Mr. Laing divides his fubje& into eight 
heads, which are feparately treated in the following order, 
x. The Roman Hiftory of Britain, p. 378. 2. The middle 
Ages, p. 384. 3. Tradition, p. 387. 4. Manners, D- 394. 
5. The real Origin of the Poems, p. 399. 6. Imitations in 
them, p.409. 7. Lhe pretended Earfe Originals, p. 431, 
$. Macpherfon’s own Account, p. 446. 

To go regularly through thefe feveral heads with the author, 
fo as to give even a fketch of the contents of each, would lead 
fo an account too extenfive for this work. We mult content 
ourfelves with felecting a few of thofe points which appear to 
us the moft important. There was not, fays Mr. L. a fingle 
Highlander in Scotland, of the prefent race, at the beginning 
of the zra afcribed to Fingal : and the age of that hero is in 
thefe Poems extended from Caracalla, in 208, to the battle of 
Gabra, in 2g6t, ‘* with the fame propriety as if a youthful 
patriot, who had refifted an union in the Scottith Parliament, 
were again introduced, at the end of the century, oppofing an 
union with Ireland, in the Britith fenate.” P. 379. .Swaran, 
in the firit fragments, publifhed in 1760, was called Garve,a 
literal cranflation of Magnus, nor is there any other original 
to which he can be referred, but Magnus Barefoot early in the 
2th century. In many other inftances, refpecting places and 
perfons, Mr. Laing proves anticipations of what certainly was 
siot in exiftence at the fuppofed gra of Offian. With refpect 
to tradition, the fame arguments are infifted upon (but more at 
length)as Mr. Pinkerton has alfoufed; and, when MSS. are called 
in, Johnfon’s affertion remains unimpeached, that not a fingle 
Erfe MS. exifts above a century old. ‘ Let a fingle book of 
Fingal in MS. /uch as tranflated by Macpherfon, of an older 
date than the prefent century, be produced and ludged in a pub- 
lic library”—he is ready to give up the difpure. The red book 
of Clanronald turns out to be no older than 1726, and, befides, 





~_— 


* We fhould be glad alfo to know how thefe queftions of the fame 
author can be anfwersed. ‘* Is it nota plain fact, that not evena 
fhort poem ever was preferved by tradition for more than three cen- 
turies, not a ballad ? How then preferve long and numerous pieces for 
fourteen centuries ? Is it not a plain fact, that the language of every 
country becomes obfolete through time, even to the learned ? How 
then can Gaelic of the third century be preferved in the popular 
mouth.” Note, p. 82. 

+ Reliques of Irith Poetry, p. 146, 
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¢ontains but little to the purpofe. Under the article of Man- 
ners, Mr. L. again ably contra(ts the real manners of the High- 
landers with thofe that appear in the Poems : and mentions fe- 
veral curious and important particulars. 

But one of the molt remarkable difcoveries in this Diffeg. 
tation is that of the poetical hiltory of Macpherfon, who, in 
1758, two years before he publithed the fragments of Orhan, 
and four vears before he publithed the whole, produced a Poem 
in fix books, entitled the Highlander, of the Epic kiod, and in 
rhyme. ‘This Poem, which is faid to have been afterwards di- 
ligenily fuppreffed by Macpherfon, is now becoine fcarce; but 
has been, by the favour of a curious collector, lately in out 
hands. [tis comprifed in eighty-two pages duodecimo, but 
contains undoubtedly abundant proof of a genius very fimilar 
to that which di¢tated the Poems afcribed by him to Offian, 
The name of Macpherfon does not appear init; buta copy pre- 
fented by him, as the author, foon after its publication, to Mr. 
Colin Campbell, now collector of the cultoms at Fort Wil- 
liam, was put into the hands of Mr. Laing, with undoubted 
aflfurance of its origin. The author was then twenty-one ; 
and, though his tafte was not yet formed, nor had he acquired 
the graces or command of the Englith language (his native 
language being Erfe) yet the images and incidents are fuff- 
ciently allied to Fingal. 


«* Green meteors, mountains, maids in armour, ftorms, and gholts. 
The fame ambitious phrafeology, itraining after the fublime, which is 
fo apt to degenerate into bombait in Offian*, becomes quite ludicrons 
jn the Highlander, from the untutored tafte of the author.” P, 4o1. 


One or two of the more remarkable inftances of fimilarity 
we fhall here infert. The following is very clofe. 


«« The Scots, a ftream, would {weep the Danes away, 
The Danes, a rock, repel the Scots array.” Highl. p. 21. 


«¢ — The ranks of Sweno ftand in firm array, 
As hoary rocks repel the raging fea.” 1b, p. 22. 


*«¢ As roll a thoufand waves to a rock, fo Swaran’s holt came on, 
As meets a rock a thoufand waves, fo Erin met Swaran of fpears,”— 
‘© Frothal came forth with the ftream of his people. But they met a 





* We think into nonfenfe, We have here fpoken our opinion 
ftrongly of thefe Poems, becaufe our convittion of it is ftrong, We 
confefs, however, that fome perfons, whofe learning and abilities we 
very highly eitimate, think otherwife; particularly, as is well known, 
Mr. }. Whiraker, the able defender of Queen Mary, Rev. 
rocks 
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rock, Fingal ftood unmoved. Broken they rolled back. from his 
fide.” Offian. 


‘« But I gleam once, then fink, and am no more.” High. 
«* Ofca is like the mift of Cona: I appear and I vanith away,” 


Offian. 


Under the article [mitations, various examples are given of 
pallages copied from Scripture, and from many modern poets; 
and, in the clofe of that part, the critic adverts to the real ori- 

inals of Offian, which are certain [rith ballads, concerning 
>t. Patrick and others, of no great length, and {till lefs poetic 
dignity. The Irith antiquaries however tei] us, that Oifin and 
Fergus were the bards of Finn, of whom the latterwas the 
chief, and that they all flourifhed in Ireland*. Mr. Laing af- 
terwards criticizes, with great feverity, the fragments of the 
{rfe original more rec ently produced by Macpher fon, which, he 
itrongly contends, bear the moft evi: dent marks of modern fa- 
brication. In the laft fetion of this Differtation it is urged, 
that Macpherfon, in his improved edition of the Poems, did 
virtually avow them as his own, in ex preffions fuficiently une- 
quivocal. He certainly fpeaks of them in his Preface, here 
quoted, as depending for their improvement, during eleven 
years from their firft publication, upon the increafe of his own 
knowledge in language, and his judgment in the ufe of ima- 
gery 3 he even ufes the expreflions of the author, and the wrt- 
ger, in fpeaking of himfelf with reference tathefe Poems. It 
may certainly be argued, that vanity might*do this, after the 
extravagant admiration which the Poems had received ; but 
the internal marks, and the total deficiency of any well- attefted 
originals, in every {tage of the bufinefs, muft ever, in our opt- 
nion, jyltify thefe pretenfions of Macpherfon, and leave him as 
the fole and undoubted author of by far the greater part of his 
extravagant volume. 

We thall now take our leave of a Differtation, the writer of 
which has certainly done more than his predeceflors, towards 
reducing into a demonftrative form the pro ofs of f{purioufnefs, 
which adhere to the Poems afcribed to Offian ; Poems which, 
10 ovr apprehenfion, as little deferve, in general, the extrava- 
gant prailes they have obtained, as the reliance with which they 
were received ‘f Dr. Henry and others, as hiftorical docu- 
ments, 
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* See Mifs Brook’s Reliques of Irith Poetry, p. 142. 
Art. 

































1° OD bee OD UF kee 


oe oe “UD ED 


The Britifh Commiffary. By Mr. H. Le Mefurier. 613 


Art. X. The Britifh Commiffary, in Two Parts. Part I. 
A Syftem for the Britifo Commiffariat on Foreign Service. 
Part ll. An Effay towards afcertaining the Ufe and Duties 
ef a Commiffariat Staff in England. By Haviland Le Me- 
furier, Efq. 211 pp. Egerton. 38or. 


jt is a fubje&t of frequent regret to us, that we have it not 
always in our power to proportion the extent of our re- 
marks to the merit of the works which pafs under our review, 
but that the nature of our undertaking frequently obliges us 
to allot a large portion of our pages to fome authors, who are 
not entitled to much praife, and to others, who excite either 
our cenfure or our indignation ; while we take but a: brief 
and fummary notice of fome books which we are bound to 
commend, and which we wifh to recommend to the notice of 
the public. 
Tt is not poflible to enter into a detail of works, which are 
in themfelves an epitome of fome great plan, and in which 
every fentence is replete with new inftruction. Of fucha 
nature is the work before us, the name of whofe author would 
be fufficient to recommend it to the civil and military depart- 
ments of the army. “Theenormous fortunes which we fee at 
this day poffeifed by feveral individuals in this kingdom, are a 
fufficient proof of the mon{trous abufes, and the walte of public 
money, which mutt have occurred in the ofhce of Commiilary 
in former wars, particularly in the American and feven years 
wars. It gives us therefore great fatisfaction to find, that the 
regulations now offered to the public, by Mr. Commiilary Le 
Mefurier, are not a theory invented during his leifure hours, 
but that they were actually carried into execution during our 
fhort, but difaftrous campaign in Flanders ; and it is evident 
that the greateft benefits mult have refulted from them, both 
to the army and thenation. A {tronger proof cannot be pro- 
duced of the facility and fimplicity of the plan, than that it 
could be executed in the rear of a retreating army, and in the 
face of a viétorious enemy. In former wars, it was a common 
faying, that a precipitate retreat was a fortune toa Commiflary; 
and we fear there is too much reafon to believe, that advantage 
has been taken of the lofs of magazines to charge for ftores 
which were never provided. Were there no checks on the 
expenditure of the Commilfariat but the receipts of foreign 
merchants, Mr. Le Mefurier remarks, (we fear, with too much 
truth) that every man of bufinefs knows how little difficulty 


there would be in procuring or conftructing fuch ee 
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613 The Brilifh Commiffary, By Mr. H: Le Mefurie?. 


We would willingly fele& fpecimens from a work which we 
fo much approve, was not every part fo connected, that it ig 
fearcely poflible to detach any portion, which will by itfeif 
convey an idea of the plan. Mr. Le Mefurier writes per- 
fetly like a nian of bufinefS, more attentive to the miat- 
terthanthe manner. He has omitted riothing which was 
neceflary to the perfe€tion of his plan ; but he has not at- 
tempted to decorate his book by one fuperfluous word. Ih 
proof of this, we thall extract, what he has naturally given in 
the greatelt detail, the duties of his own office. 


_ © As the Commiflary-General attends the Commander in Chief 
daily, for orders, and to make his reports, fo fhould he at certain hours 
render himfelf accefflible to perfons of every defcription. It is a moft 
eflential part of his duty to obtain information of every kind: the 
civil polity, the interior refources, the roads, rivers, or canals, of a 
country, are objects which obvioufly he muft acquire a knowledge of, 
but which he will be deceived in, unlefs he can draw information from 
various fources, and compofe and digeft the opinions and views of dif- 
ferent people; for intereft rules chaokind, and no one comes neaf an 
army without aninterefted motive. By thus opening the fluices Of ir- 
formation, he will not only obtain ufeful knowledge, as to the country, 
but will be furnifhed with the only means in his power of checking 
abufes in every department; for no contractor will feek to cotrupt 
fubordinate officers, while he iinds bimfelf admitted to the prefence of 
the Chief, and abufes will be attempted with extreme caution, when {6 
watchful an eye is known to pervade every part of the adminiftrations 

«© But while oral communication is infilted on as neceffary to draw 
forth the refources and to check abufes, it is as indifpenfably reqiired, 
that all money tranfactions fhould be committed to writing. Every 
tender fhould be written and figned ; the fupply of an army muft not 
depend on the caprice of any man; and itis weli known, that perfons 
in general age more tenacious of their bond than of their word; but 
above all, it is incumbent on the Commitlary-General to prove, that 
he has at all times ufed diligence to procure tenders, and that he has 
accepted the beft. ‘The unaccepted tenders are the tair and propet 
certificates of prices to be produced by him, and they come within the 
meaning of the fifth article of his treafury inftructions ; for the certi- 
ficate of two re/peciable merchants abroad, may at anv ume be obtained 

with a little management, when a mere cover ts intended; while a 
difereet Commiflary-General will be cautious of difclofing his tranf- 
actions to the merchants of the country he is in, which he mutt do, if 
he requires bona fide certificates of them ; and as to the certificates of 
magiftrates, it is well known they are as little to be depended om.” 


The arrangement of a Commiffariat Staff in England, which 
conftitutes the fecond part of this volume, we recommend to 
the perufal of all thofe who intereft themfelves in the defence 
of the kingdom againit foreign invafion. We ardently hope 
the na'ion may never egain be fubjected to fuch a danger ; but 
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fie man can doubt of the propriety of being always prepared 
to refift it; and we truft in the fyitem which is now forming 
for the education of military men, the duties of the Commif- 
fary’s office will not be forgotten, The appointments fuggelted 
by Mr. Le Mefurier may be made with little or no expence, 
except an invafion fhould a@tually take place ; and even then, 
as he very jultly obferves, fuch isthe abundance of fupplies in 
this country, that it would not be neceffary to form large ma- 
gazines. The propriety of his objections, indeed, to large 
magazines in general, mult be obvious to every one. They 
ferve only to impede an army, and enrich the contractors. 
Troops tofe their confidence, in proportion as they are ree 
moved to a diftance from that place whence they know 
they are to derive all their fupplies ; whereas, if {mall maga- 
zines are difpofed in different parts of the country, foldiers 
become indifferent about them, becaufe they believe that, ia 
removing from one, they are approaching another. 


ee a ee ee 





Arr. XI. Specimens of the early Englifh Poets, Sc. By G. 
Ellis, Efq- 


(Concluded from p. 224.) 


THE greateft part of the fecond volume of Mr. Ellis’s work, 
is occupied by fpecimens of the poetry of the reign of 
Elizabeth. 


‘© The poetical hiftory of this important reign,” fays Mr. E. 
** which occupies near a century in our annals, could not eafily be 
comprized in a moderate volume. Epic and Didaétic Poems, Satires, 
Plays, Mafques, ‘Tranflations from the Greck, Latin, and all the mo- 
dern languages, Hittorical Legends, Devotional Poems, Paftorals, 
Sonnets, Madrigals, Acroftics, and Humourous and Romantic Ballad 
were produced during this period, with a profufion which perhaps has 
never fince been equalled. No lefs than feventy-four poets are afligned. 
to the age of Elizabeth, in the new edition of the ‘* Theatrum Po- 
‘etarum,’ and the catalogue might certainly be much farther extended. 
It is true, that of thefe claimants to immortality, the far greater part 
have been be | oe | configned to oblivion ; a few fuch as Dray- 
ton, Fairfax, Warner, Sir J. Harrington, Sir Philip Sidney, Sir Wal- 
ter Raleigh, continue to be cited in deference to their ancient reputa- 
tion ; but Shakfpeare, Johnfon, Fletcher, Spenfer, and Sir J. Davis, 
are Alill confelled to be unrivalled in their ftyles of compofition, al- 
though nearly two centuries have fince elapfed, during which the pro- 
gtefs of literature, and the improvement of our language, have been 
conttant and uninterrupted.” Vol. ii. p. 131s Th 
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The author afterwards fhortly ftates the circumftances which 
turned the national genius towards poetry, in the age of Eli. 
zabeth, and which beftowed on the poetty of that period, both 
its great excellence and its peculiar charaéter. In this (tate- 
ment, nothing is more con{picuous than that power of elegant 
and luminous abridgment, of that talent for delivering the res 
fult of extenfive knowledge, in eafy and popular language, 
which fo peculiarly diftinguifhes this work. In fubftance, Mr, 
Ellis agrees with Mr. Warton. In one particular he diflents 
from him, and we think with reafon. 


«© Mr. Warton thinks he fees in the writers of this reign, ** a cer- 
tain dignified inattention to niceties,” and to this he attributes * the 
flowing modulation which now marked the meafures of our poets;” 
but there feems to be neither dignity nor inattention in deviating from 
rules which had never been laid down; and the modulation which he 
afcribes to this caufe, is not lefs likely to have refulted from the mufi- 
cal ftudies which at this time formed a part of general education, The 
lyrical compofitions of this time are fo far from being ufually marked 
with a faulty negligence, that excefs of ornament, and laboured affec« 
tation, are their chara¢teriftic blemifhes. Such as are free from con- 
ceit and antithefis, are in general exquifitely polifhed, and may fafely 
be compared with the moft elegant and finifhed f{pecimens of mcdern 
poetry.” Vol. ii. p. 133. 

The firft place, though not the firft rank, among the poets 
of this reign, is given te the Queen herfelf ; Old Puttenham 
tells us, ** I can find none example in Englifh metre, fo weil 
maintaining this figure (the exargafa, or gorgeous) as that ditty 
of her Majefties own making, paffing fweet and harmonious.” 

This panegyric proves only, that old critics were as courtly 
as modern. But the lines are fmooth enough, as the follows 
ing couplet will fhow : ’ 

‘© For falfehood now doth flow, and fubject faith doth ebb, 
Which would not be if reafon rul’d, or wifdom weav’d the web.” 


The perpetual recurrence of the fame fubje&, Love, in thefe 
Gpecimens, is indeed no fault of Mr. Ellis; but it muft be 
owned to be a confiderable defe&t in his materials. We do 
noi {peak as auftere moralifts, though reviewers are well known 
to be always venerable fages, far Soniite to the ufual frailties 
of human nature! But the uniformity is really tirefome, and 
the more fo, becaufe when we fee every poet in love, we know 
that it is no longer a fentiment, but a fafhion. From the ac- 
ceffion of Elizabet to the Reftoration, perhaps as much inge- 
nuity was employed by poets in counterfeiting love, as had two 
or three centuries before been extended by fchoolmen in the 
ere€¥ion of fyitems of philofophy, and with a very fimilar iffue, 
as 
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as far as relates either to the pleafure of the reader or the du- 
rable reputation of the author, 

It is too commonly known to require obfervation, that our 
poetry, in the reign of Evizabeth, had attained much harmony 
of verfification, which, under Donne and.Cowley, it after- 
wards in a great meafure loft. We fhall content ourfelves 
with exemplifying this common remark, by a very few paf- 
fages of thole poets, who, being older than Shakefpeare and 
Spenfer, may be regarded as the fathers of Englifh poetry. 
Gafcoigne, Turberville, and Greene, are harmonious and 
pleafing, efpecially Greene. But we were particularly ftruck 
by the fpecimens from Ssuthwell, whofe verfes breathe a fober 
and p-nfive morality, very remote from the affeéted pallion and 
romance of his age. 

The following ftanza 1s a rational and pleafing attempt to 
extract confolation from the viciflitudes of human life : 

«© Not always fall of leaf, nor ever f{pring, 

Nor endlefs night, nor yet eternal day ; 

The faddeft birds a feafon find to fing ; 

The roGgheft ftorm a calm may foon allay ; 

Thus with fucceeding turns God tempereth all, 

That man may hope to rife, yet fear to fall.” Vol. ii. p. 168. 


«© The Soul’s Errand,” of Str Walter Raleigh, is a very lively 
Satire, and the ‘* Nymph’s Reply,” afcribed on tolerable evi- 
dence to the fame extraordinary man, is certainly one of the 
moft ingenious, fpirited, and harmonious Songs in the Englifh 
language. It 1s furprifing, that in this age of editorfhip, no- 
body fhould have thought of collecting the works of fo re- 
markable a perfonage, who, as we are told by his contempo- 
raries, on the day of his trial for treafon, went into court the 
moft unpopular man in England, and came out the moft popu- 
lar ; a triumph for which he was doubtlefs much indebted to 
the powers of his own genius, but perhaps {till more to the 
brutality of his profecutors. ‘Fohn Lylie, the inventor of the, 
jargonical ftyle, called Euphut/m, which had fo much tempo- 
rary vogue, may be added to the lift of thofe writers who had 
tafte in one fort of writing, though they had none in another. 
Notwithftanding all the pedantry of his profe, he is eafy and 
gay in his verfe ; in the fame manner as the tafte of Cowley, 
which fo often abandons him in poetry, is con{tantly felt in his 
natural and elegant profe. Among the fpecimens from Sir 
Philip Sidney, we particularly remarked ‘* the Tale,” buried 
under the mafs of his Arcadia, which is well invented and 
well told. The following couplet, from Nicholas Breton, il- 
luftrates the ufe of the famous'word ** hig,” for a prepara- 
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tion of milk, a fenfe for which Dr. -Johnfon has given no av- 
thority. 

«* With leeks and onions, whig, and whey, 

I muft content me as I may.” 


We were very much difpofed to have quoted fome of the 
charming extraéts from the minor Poems of Spenfer, but we 
were embarrafled by the difficulty of choice. If Mr. Todd’s 

romifed edition of that great poet fhould be executed with the 
thine knowledge, tafte, and care, which mark his Milton (of 
which-we have full expectation) he will deferve a high rank 
among the benefa@ors of Englifh literature. We felt fome 
furprife at finding no extra& in this collection from Fairfax, 
whom Dryden thought more harmonious than Spenfer him- 
felf, and whom Waller acknowledged to be his mailer in num- 
bers. No fhort Poems of Fairfax* were probably to be found, 
But perhaps Mr. Ellis has adhered too rigidly to his rule, of 
excluding fragments from large works. Small Poems, in 
themfelves complete, are indeed preferable. But it is not eafy 
to exemplify, by thefe alone, the progre{s of poetical ftyle ; 
and the uniformity of fubject, of which we have already com- 
plained, feems in part to have arifen from this almoft exclufive 
preference. The reign of Elizabeth is concluded, by Ms. 
Ellis, with the following fine fatirical lines of our firlt Englith 
fatirift, Bifosp Hall. 


_—— 





* In Mrs. Cooper’s Mufe’s Library, at p. 364, is inferted an Ec- 
logue, by E, Fairfax, the fourth out of twelve; for which, the editor 
fays, the was indebted to the indulgence of the family of the poet, 
from whom alfp fhe had thé Memoirs of him, inferted in her work. 
As this was only in 1737, there is much reafon to hope that they may 
ftill be preferved. They were accompanied by large annotations, from 
the fon of the author. Dr. Warton mentions them in his edition of 
Pope, vol. i. p. 82; but, without any additional information, except 
thar, after being loft in the fire that confumed the Banquetting-Houfe 
at Whitehall, they were recovered by Mr. W. Fairfax, the poet's fon, 
from his father’s papers. Whoever poffeffes them at prefent, would 
do a fignal fervice to literature, by making the circumftance known. 
Mrs. Cooper fays, that they relate to ‘‘ the manners, characters, and 
incidents, of the times he lived ih; are pointed with many fine ftrokes 
of fatire; dignified with wholefome leffons of morality and policy, 
to thofe of the higheit rank ; and fome modeit hints even to Majehy 
infelf,” . with gihex high commendations. 

Mrs. C. alfo.mentions a Hiftory of Edward the Black Prince, whe- 
ther in profe or verfe the does not fay ; and a book on Demonslogy, 
which was certainly in profe, as fhe cites the beginning of it, but it 
hever was printed, and probably little deferved the prefs, $ 
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* Satire VI. BLL 


‘* Another fcorns the homefpun thread of rhymes, 
Match’d with the lofty feet of elder times, 

Give me the number’d verfe that Virgil fung, 
And Virgil’s felf fthall {peak the Englith tongue : 
Manhood and Garbuoiles feall be chaunt with changed feet, 
Aad headftrong da¢tyles making mufic mect ; 
The nimble dactyls ttriving to outgo 

The drawling {pondees pacing it below ; 

The lingering {pondees ftriving to delay 

The breathlefs actyls with a fadden Ray ! 

Who ever faw a colt wanton and wild 

Yoked with a flowtoot ox on fallow field, 

Can right areed how handfomely befets 

Dull fpondees with the Englith daétylets. 

If Jove fpeaks Englifh in a thundering cloud, 
Thawick, thwack, and riff-raff roars he out aloud, 
Fie on the torged mint that did create 

New coin of words never articulate.” 


The follies againft which the good Bithop pointed his fatire, 
in 159%, were revived about two centuries afterwards ; and, 
though not patronized by men fo illuftrious as Sir Philip Sydney, 
se ridiculed with more happy pleafantry than that of Bifhop 

all. 

Under James I. the flewing ftanza, and rich natural defcrip- 
tion of Spenfer and Fairfax, were fucceeded by harfh conceits, 
clothed in flovenly language, and rugged numbers. That there 
were however exceptions will appear from the two following 
Songets ; the firit afcribed to William Herbert, Earl of Pem- 
broke, faid by Lord Clarendon to have been the moft popular, 
and univerfally beloved, nobleman of his age ; and the fecond 
by Drummond of Hawthornden, one of the moft beautiful 
writers in our language. 


‘© So glides along the wanton brook, 
With gentle pace into the main, 

Courting the banks with amorous look, 
He never means to fee again. 

And fo does fortune ufe to fmile 
Upon the fhortlived fav’rite’s face, 
Whofe {welling hopes fhe does beguile, 
And always cafts him in the race. 

And fo doth the fantaftic boy, 
. The god of the ill-managed flames, 
Who ne’er kept word in promifed joy, 
To lover nor-to loving dames. 
So all alike will ery * 
Both fortune, running ftreains, and love, 
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« Sonnet, By DRuMMOND. 


Thrice happy he who by fome fhady grove 

Far from the clam’rous world doth live, his own; 
Though folitary, who is not alone, 

But doth converfe with that eternal love. 

O how more {weet is birds’ harmonious moan, 

Or the hoarfe fobbings of the widowed dove, 

Than thofe fmooth whifperings near a Princes throne 
Which good make doubtful, do the ill approve. 

O how more {weet is zephyr’s wholefome breath, 
And fighs embalm’d which newborn flowers unfold, 
Than that applaufe vain honour doth bequeathe. 
How {weet are ftreams, to poifon drunk in gold ! 
The world is full of horrors, troubles, flights ; 
Woods’ harmlefs fhades have only true delights.” 


The line marked in Jtalics is fo obfcure and rugged, and fo 
unworthy of the context, as naturally to excite a fufpicion of 
a corrupted text, efpecially in a writer whofe works have been 
very negligently edited. 

‘The tollowing ftanzas, extra€ted from a Poem by Quarles, 
whofe name has become fynonymous with that of a bad poet, 
are curious. ‘The title cf the Poem is ‘* The Song of Anar- 
chus”, and it is throughout a fingular fpecimen of the uni- 
formity of human follies in different ages. 

‘© We'll down with all the ’varfties 
Where learning is profefs’d ; 

Becaufe they practife and maintain 
The language of the beaft. 


We'll drive the do&tors out of doors, 
And erts whate’er they be, 

We'll cry both arts and learning down, 
And hey then up go we. 


The name of Lord fhall be abhorred, 
For every man’s a brother, 

No reafon why in Church or State 
One man foould rule anather.”” &c. 


It may fairly be doubted, whether any thing more exquifite 
is to be found, in the Englith language, than the little Poem 
of Shirley, of which the following is the concluding ftanza. 


‘© The garlands wither on your brow ! 
Then boaft no more your mighty deeds, 
Upon Death’s purple altar now 
See where the vi€tor-viétim bleeds. 
Your heads muft come 
To the cold tomb ; 
Only the actions of the juft 
Smell fweet, and blofiom in the duft,” 
Carew 
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Carew opens the poetical age of Charles I, with great luf- 
tre. He preferved the harmony of his verfe, if not the purity 
of his tafte, untainted by his metaphyfical contemporaries. 
In point of verfification, he is the link which joins Spenfer 
and Fairfax to Wallerand Denham. Our limits oblige us te 
choofe, not the belt, but the fhorteft, fpecimen of his poetry, 


“© Tue Primrose, 


Atk me why I fend yow here 

The firftling of the infant year ; 

Afk me why I fend to you 

This primrofe all bepearl’d with dew ; 
I ftraight will whifper in your ears 
The {weets of love are wafhed with tears, 
Afk me why this flower doth thew 

So yellow, green, and fickly too; 

Afk me why the ftalk is weak 

And bending yert doth not break ; 

I muft tell you, thefe difcover » 

What doubts and fears are in a lover.” 


We fhall not vindicate the talte of Crafhaw; but, furely, 
Mr. Ellis has fpoken of him with too undiftinguithing feverity. 
It would be difficult to name.a verfifier, except Cowley, who 
has fhown fo much genius in a vicious ftyle. 

The Poems of Sir John Suckling are too well known to 
need any obfervation. It is impoffible to read the fpecimens 
given here without agreeing with Mr. Ellis, that ‘* the grace 
and elegance of his Songs and Ballads are inimitable.” If 
thefe models had been more frequently and more happily co- 
pied, the French would not bave been unrivalled tn light 
podtry. The Song ** Honeft lover whofoever” has been ele- 
gantly, and very clofely, imitated by Mrs. Barbauld, in her 
Song, ** Come here fond youth,” &c. 

The Poems of the brave ard unfortunate Colonel Lovelace, 
though too free in their gallantry, are among the greateft or- 
naments of this work. We fhall extract one of them, though 
well known to the readers of poetry fince the appearance of 
Dr. Percy’s colleGtion, for the fake of giving the various read- 
ings which occur in a MS, in the Harleian colle€tion, 
No. 2127. 

“ To ALTHAA, FROM Prison*, 
When Love with unconfined wings 
Hovers within} my gates, 
And my divine Althza éringst 
To whif/per§ at my grates, 





oe — 





* Where he was confined ‘for his loyalty. 
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When I lie tangled in her hair, 
And fettered to her eye, 
The birds that wanton in the air 
Know no fuch liberty. 
When flowing cups run /wift/y* round, 
With no allaying Zhamest, 
Our carelefs heads with rofes crown’d, 
Our bearts with lyalt flames ; 
When\ thirlty grief in wine we fteep, 
When healths, and draughis, go freel\, 
Fifhes that tipple in the deep 
Know no fuch liberty. 


When Like committed linnets 1, 
With thriller shroat** fhall fing 

The /weetne/s, mercy, ++ majefty, 
And glories$t ot my king. 

When J §§ thall wzicel{{| aloud how good 

¢ is—how great fhould be, 

Enlarged winds that curl the flood 
Know no fuch liberty. 

Stone walls do not a prifon make, 
Nor iron bars a cage; 

Minds innocent and quiet take@ 
That for*t an hermitage. 

Jf 1*f have freedom in my*§ love, 
And in my foul am*|| free, 

Angels alone that foar above 
Enjoy fuch liberty.” 

Some of thefe readings are inferior, but fome fuperier, to 
thofe in the common copies. The firft in the lalt ftanza gives 
a more natural conftru€tion, and fomething more like the {tyle 
of the time, but at the expence of the rhyme. ‘The other 
feems a modern attempt at improvement, for the fake of fur- 
nifhing a rhyme. | 

Mr. Ellis tells us of MS. plays of Lovelace {till extant, but 
gives no information where they may be found. An account 
of his life, and a corre& edition of his works, would probably 
be acceptable to the public. On 

The poetical annals of Charles IJ. are familiar to almoft 
every reader. Yet, even in this well-known region, the tafte 
of Mr. Ellis has made fome difcoveries ; for whatever 1s 
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transferred from the hands of the curious and critical to the 
ftock of general learning, and public amufement, we confder 
as a fort of difcovery in poetical criticifm. Of this fort is 
the ‘ Invocation of the Ghoft of Laius by Tirefias”, from Dry- 
den’s Tragedy of Ciidipus, written indeed with a conftant eye 
to the incantation in Macbeth, but written with all the fire 
and boldnefs of a poet ; not with the coldnefs of an imitator. 

It is as difficult for a reviewer to clofe fuch volumes as the 
prefent, as it is to toil through many of thofe which he is con- 
demned to read. We fhould almoft tranfcribe the whole, if 
we were to confult our own tafte. It would be delightful to 
linger in thefe amana vireta fortunatorum nemorum. But we 
have perhaps done enough for any ufeful purpofe. The ftate. 
ment which we have given of the plan, and the fpecimens of 
the execution, are fufficient to excite the’curiofity of every reader 
of tafte. The work itfelf will fill every fuch réader with de- 
light : and if there be any, whofe appetite we have not already 
provoked, their cafe muft be hopelefs. AlJ attempts to prac- 
tife upon them muf be unavailing. Their heads mutt be in- 
acceflible to criticifm, and their hearts infenfible to poetical 
beauty. 





Art. XII. Critical Remarks on the Hebrew Scriptures, &e. 


(Continued from our laft, p. 530.) 
pase 229.—Exod. xiv. 21. ‘¢—the north-eaft wind, Eur- 


aquilo?’| A north, or north- welt wind, would have ferved 

the purpofe better, if the obje& had been to Jay the head of the 
gulf dry. But this is Dr. Geddes’s Hiftory, not that of 
Mofes. The operation feems to have been this: the Almighty 
caufed a vehement wind (a hurricane) from the eaft (Sp nn 
can fignify no other than an eaft-wind) to fet direétly acrofs 
the Red Sea all night, with unremitted force, but in a narrow 
track ; in a dire€tion not exa@tly horizontal, but confiderably 
inclined towards the horizon (the common cafe of hurricane 
winds) which, blowing in this manner, ploughed a trench, as 
it were, for itfelf through the middle of the fea, from coaft to 
coaft, laying the very bottom bare, and fupporting the divided 
waters, as the banks of this trench, on either fide. Through 
this trench, or deep furrow, the Ifraelites paffed, the banks of 
waters being as a wall to them on the right hand and the lef. 
The wind lafted till the Hraelites were fafe on the Arabia 
ore. 
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fhore. Let any Infidel, or any of the fchool of Michaelis, 
who would fplit the difference with infidelity, give a more 
philofophical account of the phyfical powers employed in the 
bufinefs than this, if they can. Let the due ftrengih and di- 
rection be given to the wind, at the proper moment (for which 
indeed nothing but the immediate a& of the divine power 
feems fuflicient) and we maintain that, upon phyfical princi- 
ples, the effect mult follow. «* When the morning appeared,” 
the Ifraelites having now gained the fhore, ‘* Mofes {tretched 
forth his hand over the fea,” the wind fubfided, «* and the 
fea returned to its ftrength,” i. e. the wares, their phyfical 
powers being no longer arrefted by the force of the hurricane, 
by the common hydroftatical principles fought their natural 
Jevel, rufhed at once from both fides into the trench, and co- 
vered Pharaoh and his devoted holt. N.B. This trench, 
ploughed by the hurricane in the main fea, the prophet [aiah 
calls, ‘* a path,” made by God in the mighty waters. 

P. 230.—‘* This may eafily be conceived by thofe who 
have pafled the wafhes,” &c.| It may eafily be conceived b 
thofe, who have never palled the wafhes between Norfolk and 
Lincolnfhire, nor the Miluthorp and Cartmel Sands, that the 
miracle was not that Pharaoh and his hoft, attempting to crofs 
a fea twelve miles broad, and many fathoms deep, on fuot, or 
in chariots, and on horfes, were drowned in the middle of it; 
but that the Ifraelites had not been fwallowed in the waves in 
which the Egyptians were ingulfed: that the hurricane fet in, 
to divide the fea for the fafe patlage of the Ifraelites, upon a 
fignal given by Mofes by the extending of his rod; and when 
the Ifraelites had fafely gained the fhore, fubfided upon the 
like fignal, to give the fea liberty to overwhelm the Egyptians; 
and what analogy has this to the rare, but natural, phenomena 
of extraordinary tides ¢ ss 

P. 235.—Exod. xv. 26. ‘* For IT am your phyficiah.”’ | 
See the remarks of Bifhop Horfley upon the word xa, and 
upon the fenfe of it in this paflage, in his critical notes upon 
Hofea, chap. xi. note (F). 

P. 236.—Exod. xvi. 10. ‘© It was probably a thunder- 
ftorm—the majelty of Jupiter is thus deferibed by Ovid.”} A 
conjecture, and a comparifon, little fhort of blafphemy ! 

P. 244 —Exod. xvii. 15. ‘* Jeve Niffi,” &c.] Bates’s 
verfion, as corrected by Parkhurft in his Lexicon, under the 
word moa, however fingular, has thigadvantage. That it isa 
plain and literal rendering of the text, without any conjectu- 
ral alteration, without impofing any unufual fenfe upon any 
word in the paflage taken fingly, and with no other fingularity 
i oF 
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or harfhnefs of conftru@tion or figure, than this, that it makes 
the verb fubftantive underftood to be equivalent to “* denote”—~ 
is war, 1. c. ‘* denotes war.” It is a great abjection however 
to this interpretation, that it refers to a fuppofed xenigmatical 
device upon the altar, of which we have no explicit mention, 
and has no reference to the name of the altar which is men- 
tioned, So that it explains what ts not mentioned, and leaves 
what is mentioned unexplained. 
It is the conftant practice of Holy Writ, to accompany the 
mention of zoigmatical, or allufive names (and all Hebrew 
names, impofed upon perfons or things upon particular occa- 
fions, are of that kind) with an expofition of the name; 
either given at the time by the impofer of the name, or men- 
tioned by the facred hiftorian. In what Mofes faid, therefore, 
when he gave the altar a particular name, we might naturally 
expect to find an explanation of the import of the name, as a 
reafon for the impofition of it. But this explanation we look 
for in vain, in any fenfe that has yet been given to the words 
of Mofes: and Caitalio, conceiving that no fuch explanation 
was to be found in them as the text ftands, fufpected a cor- 
ruption, and propofed to change the word p9 intoa) This 
reading, which Cattalio offered as a mere conjeéture, now ap- 
pears to have the authority of one MS. of confiderable credit: 
and if it be received, we have, without any further alteration 
of the text, the defired explanation. ‘* Mofes built an altar, 
and he called the-name of it Jehovah-Nifli, or Noili [i. e. Je- 
hovah my ftandard bearer], For he faid, truly the band of 
Jah is upon the flandard [1.e. Jah himfelf uprears the ftand- 
ard|. Jehovah will have war ** againit Amalek, from genera- 
tion to generation,” The change of a> intoa3, may feem 
but a fligit alicration, but 1s more than we thouid be willing 
to admit upon the authority of a fingle MS. though a good one, 
again(t the uniform depofitions of the ancient verfions, which, 
however they differ from each other in the fenfe of the paflage, 
all reprefent the reading o>. Efpecially as this reading, rightly 
underftood, may perhaps convey the very fame meaning, as 
Caltalio’s emeudation would more obviouily indeed ex- 
refs. This will be the cafe, if in the words 7 D> Sy, an al- 
lufion be fuppofed, not to any particular device upon this altar, 
of which the Hiftory makes no mention, (which pretending toex- 
plain the name given tothe altar, itcould not but have mentioned, 
if upon that the explanation depended) but to a certain device 
upon military ftandards, the mention of which, if it was in 
frequent ufe at the time, the Hiftory might well omit. We 


fee upon ancient monuments ftill extant, military ftandards of 
the 
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the Romans, with a man’s hand, from the wrift to the fingers, 
erect upona pole. ‘The wrilt refts upon the edge of fomething 
circular, which has exaétly the appearance of a Patera. It 
might perhaps be the very fame emblem, which made in filver, 
and appended to the boat of Ammon, Quintus Curtius, from its 
figure (which was all he knew about it) called Patera: and for 
the fame reafon, i.e. from its fhape, it might be called p> in 
Hebrew. Now, if fuch military ftandards may be fuppofed 
to have been of fo high antiquity, as to be in frequent ufe in 
the time of Mofes, the paffage may be thus rendered: ** Mofes 
built an altar, and he called the name of it Jehovah Noffi [1.e. 
Jehovah my ftandard bearer}. For he faid, truly the hand over 
the Patera is Jah’s. War of Jehovah againft Amalek [hall 
be | from generation to generation.” Or, ** Perpetual war of 
Jehovah againft Amalek !” woatuos demovdos +5 law mpos Auzarx. 


«* The Patera” we read 55, not p>. The word mp occurs 


without they, in 2 Sam. xii. 3, “ my ftandard bearer,” fv 
we interpret ‘3, which we punCluate +3. It is true, that the 





genuine Hebrew word for ‘* ftandard bearer,” is poy. But 


verbals, from the Paél of verbs doubling ain, when they take 
a futhx, frequently drop both the fuflaining y of the Cholem 
and the fecond radical ; fupplying the abfence of the latter, by 
Dageth in the remaining letter. 

P. 246.—Exod. xviii. 11. “ Becanfe they had dealt haugh- 
tily with them.” | Thefe words, now at the end of v. 41. 
Dr. Geddes propofes to tranfpofe to the end of v.10; and 
this tranfpofition is certainly very planfible. 

P. 247.—Exod. xviii. 13—27. ‘* From the words, v. 20, 
Teach them his flatutes and his laws, and fhew them the way in 
which they are t2 walk, we may prefume that Mofes took the hint 
of giving to the Ifraelites fixed and determinate laws in the 
name of Jehovah.”] Thefe words only referve to Mofes the 
exclufive prerogative of expounding the Divine Law, as im- 
mediately communicated to him by God. The fubordinate 
judges were to adminifter juftice aceording to the general rules 
of that law in common cafes. But more difficult matiers 
were to be brought before Mofes henfelf. 

>, 249.-—Exod. xx. *¢ —— a ftorm of thunder and light- 
ning enfues.”| Lucky! That this ftorm fhould take place, 
at the very time when the people had been ptepared, three 
days betore, to expeét the vilible defcent of Jehovah upon the 
mountain. See chap. xix. 1o—10. 

Ibid.—** Such I conceive to be the whole myftery.”] A 
very extraordinary conception, to enter the mind of a man af- 
feGing not entirely to difbelieve the providence of God. To 
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fuppofe that he would permit this thunder-ftorm to take place, 
at the very moment when it might belt ferve the purpofe of a 
moft audacious impoftor: for fuch,in Dr. Geddes’s conception, 
Mofes muft have been. 

P. 251.—‘* If there was any articulate voice heard, I am 
convinced it was the voice of a man, {peaking perhaps through 
a trumpet,”] He who could carry on fuch a trick, in the 
midit of a tremendous ftorm of thunder and lightning, mult 
have been as void both of faith and fear as Dr. Geddes. 

P. 258.—Exod. xxiii, 20. ‘* My prefence fhall go.”] 


i, e, ** My own perfon,” I myfelf in perfon. Therefore 


‘* my angel,” and “ my perfon,” are the fame. 

P. 260.—Exod. xxiv. 10. ‘* It is elfewhere afferted, that 
no one can fee him (God) and live.”] See chap. xxxiii, 20 
and 23, whence it appears, that at the very time when it was 
declared, that **no man could fee God’s face, or glory, and 
live;” yet Mofes was permitted to fee ‘ his hinder part.” So 
that in a certain fenfe and degree God may not be feen; ina 
certain fenfe and degree he may. Inacertain fenfe and degree 
he was feen by all thofe, to whom the bright tokens of his 
prefence in the Schechinah were, at any time, difplayed. 

P. 263.—Exod. xxv. 8. ‘* To wean them gradually from 
that idolatrous and polytheiftic worfhip, Mofes wifely indulged 
them with an external refemblance of it.”] Moft abfurd! 
There was no plan of ‘ gradual weaning from idolatry” in 
the Mofaic inftitutions. The feparation was dire&t, abfolute, 
and immediate. 

P. 295.—Exod, xxxiv. 21. ‘* — but none has better ex- 
prefled the fenfe than Saadias—keep the fabbath, even in the 
time of ploughing and of reaping.” ] We cannot think this 
the true fenfe. The 21{t verfe fhould confift of the firft claufe 
only. The fecond claufe, ** in earing * time,” &c. fhould 
be joined to the following verfe. Fer the precept of refling, 
in this fecond claufe, relates not to the weckly reft of the fe- 
venth day, but to that of the three flated feftivals. «* Io 
earing time and in harveft thou fhalt reft, and thou fhale ob- 
ferve,” &c. 

Ibid. «* — the great Phafah itfelf being kept but once by 
King Jofiah,”&c.] Dr.G. feems to have forgotten Hezekiah’s 
paffover, 2 Chron. xxx. and to have forgotten the intimation 

iven, in the defcription of that paffover, ot folemn celebrations 
of the feftival-in the time of Solomon. It is not however 
very ftrange, that the Hiftory fhould not exprefsly mention 





* i.e. ploughing time. Rev, 
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celebrations of an annual feftival, that had nothing in them 
extraordinary. It is indeed a remarkable circumftance, that 
the Sacred Mittory feems to fay, that Jofiah’s paffover exceeded 
al! that had been before it. 

P. 296-297.—Exod. xxxiv. 28. And he wrote upon the 
tables the words of the Covenant, ten articles.”] There is 
certainly a confiderable difficulty in this 28th verfe. Upona 
comparifon of all the texts in Exodus and Deuteronomy, 
which relate to the two tables, the fa& fecms indifputable, 
that what are commonly called the Ten Commandments 
were written on the fecond tables, as well as on the firft, by the 
finger, or miraculous power, of God. In the 27th verfe of this 
chapter, Mofes is certainly commanded to write all the pre- 
cepts given in this chapter, from the roth to the 26th verfe, 
both included ; and this 28th verfe fcems to fay, that Mofes 
wrote, upon tables, the Ten Commandments, as well as thefe 
precepts ; which is contradiftory to every other paflage where 
the Ten Commandments are mentioned. To reconcile this 
text with the others relating to the fame fubje&, we would 
fuppofe an underflood repetition of the word prt, after nman, 
or elfe a traje€tion of the words mwy mai, which, in the 
natural order, fhould immediately follow the word mba—and 
he wrote upon the tables the words of the Covenant [namely] 
upon the tables of the Ten Commandments: ¢ or, and he 
wrote, upon the tables of the Ten Commandments, the words 
of the Covenant.” Examples are not wanting, either of the 
underftood repetition, or of the trajeQion, fuppofed. 

It is fome objeQion, however, to this folution of the diff- 
culty, that to make the fenfe diftin, according to either of 
thefe fuppofitions, the word min {cems to be wanting after nman, 
to fpecify shrs covenant, i. ¢. the covenant of thefe particular 
precepts as diftin from the covenant of the Decalogue. 

Another fuppofiiion may be made. In the 27th verfe, Mofes 
+s commanded to ** wiite thefe words.” But it is not faid, 
upon what he was to writethem. Now he might write them 
upon feparate tables; not on thofe, on which the Decalogue 
vas already writicn : and in that cafe the pwy D3m Is to 
be taken as in appofition with means, and is to be under- 
{fteod of the ten articles, to which thefe precepts, according to 
Houbigant and Secker, are reducible. But then why is 7 pre- 
fixed to pms ** the tables ©’’—when no tables have: been men- 
tioned before, and no particular tables in this way of under- 
ftanding the text, are defcribed, or referred tof We in- 
cline to the former grammatical refolution of the text, which 
applies it‘to the tables of the Decalogue. But the matter cer- 
tainly is doubtful ; and Dr. Geddes, in this paflage, has — 
tne 
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the duty of a tranflator, in retaining the ambiguity of the ori- 
pinal, 

P. 297.—Exod. xxxiv. ver. 33. ‘* And when he had done 
{peaking to them, he put a veil upon his face.] We entirely 
agree in this interpretation. 

P. 302.—Exod. xxxv. 22. ‘ Lockets—y9—a fillet ad 
comprimendas mammas,” | ‘This is of all the moft probable 
interpretation of the word, and is perfeétly confiltent with the 
Arabic fenfe of yoo. The Door afterwards argues, that it 
probably fignified a phallus; but if this had been a common 
ornament of female drefs among the Ifraelites, at the time of 
the Exodus, it would certainly have been prohibited by the 
Law, not only on account of its indecency, but for its connec- 
tion with the groffeft idolatry. Yet we find no mention of it 
in the Law. 

P. 303.—Ver. 28. ** mumbo isa collective.”] In many 
inftances, in which the noun $5 is conne&ted with a feminine 
noun fubflantive fingular, the colleive noun $3 is made the 
pominative of the verb (inftead of the feminine noun in ap- 
pofition with it) and the verb is mafculine and plural. 

P. 307.—Exod. xxxviii. 8. ** I now leave the intelligent 
reader to judge for himfelf which verfion he will prefer.” ] 
We cannot agree that the common verfion is, as this critic has 
afferted, inadmiffible, although we think that his interpretation 
is ingenious, and deferves attention, under the infpection of the 
women, inftead of, of the losking-glaffes of the women. But 
there is one gréat difficulty in it. Where did Mofes get the 
brafs? Thisethe common verfion, if it be the true one, an- 
{wers. But Dr. Geddes leaves that matter inthe dark. The 
materials for every thing were furnifhed by the offerings of 
the people. See chap.xxxv. 20-29. This is much in favour 
of the common verfion. Where metallic mirrors are in ufe, 
they are at this day a part of the ornamental drefs of the wo- 
men. See Parkhurft under the word ays, 2. 

P. 308.—Exodus xl. 34. ‘I fhall here content myfelf 
with prefenting to my readers two notes of a very different 
complexion,” Xc.| The learned reader will perhaps be at a 
lofs to difcover the great difference of complexion, between 
thefe two notes of a German and an Englith divine. If in- 
deed the ** nubes eadem” of Rofenmuller were the fame thing 
with Dr. Geddes’s cloud, nothing more than a fire kindled by 
man, and carried before the Ifraelites on a portable altar, the 
two notes would be of a very different complexion; but we 
are not aware that Rofenmuller embraced this impious opinion, 
which Dr. Geddes has adopted from Toland. Rofenmuller, 

however, 
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however, though not fo far gone as Dr. Geddes, had fome 
{trange notions. 

P. 310.—Lev. i. g. I think it probable that the name of 
Jehovah was known in Midian,” &c.] The name of Jeho- 
vah was undoubtedly known all over the world, till the corrup- 
tions of idolatry gradually buried the patriarchal religion in 
oblivion. Dr. G. adds, ‘‘ Thofe who literally believe what is 
related in the third chapter of Exodus, will {neer at me for this 
remark.” But, what is worfe, he who does not believe Jiterally 
what is related in the third chapter of Genefis, will f{neer at 
the notion of the facrifices of the Law, as adumbrations of the 
great facrifice of the crofs, and will look upon all animal fa- 
facrifices as inflitutions of grofs ignorance and fuperftition. 

P, 360.—Numb. chap. i. x. “ This (interpretation of 
Michaelis) is extremely ingenious, but has no other fupport 
than the identity of numbers, which I éannot confider as a 
folid proof.” }] The identity of the numbers, with the extreme 
improbability of two numberings, and two taxings in two 
fucceffive years, prove beyond a doubt, that the general muf- 
ter, related here in detail, and mentioned curforily, and in the 
grofs amount of the taxation, Exod. xxxviii. 25. muft be one 
atl the fame : and it is certain, that the muftcr muft have been 
taken in the firft year, before the Tabernacle was finifhed ; 
for the poll-tax furnifhed the materials for a moft effential part 
of the work. See Exod. xxxviii. 27, 28. The conje€ure 
therefore of Michaelis feems highly probable ; that the num- 
bering of the fecond year was only a reduction of the num- 
bers, taken the year before, into one general table. 

It is to be obferved, that it is with great inaccuracy that Dr. 
Geddes cites Exodus xxx. 11. as a paflage, in which a general 
mutter is reported. No general mufter is reported there. 
There we find only the Law fettling the quantum of the poll- 
tax, to be taken upon every occafion of a general mufter. It 
is remarkable, that we have no exprefs relation in the Book of 
Exodus of a general mofler in the firft year : and were it not 
for what is mentioned Exodus xxxviii. 25, 28, of the applica- 
tion of the filver, colle€&ted by the poll-tax, to the work of the 
Tabernacle, and the correfpondence of the amount of that 
filver with the number of fouls, we fhould not have known 
that any mufter had been taken, before the fecond year. 

P. 361.—Numb. iii. 1.“ mv~n-—alfo fignifies the events 
that happen in a family, as Gen. xxxvii, 2.”| This is the only 
text, where the word nin is fuppofed to carry this meaning. 
We are much inclined to fafpect a tranfpofition of the facred 
text: that the four verfes of chapter xxxv. which contain the 
enumeration of Jacob’s fons, with the laft claufe of the pre- 
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ceding verfe, are mifplaced, and fhould be inferted after the 
word ** Jacob”, in chap. xxxvii. @. 

‘* Thefe are the generations of Jacob, The fons of Jacob 
were twelve. ‘The fons of Leah, &Xc. 

“ The fons of Rachel, &c. 

‘« The fons of Bilhah, &c. 

“ The fons of Zilpat, &c. And Jofeph being feventeen 
years old,” &c. : 

_ The verb % is ufed figuratively in two ways only. 1. Ap~ 

plied tv unexpected events, not within the ken of human fore- 
light, confidered as brought forth by time. Prov. xxvii. 1. 
2dly. Applied to the confequences of human ations, when 
the forming of the purpofe of ation in the mind is exprefled 
under the image of ** conception”, and the carrying of the 
purpofe into execution, under the image of ** parturition.” 
Pf. vil. 20. The noun avtnn itfelf is, we believe, never ufed 
figuratively, except of the production of material fubftances, 
Gen. ii. 4. We cannot believe, upon the authority of this 
fingle doubtful text (Gen. xxxvil. 2) that the word ever figni- 
fies ** family hiltory.” 

P. 264.—Numb. iii. 28. « for ew we fhould read 
why.” | We are much inclined to agree in this opinion. The 
abfurdity of the rabbinical folution of the difficulty is much 
greater than it has been reptefented. If, of 22,300 males, 
300 and no more were firf{t born, the remaining 22,000 mult 
have been all younger brothers; which gives more than fixty- 
feven fons, upon the average, to every family of the Levites. 

P. 366.--Numb. v. 17. ‘* The proof which fome draw 
from it*, of tbe divine original of the Law of Mofes, feems 
not very ftrong.”] Certainly not. But the divine original of 
the Mofaic Law being previoufly proved from other princi- 
ples, vindicates this inttitution from the imputation of pious 
fraud, which Dr. Geddes would cait upon it, and from Ro- 
fenmuller’s fuggeltion, that the rite was of no efficacy, other- 
wife than as the belief of its operation deterred women from 
the crime, or drove them to a canfeflion of their guilt. 





(To be continued. ) ° 
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Art. XIII. Letters to the Right Honourable Lord Hawkef- 
bury, and to the Right Honsurable Henry Addington, on the 
Peace with Buonaparte ; to which is added, an Appendix, 
containing a Collection (now greatly enlarged) of all the Con- 
ventions, Treaties, Speeches, and other Documents, conneéted 
with the Subje®. By William Cobbett. Second Edition, 
Evo. 259 pp. and g6 Appendix. 7s. Cobbett and 
Morgan. 1802. , 


UR fentiments on the expediency of the late Peace mult 
long ago have been known to our readers. They coin- 
cide, we believe, with thofe of a great majority of the well- 
informed throughout the kingdom. But, as on all great quef- 
tions, differences of opinions arife, fo on this very momentous 
point there are fome illu(trious names to be recounted, on the 
oppofite fide, as a volunteer in whofe ranks appears Mr. Wil- 
liam Cobbett, better known to many political readers by the 
name of Peie? Porcupine. Moft, if not all, of the Letters 
now befors us, we had read on their firft appearance ; and, 
while we gave credit to the author for his public: fpirit and fin- 
cerity, and even admitted fome of his premifes, we were far 
from acceding to his conclufions. 

It would be idle and ufelefs for us to dwell largely on a topic 
which has fince been fo fully difcufled. We will therefore 
confine ourfelves to a ftatement of the chief contents of thefe 
Letters, fubjoining a few remarks. 

The three firft Letters to Lord Hawkefbury relate merely to 
the conduét of fome among the populace, on the arrival of the 
preliminaries with the ratification of the French government, 
We participare with the indignant feelings which Mr. C. ex- 
preffes on that occation : buteven he (we fhould fuppofe) would 
now impute the conduét of a great majority of thofe perfons, 
not to any taint of Jacobinifm, or partiality to the prefent 
ruler of France, but to a momentary enthufiafm, abfurdly in- 
deed expreiled, but not likely to produce any of the ill confe- 
quences he here anticipates. A yery different temper has ap- 
peared during the negotiation at Amiens; and we feem to 
have returned to a ftate of external peace, without any imme- 
diate or apparent danger to our internal quiet or conttitution. 

Ip the fourth Letter to Lord eteleaty, the author en- 
ters upon his main fubjeé&t, and difcuffes the Preliminary Ar- 
ticles as they appeared to affe&t our interefts in the Mediter- 
ranean; on which fea, he truly obferves, we had ‘* four years 
ago not a fingle veffel floating, nor was there a fingle port 
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open tous.” He then juftly celebrates our fubfequent at- 
chievements, and entimerates the important naval pofts we 
confequently obtained. He thould have recolle&ted, however, 
that a very {hort time before that period, we had allerted our 
naval fhiperiority on the fame theatre of ation, without the 
advantage of thefe naval {tations ; and, that we only quitted 
it for a fhort period, to {ek and conquer our enemies in other 
feas, ‘This, and many other circumftances that might be ftated, 


tend to fhow that there is no improbability of our regaining’ 


the naval power we acquired in that part of the world, fhould 
we, in any future war, make it a principal objet of our ex- 
ertions. 

Much might alfo be faid on the fubje& of Malta; which 
this author confiders as abfolutely given up to France: though 
perhaps it would not be difficult to prove, that it is more likely, 
under the prefent arrangement, to be friendly to England. 
The author thould have waited till the conclufion of the Defi- 
nitive Treaty before he aflerted, in fuch pofitive terms, its 
abandonment to the enemy. 

The fifth Letter examines the Preliminaries as they relate 
tothe Eaft and Welt- Indies ;-in which, among many exag- 
gerations, we obferve one glaring inaccuracy, in reprefenting 
the ifland of Ceylon as having belonged to the Prince of 
Orange, and that his attachment to us “ coft him his domi- 
nions.” Wedonotcavil about terms ; the difference mate- 
tially affe&ts the argument. Mr. Cobbett is not to be told, 
that this Prince was not, by the conftitution of the United 
Proyinces, a fovereign, but only their hereditary firft officer, or, 
as they fometimes termed him themfelves, their Minitter. He 
had indeed acquired, by the arms of Pruffia, and the manage- 
ment of England, a great degree of influence beyond that regu- 
larly annexed to his ftation ; but that influence might have 
declined, though his office had continued, for the Stadhelderate 
might have been reftored without the reftoration of fo great an 
influence. Upon what pretence he could complain, that we 
have detained a valuable pofleffion taken from Ais enemtes, from 
thofe who have annihilated that conftitution under whith alone 
he enjoyed any authority, it requires, we apprehend, even more 
ingenuity than that of Mr. Cobbett to point out. We for- 
bear from any further comments.on the fifth Letter, except 
that the fubfequent events in S:. Domingo feem to render the 
predi@iions of Sir. F. Eden on that fubje&t far more likely to 
be verified than thofe of the prefent author. 

In the fixth Letter we meet, almoit at the commencement, 
with a very bold, and yet artfully worded, ailertion. It is in 


the following terms : 
; . vt “To 


BRIT. CRIT, VOL, XIX- JUNE, 1802. 
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d 

‘* To return to Martinico, and the other colonies yielded to us by 
the loyal French and Dutch, will you deny, my Lord, that part, at leatt, 
of thefe poffeffions were held by us in trnft ? ‘The whole world will at- 
teft it; and from one end of the univerfe to the other, honour and 
juftice will join the unfortunate loyalifts in invoking the vengeance of 
heaven on our hedds,” P. 72. 


From this mode of expreffion one would fuppofe, that alt 
thefe colonies; and particularly Martinico, had been ** yielded 
to us by the loyal French and Dutch”, and that fome of them 
were held under a truft never to refign them, under any circum- 
ftances, to the French and Dutch republican governments ; 
whereas the two principal French windward-iflands ftood long 
and difficult fieges, and yielded under the ordinary terms of 
capitulation. hofe colonies, chiefly Dutch, whofe furren- 
ders were in fome degree volantary, did not, and could not 
juftly, expeé to be retained for the ancient government, after 
every attempt to reftore that government had failed. The 
ftriking reprefentation which follows, of the increafed, and 
now tremendous, power of France, is, we fear, too jult. But 
power. gained in war often declines and diminifhes in peace ; 
and they who declare that peace fhould never be made with an 
enemy polleiled of fuch power, thould have pointed out the 
means of reducing it. ‘This author, however, in his feventh 
Letter, propofes a different principle and ftipulations, as the 
foundation of peace with France; and afferts that, at all events, 
the independence of Holland fhould have been fecured, and 
every facrifice made to obtain it. How farthis was praética- 
ble, it is not for us to fay ; but we much doubt whether the 
influence at prefent polletled by the French government over 
Holland is the greatelt of our dangers (ter dangers undoubtedly 
there are) and whether, in fpite of a few barrier towns, an 
ally fo feeble, unfupported by other continental powers, might 
not, ina future (as in the late) war, have been a greater in- 
cumbrance than advantage to Britain. “he commercial ad- 
vantages likely to arife to France trom the Peace are the fub- 
ject of the eighth Letter, in which the author paints every 
circumftance that his imagination can devife in her favour, with 
the ftrong, though rough, colours of his eloquence. We love 

not exaggeration on fuch fubjects. Our government has fhown 
itfelf prudent, but not pufillanimous ; and the confidence re- 
pofed in adminiftratton by mercantile men induces us to hope, 
that the lofs of our contivental allies in Europe, like that of 
our empire in America (from which our ruin was a thoufand 
times foretold) may not affeét our vital interefts, and that our 
amazing capital, and our induftry, our naval fpirit, and power, 


may ftill fupport us againft thefe prediGtions. The ninth ue 








Cobbett on the Peace. 635° 


terconci = ihe author’s correfpondence with Lord Hawkef- 
bury, witn fome general remarks. It would be an endlefs tafk 
to point out the many opinions and expreffions which we difap- 
prove in thefe Letters, as our fpace will not admit of a mioute 
examination of them, ‘The Letters to Mr. Addington relate 
chiefly to the conduat of the French government while nego- 
tiating the Definitive Treaty ; and the avthor particularly in- 
fifts, that the French armaments could not have St. D minga for 
their object, or be direéted againf? Touffiant. Surely this mott 
egregious millake fhould have taught the writer a little to mo- 
derate his felf-confidence, and to think it poflible, that they 
who differ from his opinions may not be quite fo ignorant, ab- 
furd, or corrupt, as he invariably reprefents them. 

In the la(t Letter, the author undertakes to prove, in an:ther 
publication, what, we think, /hould have been proved almolt at 
the opening of this; namely, that France would have acceded 
to terms more defirable for us, and that we pofletfed the means 
of compelling her to do fo, That we ftill pofleffed refources 
for continuing the war there cannot be adoubt ; but how far 
it would have been prudent to exhault thofe refources, confi- 
dering the circumftances in which England was placed, is a 
gueftion on which Mr. C. himfelf might have paufed, at 
lea(t, before he was fo liberal in terms of reproach on Minif- 
ters, whom even he admits to be upright and well-intentioned, 
He apologizes, indeed, at the conclufion, tor the afperity of 
thofe expreflions: but this is offering an inadequate remedy 
for the wound which he himfelf has made. 

Thus have We endeayoured, without afperity or partiality, 
unlefs a confiftent adherence to our own opinions can be called 
partiality, to examine thefe Letters of a man, of whom we 
certainly have abundant reafon to complain, From the ap- 
pearance of his firft pamphlet in America, to the prefent time, 
we have uniformly given him our praife, and with no niggardly 
hand. We gave it at firft, under the certainty of incurring 
much obloguy by fo doing ; and we had long to fight, even for 
the exiftence of fuch a perfon, againft the ftubborn prejudices 
or daring falfehoods of Jacobins. We may fay, without exag- 
geration, thata very large proportion of his credit in this country 
is derived from the pratfe of the Britith Critic. But we praifed 
him, becaufe we thought him a firm friend to our Church 
and State, and, in many refpe&ts, an able friend. But he 

comes to England, and entering with yiolence into cer- 
tain local difputes, artfully raifed to a feeming connexion with 
higher matters, and happening to think differently from us 
pon them, he forgets at once all that we have faid and done 


fos him: he ftudioufly afcribes every ftep to the worft motives 
Tt2 he 
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he can invent, and becaufe he thinks it an imputation likely to 
injure us moft deeply, he accufes us of deferting the Church, 
which we have long defended with him, and thould defend, 
were he to defert it. Other moft unjuft accufa'ions he makes 
by infinuation, particularly refpeing a matter in which he is 
perfonally concerned; in which point, we think, he cannot fail 
to know that he is perfe@ly unjuft. But we will not imitate 
him. We thall impute no unworthy motives, nor thail we be 
Jed into altercation: and when he {thall be weary of abuling 
us, and the violence of his paffions fhall have fubfided, he will 
difcover, perhaps, that he has been endeavouring to injure 
thofe, who fupport principles rather than men, and are not 
prompt to return evil for evil. 





Art. XIV. Eight Letters on the Peace; and on the Com- 
merce and Manufaétures of Great Britain and Ireland. By 
Sir Frederick Morton Eden, Bart. The Second Edition, with 
confiderable Additions. 8vo. 210pp. 4s. White. 1802. 


N the third number of our nineteenth volume, we no- 
ticed the firft edition of this interetting work, which was 
publifhed in January laft. It gives us pleafure to find that a 
work, which, from its nature, can hope to engage readers only 
by the importance and value of its difcuffions, has, notwith- 
fianding its having been previoufly circulated in a newfpaper, 
fo foon come to a fecond edition. The very “ confiderable 
Additions,” which freth information and further confideration 
have enabled the author to make to his firft publication, have 
nearly doubled its firft fize: and thefe Letters, in their prefent 
form, viewing the Peace in all its bearings, relations, and confe- 
quences, now exhibii, in our eftimation, the faireft and fullett 
view that we have yet feen, both of its advantages and difad- 
vantages ; but more efpecially of the former, On its main 
oints we have already declared, that the fentiments of Sir 
Frederick Eden are congenial with our own ; and his ftate- 
ment of the queftion, in his introdu@tory obfervations, is fo 
fair, and, as we think, fo very fatisfatory, that, in preparing 
the minds of his readers to a candid conlideration of it, con- 
viction is already nearly produced. 
We have read, as no doubt every Briton will, with particu- 
Jar pleafure, this author’s reference to that beft fource of future 
fecurity, the undiminifhed valour of our fleets and armies, as 


lately difplayed on the coafts and the plains of Egypt, where 
5 the 
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the veterans of France were fo completely beaten by the youth 
of Britain ; and where that boafttul people, who have fo long 
been fulfered to regard themfelves as the firft military nation in 
Europe, mult have learned, that, “ even with fuperior pum 
bers, they are not more formidable to us in the field, than 
on the ocean,” fee p. 3653 and fee alfo an animating enume- 
ration (chiefly becaule it is, we believe, faithful and exad?) of 
the force of the contending parties, together with the refults of 
cur naval and military viQories in that country. 

The greatelt part of the fourth Letter, ‘* on the Tirade With 
the Weit- Indies,” (p. 62) confilts of new matter, re[pedting 
the French colonies, and the Danith freesports. Sir Frederick 
conceives, that it will be advantageous to Great Britain, to 
relax the reftrictions of her celebrated Navivation-A& This 
is a deep and difficult queftion, on which we do not prefume to 
pollels fufficient commercial knowledge, to enable us to {peak 
with confidence. We know that very different opinions on 
the fubject are entertained by many of our mott enlightened 
politicians, Sir Frederick enters particularly into the confi- 
deration of the three important points, on which the commerce 
of the Weft Indics mult torn; namely, 1. Their import of 
provifions, lumber, and naval flores, 2. Their import of 
manufactures. And, 3. Their export of colonial produce, 
(p. 69) It is next fhown, how his Majefty’s Mini(ters, and 
the Government at large, may avail themfelves of the favour- 
able opportunity, which the prefent fituation of the new world 
affords: ‘* 1. To ftrengthen the defence of the old colonies. 
2. To provide tor the increafing demand for Weft-India 
produce. And, 3. By opening new and extenfive markets, 
for the veat of our manutadtures, to promote the profperity of 
Great- Britain.” P. 75. This leads him to a confideration of 
the free-port fyflem ; and, after enumerating the advantages 
which would refult trom its adoption on an extenfive {cate 
(p. $5) he points out Trinidad and Tortola as good f{ituations 
for free-ports, to compenfate the lofs of St. Thomas, Curagoas 
and Tobago. On fuch interefting details, any abftracts or 
abridgments could neither do juftice to the writer, nor be fas 
tisfadlory to our readers 5 as to them, therefore, we refer to 
the work itfelf. In the fifth Letter, the Trade with North 
America, Africa, and Afia, is inveftigated, Tlie fixth Letter 
regards the Trade with foreign Europe, confidered under two 
heads, namely, the trade with neutral, and the trade with the 
late belligerent, powers. ‘The feventh Letter, ‘on the Coaft- 
ing Trade, and the Trade of Ireland,” is mofily new; and, in 
p. 161,are * tatements exhibiting the real value of the prin= 
cipal articles, the growth, produce, or manufacture of Great 
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Britain or Ireland, exported to different parts of the world.” 
Sir F.’s obfervations on commerce are concluded with an inge- 
nious eftimate of the future trade of Grea: Britain. He thinks 
its official value will not be lefs than 23,000.000!. which is 
within one twentieth of the amount of the export of Britith 
manufadlures in 1800, the molt thriving year noticed in this 
work. 


«¢ The ftagnation which many branches of bufinefs experienced 
during the interval between the Preliminary Articles and the Definitive 
‘Treaty was not oceafioned by a general declenfion in our commerce ; 
but may be fairly afcribed to the protraéted negotiation. The opera- 
tions, however, of the mercantile claffes are no longer perplev.ed by 
uncertainty. ‘The treaty of peace affures them the trade of an enlarged 
and confolidated empire ; and their capital, skill, and fpirit of enter- 
prize will afflure them an ample portion of the trade of the world,” 
P. 173. 


We are happy to add, in confirmation of the fanguine ex- 
—, of this author, refpeing the commerce of Great 

ritain, that the exports of the year 1801 (not mentioned in 
his work) exceed thofe of 1800, and amounted to 43,250,000). 
official value; and that the Britifh manutaQures exported lait 
year amounted to 25,700,000!. official value (1,400,000l. 
more than the moft profperous preceding year) and to more 
than 43,000,000l. real value. 

The eighth Letter, ** on the Finances, and Definitive 
Treaty,” is, we believe, entirely new. Hence it appears that, 
in 1786, the finking-fund was 1-238th part of the unre- 
deemed debt; in 1793, 1-160th part ; and, in February latt, 
but 1-72d part: and that the finking-fund was lefs than a 
ninth of the annual intereft and management of the unre- 
deemed debt in 1786; lefs thana fixth in 1793; and more 
than a third in 1802 (p. 182). In p. 186, it is thown that, 
by the folid fyftem of finance adopted by the laft adminiftra- 
tion, we are indebted for favings in the national debt, to the 
amount of one hundred and thirty-five millions, 

On the whole of this interefting publication, we have no 
hefitation to declare, that the high rank, as a political cecono- 
mift, which Sir Frederick Eden had juftly acquired by his 
former produtions, is far from being leffened by this his laft 
contribution to our great national ftores of political wifdom. 
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Art. XV. Richardi Relhan, A. M. (Ville de Hemingly in 
agro Lincointenft’ Rectoris; Regie Sccietatis Londinenfis 
Sacies et Soctetatis Linneane Afjoc.) Flora Cantabrigienfis, 
exbibens Plantas Agri Cuntabrigtenfts indigenas, ec undum {yf- 
tenia fexuale digeflas, cum Charaéte ribus genericis, Diagnoft 
pe eclerum, fvnonymis /eleétis, nominibus trivialibus, loco natal, 
tempere infl-refcentie. 8vo. §68 pp. 8s. Cantabrigia, 
typis Academicis. Veneunt Londoni, apud White, Payne, 
&c. 3802. 


PRE botantcal world is well and generally acquainted with 

the meritorious labours of Mr. Relhan, whole firft edi. 
tron of the prefent work was publifhed in 1785. Since that 
period, fo numerous have been the additions to our native 
Botany, particularly in the Cryptogamia clafs, and fo fuccefs« 
ful have been the efforts of this diligent and able author, not 
only to keep pace with the difcoveries of others, but to ex- 
tend botanical fcience himfelf, that no fewer than 1344 {pecies 
of plants are now enumerated in the FLoRA CANTABRIGI- 
ENSIS; though, when he firft devoted his attention to the fub- 
ject, the {pecies in the Cambridge Catalogue amounted only to 
Seg. The former edition of Mr. Relhan’s work, with its 
fupplement, enumerated 1211 {pecies, fo that the prefent offers 
a complete acceffion of 133 plants, feveral of which are new 
to England. 

Among the more curious Feng in this edition of the 
Flora, may be mentioned cid:um fu/cum, fometimes found 
growing on the under furface of the Anemone nemoro/a, which 
in this ftate has frequently been called the Conjurer ‘of Chal- 
grave’s fern. This circumftance is known to have impofed 
€ — on the judyment of the very accurate Dillenius, who, in 

he laft edition of Ray’s Synopps, defcribes the wood Ane- 
mone, thus decorated by parafitic vegetation, asa {pecics ot 
Fern. As we have mentioned this curious plant, we will in- 
fert Mr. Relhan’s defcription of it, as a fhort, but not unintc. 
refting, fpecimen of his work. 

“© 1330.) Acrpium. feminibus fufcis. Gael. Sy. Nat. 1473. Rai 
} Syn 124 t. 3.f.1. Hall. 1154. With. 383. Sower. t. 53. 
3rown Aécidium. The Conjurer of Chalgrave’s fern, 


Woods, &Fe. UI.1V. 

On the leaves of the Anemone nemorrfa. Carduus arvenfit. 
Betonica officinalis. Adoxa mafch tellinas 

Madingley wad. &c. 

Plantula hec pracipue infolits Anemones nemorofz et alia- 


tum plantaram para/fitat; prafertim paginam inferiorem, non~ 
nunquam 
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Cupper on Winds and Minjocns. 


MUNGUAIN fed varius Supe riove7tt, vel ipfa peta: la utring He Oct 
pans: iitta pallide lutea, oe jparfa, neti im uno 
fe lis 600. Semina, epidermide fub qua latent demum frada, 

nuda apparent, filis defliiuta, non coherentia, faturaté fufca; 

qutbus tandem excuffis, theca membranacea, fuborbiculata, mar- 
ginibus laceris, vacua perfiftit. Planta contigua feepe in ve- 
tujliore flatu confluunt. Folia, in quibus Aicidium parafitat, 
crafjiora, rigidiova, filicum quodammi £7 emula evadunt; pauce 
tamen Ipecimin @ invent me minima quidem injuriG witha ili af- 


fidta.’ , r.. 546. 


From fome expreflions in the Preface to this edition, it ap 
pears that the labours of Mr. Relhan have not yet been 
crowned with their merited reward ; and we find that the un- 
avoidabie diftraction of domeftic affairs, with an income totally 
inadequate to the neceflary expences of the times, together 
with the unavoidable fale of his librar ‘y and Herbariun® , have 
prevented the Flora Cantabrigienses, ample as it now 1s, from 
attaining fuch a flate of perfection as, to an author fo very fe- 
dulous, can be com ple telv fatistaé wee V ° We doubt not, how- 
ever, that the abundant zeal and diligence, here exerted in the 
caufe ot ference, will be tound high ly worthy of the public 
gratitude, and that fome powertul aid will cre > long be ex- 
tended toan author, whofe talents are fo well calculated to en- 
large the bounds of this elegant and uleful ftudy. It is pecu- 
arly creditable to a learned Univerfiy, to have its vicinity fo 
accurately exammed for natural produétior is, by the unremit- 
ting ¢ forts of a perfon educated there. 


_— ——< — - — 





Arr. XVI. Oédfervations on the Winds and Manfoos, illuf- 
trated with a Chart; and accompanied with Notes, Gexgra- 
phical and Metesrological. By faines Capper, firmer ly Colinel 
and Comptroller of the drmy and Fortification dccompts on the 
Craft of Corsmandel. 400. 234 pp. 15s. Debrete. 1801. 


EING well aware of the preference that ought at all times 

to be given to actu: il and well-authenticated obfervations, 

over all (peculative difquititions, and the bett conceived theories, 

our attention was greatly excited, when we read, in one of the 
fir(t pages of this work, that 


«* Gt is the refult of along feries of remarks, made by a profeffional 
man, during upwards of thirty years occafional refidence within the 








* The latter having paffed, by purchafe, into the pofleflion of the 
Linnzan Society, 
tropics, 
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tropics, and of the experience he has acquired in more than twenty 
times crofling the equinodtial line; befides coming from India by the 
Arabian Gulph, and returning thither by the Great Defert and the 
Perfian Gulph.” 


This fee!ing was further enforced, when we learnt from his 
Preface, alfo, how affiduous he had been in colle&ting well- 
attefted fa&s, and eftablifhed arguments, from the molt emi- 
nent writers both of ancient and modern times. Impreiled 
with thefe promifing confiderations, we previoufly congratu- 
lated ourfelves, and the public,/on the acquifition of -a body of 
information concerning a fubjcét, which has no doubt been 
hitherto involved in much error and obfcurity. 

We are bound to acknowledge, that we have not been dif- 
appointed as to the number and importance of the facts here 
prefented to our notice; but for the authenticity of many of 
them, we can only refer our readers to the credit and reputa- 
tion of thé author. As to the ufe he has made of them, and 
the theory he has deduced from them, we mult content our- 
felves with conveying a faint idea to our readers, by the flight 
fketch which follows. . 

Conceiving, no doubt, that fome hypothefis concerning the 
origin and nature of winds, would be an ufeful preliminary to 
the inveftigation he has undertaken, Mr. Capper (gts out by 
adopting the well-known expofition of Bacon, more fully il- 
luftrated by Halley, that the expanfion of air by heat, and the 
contraétion of it by cold, are evidently the immediate caufes 
of its motion ; or, in other words, of the currents of air we 
call winds. This he exemplifies by the familiar inftance of 
the tendency which two mailes of air of different temperatures, 
and confequently of different denfities, in two contiguous rooms, 
will ever have to. reftore their equilibrium through any com- 
munication between them, the heavier portion moving in the 
lower part from the colder to the warmer room, while the 
more rarefied and lighter will proceed in a contrary direétion 
along the upper region ; an intermediate {pace between thefe 
two oppofite currents being left, where the denfities of the two 
maifes of air being uniform, they will confequently remain 
guiefcent. 

This principle applied to the atmofphere at large, and to the 
effeéts of the heat of the fun in modifying its denfity, appears to 
be the bafis of the do@trine laid down in this work: and in order 
to account for various phenomena, which cannot be afcribed 
to the agency of what are {tri€tly denominated winds, it is to 
be obferved, that this tendency in the air to reftore its equili- 
brium will produce currents, not only horizontal or a 
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but alfo perpendicular, both afcending and defcending, accord- 


ing as the condenfation or rarefaétion takes place, in different 
ftrata in the atmofplicre, The atmofpherical ele€tricity, pro- 
ducing attractions and repulfions, efpecially where aqueous 
vapours are concerned, is likewife occafionally introduced as a 
powerful agent in thofe operations of nature, which are the ob- 
jets of this inveftigation. 

The author, in order to determine with fome accuracy the 
objects he has in contemplation, has thought it expedient to 
diftinguifh the winds hitherto obferved into four claffes, or 
rather genera; namely, the perennial, improperly called the 
trade-winds ; the periodical ; the tropical ; and, the general. 
Of thefe, the firft excepted, there are many Giferent tpecies. 
In the fecond clafs, are ranked the monfoons, the Mediterra- 
nean Etefian, the tropical land-winds, the Khumfeen, the Sci- 
rocco, the long fhore-winds, the Harmattan, and the land and 
fea-Sreezes. The tropical winds include the Sumyel (or Sa- 
miel) the Miftral, and the Bengal northwefter : and, in the 
Jaft clafs are thofe which prevail beyond the tropics, which 
might with em propriety be called variable winds. All thefe 
winds, cohfidered according to their intenfities, are likewife 
diftinguifhed into, 1, violent, fuch as tempefts, hurricanes, and 
whirlwinds ; 2, ftrong, which are the ftorms, and what feamen 
call hard gales, gults, or fqualls ; and, 3, moderate, fuch as gales 
and breezes. 

When we confider that the winds of every denomination, 
though primarily actuated by a general caufe, muft be materially 
affected by a variety of fecondary and local circumftances, par- 
ticularly the direction, prominence, and nature of the fea- 
coalts ; the various temperatures arifing from the extent, eleva- 
tion, and territorial properties of continents or iflands, the 
ridges of mountains, the courfes of large rivers, and other 
fimilar features ; We fhall be compelled to admit, that this in- 
veftigation is far more complicated than may appear at firft 
fight. Our limits not permitting us to follow the author 
throughout his illuftrations, we muft requeft our readers to be 
content with the following ftatement of his mode of reafoning 
in one inftance, which, to avoid the imputation of partial fe- 
leétion, isthe firft that occurs in the book. 

Treating of the winds that prevail on the oppofite coafts 
of the Atlantic, between the tropics, the author expreffes him- 
felf as follows : 


«« The Weft Coaft of Africa, from Cape de Verd to two or three 
degrees S. is generally flat, with a fandy foil; that part of it, there- 
fore, which is fituated near the equator, mutt be exceffively hot at all 
feafons of the year; but particularly about the two equinoxes, Withia 
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many leagues of this coaft, then, the fea for nearly ten months of the 
year, being much cooler than the land, the current of air, to reftore 
the equilibrium, mutt neceffarily come almoft conftantly from the weft- 
ward, according to the fituation of the fun, and the bearings of the 
land : but it will very feldom vary much from the weftern point near 
this coaft, except at the two folitices. During the Harmattan (a kind 
of monfoon which prevails on this coat, while the fun is near the 
northern tropic) and fometimes at other feafons, the wind will occa- 
fionally blow a few hours before day, off the land. On the oppofite 
Coait of America, for the fame reafon, the wind blows almoft con- 
ftantly towards the ealt, varying perhaps a few degrees N, and S, ac- 
cording to the nature and fituation of the neighbouring coaft, and alfo 
of the fun’s place in the ecliptic.” P. 35. 


Withaut attempting to controvert the author’stheory, or to 
call in queftion any of the faéts alledged by him, we feel fome 
hefitation in acquiefcing in the whole of the above ftatement ; 
having obferved fome difference in the effect afcribed to the 
Harmattan, between him and Dr. Dobfon, who, in a paper 
publifhed in the 71{t volume of the Philofophical Tranfactions, 
informs us, that the land, or eafterly wind, is much more pre- 
valent on the Coaft of Africa, during the period of that mon- 
foon, than is admitted in the paflage above quoted, 

We think ourfelves bound to recommend to the author, 
fhould he reprint this work, or favour the public with any other 
performance, to attend a little more to the arrangement of his 
materials; and efpecially to relieve his readers by proper fub- 
divifions, and an enunciation to each fection, defcribing the 
point that is meant to be illuftrated and confirmed. We {peak 
teelingly on the fubje&t ; the embarraffment to which we are 
repeatedly expofed for the want of the /ucidus ord», being too 
often the caufe of great wafte of time and lahour, for which 
we feldom receive a reafonable compenfation. 





—" 
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POETRY. 


Art. 17. The Poetical Works of Eaglesfield Smith, Ef \2M0- 
270 pp. 486d, Johnfon, 1802. 


The Advertifement to thefe Poems is fo modeft and unaffuming, 
that we are unwilling to {peak of them in any harth terms of —- 
Yet there are few, very few indeed, which we can, with the leaft — 
of juftice, commend. The Ode to Fear.(p. 120) is the only one w - 
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we have obferved that rifes, occafionally, above mediocrity, and the 
Poems in general fall much below it. We will give the moft favour- 
able {pecimen, by citing the two firlt ftanzas of the Ode alluded to, 


** Say, baleful haunrer of the murderer’s tomb, 
What brings thee from the darkfome Stygian gloom, 
To found on earth thy fhadowy fhell, 
Of midnight maffacres to tell ? 
On this green ifle fix not thy dread abode, 
As erft thou didft when civil broil beftrode, 
With’ring our youth amid their vernal bloom : 
Hence to the darkfome fhades of night, 
Or on fome tyrant’s creft alight, 
And with thy dreadful lay prognofticate his doom, 


Shake thy rude pinions ’mid the clang of war, 
Where Freedom rufhes, thund’ring from afar ; 

O bring with thee thy imps of hell, 

Ring in the tyrant’s ears the yell, 
Through all his Gothic realms difafter boding, 
Plagues, cruel wars, and famine, fierce, corroding, 
Till Freedom comes, his frighted hofts to dare, 

O fit befide him, thron’d in pow’r, 

Upon his iron fceptre low’r, 
And o'er his impious reign hang like a baleful ftar.”’ 


The Tales are in general confufed, improbable, and told in very in- 
different language. In his endeavours to imitate the ftyle of ancient 
ballads, the author finks completely to the regions of Namby Pamby. 
A long Ballad, called Erin, is a grofs plagiarifm from Mr. Lewis’s 
well-known tale of ** Alonzo the Brave and the Fair Imogene.” ‘This 
is a practice which our duty compels us to cenfure, 


Art. 18. Sele Tranflations from the Works of Homer and Horace: 
with Original Poems. By Gilbert Thompfon, M.D. 12m0. 163 pp. 
38.6d. Phillips. 1801. 


To tranflate either Homer or Horace with fidelity, and at the fame 
time with fpirit, is no eafy tak. DreThompfon, who is manifeftly a 
man of clailical tafte, fucceeds better in the former of thefe attempts 
than the latter. Some of the Odes of Horace are rendered into a kind 
of Lyric blank verfe, hke Milton’s Tranflation of the celebrated Ode 
to Pyrrha. ‘This method we cannot approve. Rhyme is ftill more 
requifite in Lyric than in Heroic poetry. The Original Poems have 
nothing very diitinguifhing ; they fcarcely ever rife above mediocrity, 
and feldom tall below it. The following Latin Epigram has original 
merit, nor can its dength deter us from inferting it. 

“© De Bacule Pampineo. 
Palmite, Bacche, tuo nitar, nec, Liber, iniquum eft 
Us firmes grefius, qui faeis ut utubem.” 
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Art. 19. The Wreath, or Mifcellaneous Poetical Gleanings ; including 
Originals from refpeable Sources. By C. Earnfoaw. 12m0. 48. 6d, 
awman. 


So numerous, of late years, haye been the colleAions of mifcella- 
neous poetry, that a publication of this kind muft either confitt chiefly 
of pieces familiar to almoft every reader, or it mult, in a great mea- 
fure, be, as the title of this book imports, a * gleaning” of foch 
Poems as have been negle¢ted by other compilers, probably from their 
not poflefling any diftinguifhed merit, We have in this felection a 
few well-known compofitions of Prior, Gray, ‘Thomfon, Collins, 
Goldfmith, Cowper, and Burns; but the mifcellany is, in general, 
compiled from writers of the prefent day, and contains very few 
Poems fo beautiful, or paflages f ftriking, as to call for a republica- 
tion. There is, however, fufficient variety in this little volume, and 
many of the original pieces are worthy of at leaft one perufal. 


ArT. 20. Sketches iz Elegy ; and other fmall Pems. $v0. 40 pp, 
1s. Cawttorn. 1802. 


We have toiled (as became us) through the forty pages of thefe 
Poems :—they who have impofed upon themfelves no fuch takk, will 
perhaps hefitate at the end of the fixth line, Six better lines they will 
not find in the book. 


** THE NINETEENTH CENTURY. 
Unhappy man! that wand’ring goes 
The thorny path of human woes, 
In quick delufion haftes away 
The fleeting minutes of his day ; 
Nor harbours he the prefent hour 
Rapacious Time doth faft devour.” P, 5, 


DRAMATIC, 


ArT. 21. The Poor Gentleman. A Comedy, in Five Ads. As per 
formed at the Theatre-Reyal, Covent-Garden. By George Colman (the 
Younger). 8vo. 84 pp. 2s.6d. Longman and Rees. 1801. 


‘“* Virtus oft vitium fugere, et fapientia prima, 
Stultitia caruiffe.” 

It is fome merit in a Comedy of the prefent day, to be free from the 
rofs abfurdities that difguft us in the Farces of five acts, which of 
Jate have ufurped the name of Comedy. The plot of this drama is 
indeed flender, and not diverfified by any variety of incidents. A 
half-pay officer, in very narrow circumftances, has retired to lodge at 
a farm-houfe in Kent, with a beautiful and amiable daughter, and a 
maiden aunt of his late wife. He is alarmed by the apprehenfion of 
an arreft, owing to the death of a friend, tor whom he had been bound, 
and difgufted by the contrivances of a pone young Baronet in the 


neighbourhood, to feduce or carry-off his daughter; but is reftored to 
: happinefs 
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—— by the benevolence of a fingular old gentleman (a Baronet 
al fc 


») whofe nephew, an eccentric but generous youth, delivers the 
daughter from her perfecutor, and is rewarded with her hand. The 
other principal comic chara¢ter is a military and fporting apothecary, 
whofe language and manners border upon farce, but tend to enliven 
the reprefentation ; as the play is, upon the whole, of the fentimental 
kind. The old Baronet has, however, one comic fingularity, that of 
difliking every perfon who will not contradi¢t and argue with him; 
and fome of the inferior charaéters are not wholly without humour, 
The fcene between Lieutenant Worthington (the Poor Gentleraan) and 
Sir Robert Bramble, who has waited upon him for the purpofe of 
learning his fituation and ferving him, 1s, we think, one of the beft 
in the play ; and we would infert it, as a fpecimen, could we fuppofe 
a fpecimen to be wanted of a piece fo popular. A detached fcene of 
a Comedy appears to little advantage. ‘The conclufion is not wrought 
with any great {kill or dramatic effect; but if this Comedy does not 
very highly pleafe in the perufal, it certainly will not offend, 


Art. 22. John Woodvil. A Tragedy. By C. Lamb. To which 
are added, Fragments of Burton, the Author of the Anatomy of Me- 
lancholy, Small 8vo, 128 pp. Robinfons, 1802. 


We had occafion formerly to fpeak of a joint publication, af which 
Mr. Lamb was one of the authors, and to give rather a favourable 
Opinion of it, Of that before us, we are not enabled to fpeak in any 
terms of praife. The ftory of the Tragedy is fimply this. Sir Wal- 
ter Woodvil, a knight, having favoured the ufurpation of Cromwell, 
is obliged to abfcond (together with his younger fon, Simon) on the 
reftoration of Charles L], John, the elder fon, remains at the family 
feat, diffipating the wealth of the family in riot and extravagance ; 
and, ina drunken fit, difcovers to one of his companions the place 
of his father’s retreat. ‘This faithlefs friend goes immediately, with 
an affiftant, to arreft Sir Walter ; but they are repelled by his younger 
fon, who frightens them away. Sir Walter, however, is himfelt fo 
alarmed, or fo hurt at the idea of having been betrayed by his elder 
fon, that he drops down dead that inftant. The remorfe of John for 
his indifcretion, and the confolation adminiftered by (the beft of com. 
forters) a young lady, whom he had long loved, form the remaining 
fcenes of the piece, It concludes with the following fpeeches, which 
will afford as fair a fpecimen of the author's ftyle (a mixture of very 


puerile profe, and very irregular blank verfe) as any part of the per- 
formance. 


“© John. Then I remember’d, ’twas the fabhath day, 
Immediately a wifh arofe in my mind, 
To go to church and pray with Chriftian people, 
And then I check’d myfelf, and faid to myfelf, 
*«* Thou hatt been a heathen, John, thefe two years paft,” 
(Not having been at church in all that time) 
«© And is it fit, that now for the firft time, 
Thou fhould ft offend the eyes of Chriftian people 
With a murderer's prefence in the hoyfe of prayer? v 
ou 
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Thou would’ft but difcompofe their pious thoughts, 
And do thyfelf no good : for how could’ft thou pray, 
With unwafh’d hands, and lips unus’d to the offices ?” 
And then I at my own prefumption fimiled ; 

And then I wept that I fhould fmile at all, 

Having fuch caufe of grief! 1 wept outright ; 
‘Tears, like a river, flooded all my face, 

And I began to pray, and found I could pray, 

And ftill I yearn’d to fay my prayers in the church. 
** Doubtlefs (faid 1) one might find comfort in it.”— 
So ftealing down the fairs, like one that fear’d detettion, 
Or was about to a& unlawful bofinefs 

At that dead time of dawn, 

I flew to the church, and found the doors wide open, 
(Whether by negligence I knew not, 

Or fome peculiar grace to me vouchfaf’d, 

For all things felt like myftery.) 

* Margaret. Yes.— 
** John. So entering in, not without fear, 

I paft into the family pew, 

And covering up my eyes for fhame, 

And deep perception of unworthinefs, 

Si the little haffock knelt me down, 

Where I fo oft had kneel’d, 

A docile infant, by Sir Walter’s fide ; 

And, thinking fo, I wept a fecond flood 

More poignant then the firft ;— 

But afterwards was greatly comforted, 

It feem’d, the guilt of blood was pafling from me 
Even in the aét and agony of tears, 

And all my fins forgiven.” P. roz. 


The * family pew,”? and ‘the little haffock,” form undoubtedly 
a pidus, but a wretched dramatic, cataftrophe; and the fudden forgive- 
nefs is not a little puritanical. 

The Fragments from Burton are, we conceive, only imitations of 
that author; and they exhibit fome ingenuity in imitation, The 
ftyle of the original is, however, fo peculiar, that there can be no great 
difficulty in copying it; and his work is celebrated at prefent, not for 
any merit in the manner of writing, which certainly at has not, but 
for the curious variety of the matter. 


NOVEL. 


Art. 23. ; Farther Excurfions of the Obfervant Pedeftrian, exemplified 
in a Tour to Margate: in Four Volumes. By the Author of the ** Ob- 
fervant Pedefirian,” ia Two Volumes; “ Myfiic Cottager,”” ** Mon- 
trofe,” Fc, 8vo, 16s. Dutton, 18or. 


A deeply fentimental_ journey ; in which the traveller, at almoft 
every ftep, mects with objects of compaflion ; to whom /2¢ ni 
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her money, and her moral leffons, with no niggardly fpirit. The fout 
volumes contain more than a hundred fhort tales, for the moft part un- 
connected, and narrated in a ftyle neither very elegant, nor perfeétly 
accurate. ‘The refidence at Margate affords an opportunity of exhib. 
iting Caricatures of tradefmen, with their wives and daughters, from 
Whitechapel, Wapping, and otter places of the fame celebrity. If 
perfons of this fort can be laughed out of the folly of afpiring to be 
fafbionable, fome good will be effected ; but the prefent chance of ac- 


complifhing fuch a purpofe, will be purchafed rather dearly at fixteen 
fhillings. 


MEDICINE. 


Art. 24: An Epitome of Chemifiry, in Three Parts. By William 
Henry. Second Edition, corrected, 12mM0. 221 pps §8- Johnfon. 
1S0l. 


The firft appearance of this little work having by fome accident 
been overlooked by us, and the fale of that edition having been fo 
rapid, the author fays, as to allow him no time to make any material 
alteration or addition, we have only to add our teftimony tothe gene- 
ral fuffrage of the profeifors of the art, in favour of its utility. The 
firft and fecond parts contain directions for making experiments to 
difcover the properties and conftituent parts of bodies ; the third, in- 
ftructions for applying the chemical tefts and reagents. The whole is 
arranged and delivered in a clear and perfpicuous manner. 


Art. 25. Medicine praxeos compendium, Symptomata, caufas, Diagnoe 
Jin, prognofin, et medendi rationem exbibens, auctore E.G, Clark, M. D. 
Editiofecunda. 12m0. 224 pp. 58.64. Johnfen, 1801. 


The difeafes are, in general, concifely and accurately defcribed ; 
their caufes, as far as they are known, afcertained ; and the moft ap- 
proved methods of cure propofed ; fo that we may fafely recommend 
this little work, as a convenient and ufeful repofitory for medical 
ftudents. 


DIVINITY. 


Art. 26. Chriflian Principles the only Foundation of confifient Virtue. 
A Sermon, preached at St. Edmund's Bury, before the Honourable Sir 
Nafb Grofe, Knt. at the Affizes, held there for the County of Suffolk, 
March 26, 1802. By the Rev. George Mathew, A. M. Chaplain te 
the High Sheriff. Publifbed at the Reguef? of the Members for the 
County, ix the Name of. the Gentlemen prefent. 400. 24 Ppp» 
Rivingtons. 1802. 


The circumitances attending the publication of this Sermon, are 
highly creditable both to the preacher and to the hearers of it. A 
difcourfe, admirably well adapted to -the exigence of the times, is 
heard by a venerable Judge with profound attention ; is warmly a 
men 
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mended by him in his Charge to the Grand Jurors; and is publifhed 
at the requeft of the Members for the County, in the name of the 
Gentlemen prefent; including (no doubt) many refpettable Magif- 
trates. When found religious admonitions meet with fo favourable a 
reception, we cannot but confole ourfelves with a hope, that the flate 
of public morals is much lefs deplorable than fevere cenfors reprefent 
it. 

In a very proper Dedication to the Judge, we fird, with great fatis- 
fattion, a moft important ftatement, the correétnefs of which we are 
happy, in attefting :—** the uniform hoftility of our Englith Judges to 
immorality, and their faithful enforcement of the fpirit of thofe higher 
laws, which were given us equally for guides to happinefs, and for 
rules of duty.” P.iv. ‘The fucceeding paragraph, on another topic, 
induces us to think, that in poetry, as well as in profe, the author would 
diftinguifh himfelf. 

Difcourfing on Luke xvi. 15, the preacher (after an appropriate ex- 
ordium) propofes to urge upon his hearers this important maxim : 
*« that itis only by acting on the genuine and fundamental — of 
the Gofpel, which teaches us to make the revealed will of God the fole 
rule of our actions, that we can lay any foundation for confiftency and 

rmanence in public or private virtue.” P, 8. The evil confequences 
of acting without this principle, are exhibited in various charaéters : 
rft, in what is called a /iberal and generous man, whom the world ad- 
mires and extols ; overlooking, as venial errors, his diffipation, extra- 
vagance, and profligacy. 2dly, in the avaricious man, particularly ia 
him, who amaffes wealth by aggravating the publie diftrefs in feafons 
of /carcity. 3dly, in the man of fal honour, who is vicious, injuri- 
ous to all around him, and deftitute of common honefty.. Laftly, ia 
him, who gaifes in others, or indulges in himfelf without fcruple, the 
licentious paffions. Each of thefe charaers is ‘* juftified, and highly 
efteemed among men ;” but ‘* is abomination in the fight of God.” 
‘The preacher then reminds his hearers of ** the difference between a 
conduét founded on the judgment of mankind, and that eftablithed 
on the principles of Chriftianity.” P. 19, And he concludes, by im- 
prefling upon them this great truth: ** that on the cultivation of the 
religious principle alone, vo the colleétive interefts of this world, 
and all the hopes of individuals in a better.” The feveral popular 
errors, which we have thas briefly ftated, are here expofed and cone 
futed by found arguments, expreffed in animated language. 

A note to this Sermon might well have been difpenfed with. We 
do not allow, that ‘* Chriftianity has received a glorious triumph,” ot 
any triumph whatever, from ‘* the public decree for the ablith- 
ment of religion in France.”—** ‘Her truth and importance” difdain 
auy “ confirmation,” from the declamations of French orators; from 
the acknowledgments of the profligate Mirabeau ; from the reports of 

Lucien, or even from the edi€ts of Napoleon Bonaparte. 


| X x Aar, 
BRIT. CRIT. VOL. X1X. JUNE, 1802. 
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Art. 27. A Charge, by Fobn Ryland, D. D. and a Sermon, by Famer 
Hinton, delivered Now. 17, 1801, af the Ordination of Thomas Coles, 
A, M. to the Pafloral Care of the Baptif09 Church, at Boufton-on-thee 
Water, Gloucefterfoire. §3 pp. Harris and Bryan, Briftol. 


Excepting now and then a quaintnefs of flyle and argument, many 
of the inflruétions given in the Charge are undeniably good, and ap- 
plicable to any order of Minifters in the Church of Chrift. As the 
Charge confifts of admonitions to the paftor, in regard to the care of 
his flock, the Sermon is rather addreffed to the congregation at large, 
inculcating a reverential attegdance on the pnachiog & the Minitter, 
a veneration for his perfon, and a confcientious fupport in his admi- 
niftration of the word. There is little that is exceptionable, either in 
{tyle or matter, allowance being made for the author’s attachment to a 

articular form of church government; much of the advice is gene- 
rally applicable, and cannot fail to be of falutary effect, wherever pro- 
perly attended to. 


Art. 28 The Memory of the Fut. A Sermon, preached Famuary 3, 
1802, at Bifbop Stortford, Herts, on the Death of the Rev. Fobn An- 
gus, upwards of Fifty-four Years Miniter of the Gofpel in that Town ; 

-ewho died December 22, 1801, in the Seventy-cighth Year of bis Age. 
By William Chaplin. Publifbed at the Requefi of the Congregation. 
vo. 39 pp. 1s. Conder. 1802. 


A pious and eloquent addrefs; honourable to the memory of the 
déceafed paftor, and inftructive to his furviving flock, The religious 
fentiments of Mr. Angus ‘‘ were what are commonly called Calvi- 
niftic.” “What thofe of the preacher, his co-paftor, are, it does not 
diftin@lly appear; but they feem to have lefs of that tendency. 


Art. 29. Thoughts on the Harveft. A Sermon, preached at the 
Chapel of St. ays Penzance, Sunday, January 17, 1802, being the 
Second Sunday after the ty ore By Charles Palentine le Grice, 

A. B. late Scholar of Trinity College, Cambridge, 8¥0. 32pp. 15 

Badeock, &c. 1802. 


A colleétion of foundly pious thoughts, expreffed in animated lan- 
guage, partly from ae Atterbury and Dr. Dodd, and partly ori- 

inal. The preacher firft points out our obligation to praife and 
thank fj iving in general; and then fome efpecial motives to gratitude 
at the feafon in which he was f{peaking, and the refle¢tions ‘‘ which 
moft naturally arife from a view of the vegetable creation, the riches 
of the earth.” P. 7. 


Anat. 30. RefcBions, fuggefted by the Clofe of the Years being a Ser- 
eno, preahed at Brading. in the Lfle of yi bt, on Sunday, the 291 of 
December, 1799, and tow printed for the Ufe of his Parifbiomers. By 
the Rew. Leg Richmond, «M. Third Edition. To avbich 9 added, 
Same Obfervations upon the prevalent Cuftom of exercifing the Volunteer 
Corps ow the Lord’s Days 8v0. 24pp. 4d. Rivingtons, 1801, 


Very falutary séfteCtions, exprefled in animated language; and 
worthy to be inculeaed by a Chsiftian minitter, in any feafon of the 
i year, 
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ytar, on the minds of thofe committed to his care, Joining cordially 
with the author, in the tribute of praife which he pays to out volun- 
te-r forces, we join him alfo in dilapproving of their military exer. 
Cifing, in the Ifle of Wight, on Sundays, We are at a lofs to con- 
ceive how this prattice could be juftified by neceflity (the only fuffi- 
cient plea) in one part of the kingdom, when experienge proves that 
no fuch necefliry exifted in moft other parts, 


Art. 31. Plaix Thoughts an the New-Tefament DoStrine of Aionement. 
By ‘Fobu Simpfon, of Hackney, London. gi pp. Johnfon. 1802, 


As Mr. Simpfon tells us himfelf, that he wrote and publifhed this 
pamphlet exprefsly becaufe ‘ he had never feen any thing written 
profeffedly on the fabject which appeared to him fatisfactory,” (p. 12) 
we cannot forbear recommending to his careful perufal, Dr. Magee’s 
late publication, not merely as written profefledly on the fubject of 
Atonement, but as very peculiarly, and in a moft mafterly manner, 
treating of fome of the very points on which Mr. S. lays moft tirefs, 
Like too many of the fame feét, Mr. S. indulges mach in {currility, 
attributing all difference of opinion in his opponents to the bafeft mo- 
tives he can aflign, We are too much accuitomed to the inconfiftency 
of fuch complaints, and fuch boafts, asthe following, to do more than 
merely notice them. ‘* Had Chriftianity remained as it was left by 
Chriit and his Apoftles, we fhould not fee one party prefling down, or 
intimidating others, by penal laws, or excluding them from fuch civil 
{tations as their wifdom or virtue might pny them to occupy, with 
honour (and profit generally) to themfelves, and advantage to fociety,”” 
P. 9. So far the complaint, the conftant complaint, of Diffenters, 


Now for the boaft: ** Men, fuch as thofe who brought Chrittianity’ 


firft into the world, muft be the perfons employed to propagate it, 
whofe pure minds, uninfluenced by low lucrative motives, will be 
much more gratified by the fublime pleafure of honouring God, and 
doing good to men, than in the enjoyment of all the honours and 
riches the world can’ beftow.” P. 10, ‘Then, where the hardthip of 
excluding fuch people (of whom, no doubt, Mr. S. thinks himfelf 
one) from Jow, /ucrative fituations incompatible with genuine Chrif- 
tianity ? : 


| POLITICS. 


Art. 32. An Appeal to Experience and Common Senfe, by a Comparifon 
of the prefent with former Periods. 8v0. sopp. 18% 6d. Hats 
chard. 1802. 


«* Ie is the duty,” this writer obferves, ** of every friend to his 
country, to difpel prejudices unfavourable to its profpegity.” This 
he endeavours to do, and with fuccefs, by comparing our fituation at 
the prefent moment, with that in which we were placed by the Peace 
of 1763, and again in 1783. On both thofe occafions, he ftates there 
were not wanting writers, who afferted, ** that the refources of the 
country were exhaufted, and predifted that rival nations wosld under- 
fell us abroad, and become triumphant competitors even in our market 
x2 at 
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at home.” He points out the fallacy of thofe predi€tions, and the 

reat increafe of our commerce immediately after that event. He 
then proceeds to the war with America, France, Spain, and Holland, 
which was terminated by the Peace of 1783; an event which, as he ~ 
exprefies it, ‘* was attended with a plenuful effufion of prophetic 
defpondency.” The national debt had increafed, fince 1775, 
110,275,3411. and there appeared an unfunded debt of 24,585,1571. 
and at that time she revenue did not meet the expenditure by upwards 
of a million, The refources within ourfelves were however amply 
fufficient for the purpofe of recrui:ing our finances; and in 1786 the 
prefent finking-fund was eftablifhed, and the ftate was og, to fup- 
port and protect its operation. This meafure, and the firmnefs by 
which it has been fupported, receives from the author before us very 
ftrong and judicious commendations. 

Aker fome fenfible refle€tions on the mercantile failures, and other 
events, previous to the late war, the author touches briefly on the prin- 
cipal occurrences during its continuance; and, while he admits, that 
** the iffue of this war nas difappointed the hopes that were entertain- 
ed at the commencement of it,” infifts that, ** in addition to the 
brilliant victories which have raifed our navy to an inacceflible fupe- 
riority, we have poflefied, and always exerted, the means of preferving 
the integrity of our laws and conftitution, and gone on in a progreffive 
increafe of our national wealth, induitry, and commerce.’”” 

He then points out the flourifhing ftate of our navy and increafing 
commercial greatnefs, and paints the great difficulties which France 
muft experience in reviving her trade, and in endeavouring to rival 
the manufa¢tures of Britain. Our agricultural improvements, and 
the benefits likely to arife from the Union with Ireland, are noticed. 
There are alfo fome pertinent remarks on the late f{carcity of provi- 
fions, and on the delay in figning the Definitive Treaty ; two fubjects 
of anxiety now happily removed. ‘The author concludes this well- 
intended, and, upon the whole, judicious tra, with fhowing how un- 
likely it 3s that France fhould be able to injure our commerce, or ex- 
cel us in thofe manufactures, which are the princepal fource of ous 


profperity. 
MISCELLANIES. 


Art. 33. Litexary Leifure 3 or, the Recreations of Solomm Sanunter, 
Efj. Two Volumes. 8vo. 12s. Miller. 1802. 


Notwithftanding the number and variety of publications like this, 
fince the time of the Speétator, there is fomething in them fo conge- 
nial and acceptable to the general reader, that, if execated with tole- 
rable ability, they never tail to meet with a great degree of encou- 
tagement. ‘There is in a judicious mixture of eflays, tales, biogra- 
phical fketches, and poetry, what the learned reader does not always 
difdain, and to the lefs learned will eventually convey both infor- 
mation and amufement. ‘Thefe volumes are perhaps unequal, but 


‘ they 
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they are generally entertaining, in no {mall degree, and fome of the 
ftories remarkably well told. ‘That, in particular, of Philip Dellwyn, 
in the firft volume, and of Seraphina, in the fecond, are peculiarly 
intercfting. The firft, indeed, with very little management, would 
have made a novel, far better than the great majority of thofe, 
which are every week obtruded onthe public. The poetry alfo is ge- 
nerally very clegant. The tallowing short fpecimen, fuppofed to 
wore by a lady deferted by herlover, mutt excite the readex’s ine 
tereit, 
«« T caught a bright fantaftic cloud, 
And in the glittering moonlight drefs'd it ; 
Then, of the beauteous pageant proud, 
Too fondly to my bofom prefs'd it. 


I fancied by the dubious light, 
1 faw my phantom fweerly fmiling; ° 
My bofom throbb’d with wild delight, 
All reafon’s fober fears beguiling. 


What dreams of joy my foul revolv’d! 
What pleafant vifions hover’d o’er me! 

Till, by th’ incautious warmth diffolv’d, ’ 
My treafure faded from before me. 


Condemn’d henceforward ftill to grieve, 
My fenfes rove in wild confufign ; 
Nor can I fcarcely yet helieve 
My blifs was all a vain illufion. 


From treacherous hope will I no more 
Deceitful forms of pleafure borrow ; 
But filently my lofs deplore, 
And fink a prey tp filent forrow,” 


There are fome marks of a carelefs writer ; fuch as, in I z, vol. i. 
« a phyfician cannot be admitted without a bag-wig.”” What phyii- 
cian now wears a bag-wig?—P. az, In enumerating the popular pe- 
riodical papers, the Mirrot is placed between the Spectator and the 
Guardian : and, at p. 14, we have * autorical vanity”, for the vanity 
of an author. Neverthelefs, the two volumes are well deferving our 
commendation; and if, in fome refpects, they may feem to want the 


merit of originality, they contajn a great many interefting, inftruc- 


tive, and entertaining papefs, 


Art. 34 Remarks on the Rev. Dr. Vincent's Difence of Public Edu- 
cation; with an Attempl to flate fairly the Queflion, whether the Reli- 
gious Inflru€tion and Moral Condué? of the rifing Generation are fuffi- 
ciently provided for, and effeCually fecured, in our Schools and Univerfi- 
ties. Together with the Sentiments of feveral late Writers, and others, 
on this important Subje®, By a Layman. 8vo. 1s. 6d. Hatchard, 
1802. 


Never was a difference of opinion expreffed in a more mild and re- 


{peftful manner than by this unknown writer, who deferves therefore 
; to 
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to meet with nents equally temperate. Controverfy, thus con- 
duéted, lofes all ats deformities. ‘ 


The queftion ftated in. his title-page is, however, very different 
from that fo ably handled by. Dr. Vincent, «* Whether the Religious 
Inftruction and Moral Condué of the rifing Generation are /uffciently 
provided for, ind effeually fecured, in que Schools,” &c. Dr.V. con. 
tended only, that thefe great ro are very far from being fyftema- 
tically and contemptuoufly neglected, as had been alledged. What 
provifion mn be deemed /uficient for fuch a purpofe, it is not eafy 
to fay; though, in our opinion, that ought in prudence to be fo efteem- 
‘ed, which provides for information, without: producing difgult. As 

to the idea of effefually fecuring the moral condu& of a whole genera- 
tion, we fear # belongs only to the delicious dreams of Utopian im- 
provement. 

In the fosmer part of this tra&t, the writer endeavours to prove, that 
Fai rt of Dr. Vincent’s Defence was written in hafte and anger. 

e believe that the learned Dodtior never wifhed it to be fuppofed, 
that he was without the natural feelings of an honeft man, on findin 
himfelf implicated in a charge of a moft atrocious kind ; totally in- 
confiftent with the principles and practice of his lite. Command of 

affions is highly laudable ; but the total eradication of feeling is 
Pardly to be expected. : 
With refpect to the Claffics, this gentleman, though a warm advocate 
for the ftudy of them, has fome ideas on the fubject which are not very 
rasticable. The attempt to purify them has a {pecious appearance ; 
ee who does not know that the Delphin Editions, where the offenfive 
parts are either uninterpreted or removed to the end, invite rather than 
repel the curiofity of youth? Poor Terence is fentenced altogether to 
be burned. We confefs that we fhould anxioufly conceal our copies 
from fuch an inguifition, firmly believing the mifchief attrivuted to 
him to be entirely chimerical. But no fyllogifm can convey as 
rience, and without it many errors in education cannot be refuted. We 
fhall, therefore, conclude our remarks on this Layman, only by re- 
ating our admiration of the manner, which exceeds even our diffent 
tom fome part of the matter of his pamphict, 


Art. 35. Fhe Force of Contraft continued; or, Extra@s and Animad- 
werfions, with oceafional Strictures, on the Contrafler, and oibers of Mr. 
Bere’s Opponents : and Obfervations on Mrs, H. More’s Schools. To 
which is added, a Pofifeript on the Editors of the Britifb Critic, refpe8- 
fully fubmitted to the Confideration of thofe who have interefied them 
Selves in the Blagdon Coutrover/y. By a*Pricnd of the Eftablifoment. 
8vo. 94 pp. Hurlt. 1802. 


This is a ftrong pamphlet on the fide of Mr. Bere. The accifa- 
tions againft us inthe clofe of the tract are very vielent ; bat we can- 
not repel them without entering into a detail in our own cafe, which 
we have refufed in other parts of the difpute. We fhall only fay as 
an innocent man once did, after hearing an elaborate pleading againtt 
himfelf: ** If I did not’ know that I never ftole any thing, I thould 
almoft be perfuaded that I had committed this theft.” 


Ar? 
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Aart. 36. Amimadverfions on the Curate of Blagdon’s Three Publica- 
tions, entitled the Controverfy between Mrs. Hannab More and the Cu- 
vate of Blagdon, &$c. An Appeal to the Public, and an Adilrefi to Mri. 
Hannah More. With fome am to bis Cambrian Defcent 

ap Glendour, Ap Cadwallader, Ap Styfuig, as affirmed aud jet 
Sorth by himfelf, in the 28th Page of bis Appeal to the Public. - 8v0. 
55 pp» Hatchard. 1802. 


This is a ftrong pamphlet againft Mr. Bere. — . 
_ We fhall endeavour to enumerate the reft of thefe things another 
time, , 


Art.37- A Differtatian, moral aud political, ou the Inflhence of Luxx 
and Refinement on Natians, with RefleAions on the Manners y the ee 
at the Clofe of the Eighteenth Century. By Adam Sibbit, A. B. Refi 
vf Clarendon, in the I/land of Jamaica. 8vo, Cadell and Davies, 
1500. 


The purpofe of this Differtation is, « to point out thofe public and 
private virtues, whofe genial influence produce health and longevity to 
a ftate ; and thofe baleful vices, which bring on, with rapid » de- 
bility and corruption.” P. 8. A favourable fpecimen of this work 
may be procuced from pp. 23, 27, &c. and we feletct it, as defcribing 
with no {mall exaétnefs the prefent ftate of letters in fome parts of Eu- 
rope, though England, we trutt, is yet flightly affected by the contagion, 

«* At this critical period, when the Roman people were thus ra oad 
defcending into an effeminate and voluptuous mode of life, al fuf- 
fering the rigour and aufterity of their ancient manners to be deftroy- 
ed by the DS aoa x of luxury, their minds were aflailed by the fathion- 
able precepts of a new philofophy, that had a tendency to fubvent 
every principle of religion and morality, upon which the pillars of fo- 
‘ciety are founded. It was from Greece, that this literary poifon wes 
conveyed.” P.23.—** The fever of ambition, the defire of diftinc- 

tion, which fometimes infpires the literary hero, is often as fatal to the 
repofe of mankind as the military ardour, which impels the conqueror 
to carry devaftation and terror over the world, in fearch of laurels and 
of triumphs. Every confideration is facrificed to vanity and fame ; 
and the praife of men, by people of this ftamp, is preferred to the ap- 
probation of heaven, The moft effectual method, therefore, to gratify 
this reftlefs paffion, and to obtain the admiration of the crowd, is to 
attack every thing which the world had hitherto deemed facred and 
venerable in religion and in morals, To endeavour to confound the 
diftinétions of right and wrong, to miflead and to corrupt the giddy 
populace by the boldnefs and novelty of their affertions, is a fure 
way to be confpicuous for a time, and to live in the mouths of men ; 
and paradoxes, abfurdities, cynic @ ce, and obfcenity, will too 
often, in a vicious age, gain more applaufe than the fublime produc- 
tions of genius and virtue. The epigrams of a buffoon, the whining 
elegy, a the flimfy novel, will be read with avidity in frivolous times, 
while Homer and Milton, and Demofthenes and Burke, will < e- 
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defted: for luxury and vice have a tendency to corrupt and debifitate 
the mind, as well as the body ; to contaminate our intellectual tafte, as 
well as our moral perceptions; and, when we want energy and purity 
of foul to comprehend the vaft and grand, or to be charmed with the 
delicate and elegant compofitions of true genius, we, from the mere 
depravity of our faculties, delight to feed upon the difgufting garbage, 
or the impertinent conceits, of the literary profligates of the day, the 
immoral and pany writers of a degenerate age ; and there is nothing, 
perhaps, fo fatal to the morals of a nation as corrupt and vicious lite- 
rary productions, as they diffufe their influence over a large fpace, and 
affe&t all ranks and defcriptions of men.” P. 27. 

At p. 86, the author gives a flattering picture of the prefent ftate of 
this ifland ; yet he fears it has paffed ‘* the meridian of energy and 
virtue.” We think that, within the laft ten years, our energy has 
been confpicuoufly difplayed to the world ; and we do not admit, that 
whoever wifhes to contemplate a nation in its progreflive or youthful 
ftate, muft dire®t his view to North America, as moft of the countries 
on this fide of the Atlantic ‘* begin to put on the broken appearance 
of age.” P. 105. The concluding exhortations are juft and animat- 
ed; and, though the ftyle of the author is rather too declamatory, 
and occafionally inaccurate, yet we think him entitled to a refpectable 
sank among the moral teachers of the prefent times, 


Arr. 38. An Addrefs to the Britifh Volunteers, and my Countrymen, 
refpefing the threatened Invafion of England by French Ufurpers ! By 
a Volunteer aud a plain Englfaman. $v0. 15 pp. 18 Hatchard. 
1801. 


Oor notice of this Addrefs has unluckily been delayed, till any re- 
commendation of it would be ufelefs. In juftice, however, to the au- 
thor, we mutt fay, that it is a fpirited exhibition of thofe crimes and 
miferies, by which the Frecch Jately deluged their own, and every 
other country they invaded. | | 








FOREIGN CATALOGUE, 


FRANCE. 


Art. 39. De lachaleyr animale et de fes divers sey d'apres une 
explication mouvelle des phénoménes calerifigues, avec l’examen de Vopix 
nion de différens auteurs modernes fur le mime fujet ; par ¥. Joffe, de 
Rennes, Paris; pr. 5 ff. 25 ¢. 


This work has fixed the attention of the School of Medicine at 
Paris, and has obtained from them a favourable report. 


Ejpr. d. Journ. 


Art. 
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Aart. 40. Le Voyageur curieux et fentimental, owvrage en deux parties, 
contenant 1° le cryage de C hantilly et Fy vibe 2°. k voyage 
aux ifles Borromées par Louis D, (amin), membre de plufieurs fociétés 
fittéraives, 2¢ ed. Paris, 


We conceived that we had before us fome part of Trifram Shandy, 
and that we faw uncle Toby, with his afs, on reading the fotlowing 
chapter, /e cheval debride : 

‘* |’appercois mon cheval fans bride... Je me lave...je cours...heu- 
feufement l’animal étoit d’un carafiére pacifique, et ne profitoit de fa 
liberté que pour brouter Je gazon plus a fon aife, Quelle legon! la 
bride en mains, je le rejoins. A l’afpect du mords, ii recyle, dreffe 
les oreilles, regarde de cdxé....e champ lui étoit ouvert. U1 ne tenoit 
qua lui...je lus dans fes regards le germ: de V’infubordination, Je 
tremblai..,que faire? la firuation étoit critique. Parler en maitre!..,. 
c’en étoit fait, il edt fecoué le joug: I’abus de l’autorité méne a I’in- 
deépendance, Je le favois, et puis je me rappelai ce vers du bon La- 
fontaine : 

Mieux vaut douceur que violence. 


«* Je m’approche doucement de I’animal femirétif, Je Je carefle de 
la voix et du gefte: il tourne vers moi fa belle téte of fe peignoit en- 
core un refte d’indocilité, Je pafle Jegérement ma main fur fon cou; 
j’approche ma joue de la fienne, en Ie flatrant avec douceur,...Senfible 
a ce procédé, i] fe rend et faifit de lui-méme le mords que je lui pré- 
fente. Comme fa phifionomie é:oit expreflive! comme fon regard 
étoit touchant! Il me fembloit dire ; n'abufe pas de l’empire que je te 
céde. Ne crains rien, lui répondis-je, en mettant le pied dans l’etrier, 
jamais je ne rougirad mes €perons de ton fang.—Je pouvois lui tenir 
parole : j’avois oublié de les prendre.” 

The following verfes are tranfcribed from the author's charming 
piece entitled J/-s Rorromées. 
«« Dieux puiflans, qui veillez fur ces charmans rivages, 
Loin de deux. vrais amis écartez les dangers, 
Faites taire les vents, enchainez les orages, 
Que londe foit tranquille et le ciel fans nuages! 
Et vous amans des fleurs, venez zéphirs légers, 
Guidez-nous au travers de ces liquides piaines ; 
Venez, je m’abandante 4 vos douces haleines. 
Nous partons, et le ciel, et l’onde et les zéphirs, 
Tout femble s’accorder au gré de nos défirs. 
Nos rameurs, a l’envi, fignalent leur adreffe, 
Sur I’humide élément qu’il fend avec vitefle, 
A peine le canot trace un foible fillon ; 
Et déja Laveno fe perd dans l’horizon. : 
Nous voguons entourés des fcénes les plus belles ; 
Chaque inftant 4 nos yeux en offre de nouvelles. 
L’horizon, ce tableau des volages humeurs 
D'un fexe né pour plaire et pour ae fans ceffe, 
Nous charme en variant fes afpects enchanteuts : 
I} fuit et fe rapproche ; il s'éléve et s’abaiflc,” Lhid. 
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Ax. 41. Monumens antiques inédits ou nouvellement explignés.  Col- 
keGion de fatues, bas-rcliefs, bufles, peintures, mofaiques, gravures, 
wafes, infcriptions, médailles et inflrumens tires des colleZions nationales 
et particulidres, et accompagnés d'un texie explicatif; par A. L. Mil- 
lin, confervatenr des antiques, médailles et pierres gravees de la Biblio 
théque nationale de France, Fe. Lome I, léve livraifon,68 pp. in 4to. 
with Nine Plates. Paris; as alfo Evans, Pall-Mall, and De Boffe, 
Gerard-Street, London. Every volume of this work, printed by 
the younger Didor, will be compofed of at leatt fifty theets of text, 
with not lefs than 40 plates, and diftributed in fx liveaifuns, the 
price of each of which will be 6 fr. 60 cent. 


This colle€tion of inedited monuments is intended asa fequel to 
thofe of Caylus*, and of Guattanit, which are of the fame form, and 
contain a great number of monuments, of which literary men and ar- 
tifts have availed themfelves in the explanation of a number of facts 
selative to the hiftory of arts and of antiquity. 

France abounds with interefting monuments, and many of them 
are abfolutely unknown. ‘Thofe which belong to individuals are 
liable to be difperfed ; of thefe, therefore, Mr. Millin has been more 
particularly careful to give reprefentations and defcriptions. In his 
explanations, he has likewife been more full than he fhould have been, 
af this work had only been defigned for che ufe of profeffed antiqua- 
ries; but he was defirous that it fhould be read and underftood by other 
literary men, and by artifts, which has led him to explain in the notes 
elaffical paflages, and terms of Iefs common ufe. He has alfo taken 
advantage of the opportunities which have been afforded him, to treat 
certain queftions which had not been, in his judgment, fufficiently 
difcuffed ; or, at leaft, not in the French language. 

Archeology, or the {cience of Antiquities, 1s divided into three 
branches: Numi/matics, or the f{cience of Medals; Paleograply, or 
that of Infcriptrons; and what is here called /'antiguité figurée, or the 
knowledge of the Monuments which appertain principally to the art 
of defign. ‘There will be found in this collection monuments belong- 
ang to each of thefe branches. 

This firft /évrai/on contains, in feven differtations, the explanation of 
different monuments, reprefented on nine plates. 

Mr. Michaux, an eminent botaniit, on his return from Perfia, had 
brought with him a circular piece of marble, covered on both fides 
with an infcription in Perfepolitan chara¢ters, above which were feen 
different figures of animals and others, which had undoubtedly a re- 
Jation to the contents of the infcription. This extremely cutious mo- 
nument, differing from all the Perfepolitan monuments hitherto pub- 
lithed, is at prefent depofited/in the Cabinet of Antiquities of the 





* Recueil d’antiquités Egyptiennes, Grecques et Romaines; Paris, 
1756, &c. 7 vol. in 4to. 

; Monumenti anuchi inediti, Rome, 1784-89, 6 vol. in 4to. 
National 
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National Library. Mr. Millin had fent fome time ago cafts in platter 
of Paris, or drawings of it, to the feveral literati who are employed 
in the explanation of Perfepolitan infcriptions; to MM. Minter, 
Herder, Oufeley, Hager, Henley, and Silwcftre de Sacy ; he has mierted 
in this number an engraving of this monument, for the purpole of 
making it more publicly known, In the feventh Differtaiion, Mr. M. 
having firit given an account of the refult of the labours of thofe who 
have been engaged in the ftudy of the antiquities of Perfepolis, endeas 
vours to afcertain, as far as is poflible, the particular animals repre- 
fented on this marble, se them with thofe which are foun on 
other monuments ; makes fome remarks on the pyramidal fign, which 
forms the bafis of the Perfepolitan alphabet, placed on an altar, and 
conclades with obfervations on the nature of the characters, and their 
pofition in the infcription. Magas. Encyclopéd. 


Art. 42. Voyage ioral et hiftorique de I’ Iftrie et de la Dalmatie; 
par le C, Caffas, xiti® et xiv* /iwraijon. 


In the firft of thefe Livraifons, the 13th, are fix plates, executed in a 
fuperior manner. The 14th /ivraifon terminates the difcourfe, con- 
taining the defcriptive part of the work ; it begins with p. 65, and 
finifhes with p. 157. Of the entire work, confifting of 69 plates 
and the hiftorical difcourfe, the price is, on ordinary paper, 250 fr. 
and, on vellum paper, 450 fr. » lbid. 


Art. 43. Voyage pittorefque de la Syrie, Sc. par le C, Caffas, xxi li- 


vraifon. 


The fix plates, of which this /ivraifon is compofed, reprefent : 

1. Antioch, called by the Arabs Anthakyeh, The view is taken from 
the iron-gate {Bab-el-Hhadyd) which leads to Aleppo, by the moun- 
tains. 

2. The Cénotaph of Caius Cafar. 

3. A general view ‘of the great cclonnade, and of the ruins of, Pal. 
nyra. ‘this plate is three times as large as che ordinary plates of the 
work, 

4. The Manfoléum of lamblichus. 

. Plan of a Tomb cut in the rock; fituated near the town of Seide, 
formerly called Sidon. 

6. The general plan of the city of Alexandria, called by the Arabs 
Efkandery eh. Ibid. 


Arr. 44. Voyage au Sénégal, pendant les années 1784 et 1785, d’apras 
les mémoires de Lajaille, ancien officier de la marine Frangaife, contenant 
des recherches fur la géograpbie, la navigation et le commerce de la céte 
occidentale d’ Afrique, depuis le Cap- Blanc jufqu'a la rividre de Serrae 
Leone, avec des notes fur la fituation de cette partie de l "Afrique, jf 
gu'en l’an 19 (1801 and 1802); par P. Labarthe; orné d une tréte 
belle carte gravée par P, F, Tardieu. Pr. 4fr. Paris. 


This voyage to Senegal prefents inftructive details on the eftablith. 
ments fituated along the coaft, from Cape Blane to the river of Sierra- 
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Leone, in the interior ; with nautical remarks after Lajail-, a ditin 

guifhed old officer, commiffioned by government in 1784 and 1785, 
to vifit this part of the coaft of Africa, There are likewife inferted 
an this work fome inedited obfervations of Axzffor, on the minerals and 
vegetable, which might be expected to be found in the interior of 
Aftica. Thefe obfervations had been addrefled to the Minifter of 
the Marine, on the occafion of a project which Baron Esnfedel, Coun- 
fellor of the Mines of Saxony, had formed, to traverfe Atrica through 
Senegal, the ras, ye of Tombut, Agades; to terminate in Nubia, 
come down the Nile, and return through Egypt. Buffam was much 
pleafed with this project, which, if it had been executed, would have 
greatly advanced our knowledge of this part of the globe. The au- 
thor makes mention of a journey to Galam by ae performed by 
Rubaalt, in 1786, after the inftrugtions of Durand, then Direttor of 
the Company of Senegal. 

The chart’ which accompanies the voyage to Senegal, does honour 
to the talents of MM. Lapie and Tardieu, the two artifts employed in 
tt. Lajaille had found all the latitudes in the chart of Bellin falfe, 
from the ifles of Idols to Cape Tagrin, inclufively, 

Upon the whole, we may pronounce this work to be exceedingly 
interefting to navigation and to commerce, Ibid. 


Art. 45. Voyage en Italie de M. l’ Abbé Barthélemy, de 1’ Académie 
francaise, de celle des inferiplions et belles-lettres, et auteur du Voyage 
d’Anarcharfis, imprimé fur les lettres originales écrites au comte de 
Caylus; avec un appendice on fe trouyent des morseaux ingdits de 
Winckelmann, dx P. Jacquier, de /’abbé Zarillo, académicien d’ Her- 
culanum et antiguaire du roi de Naples, et d "autres favans; publi? par 
A. Seryes, bibliothecaire du Prytanée, et communiqué, pendant Lim- 
prelfion, au fenateur nevew de cet académicien, et au directeur de la 
moannoye des médailles, fon compagnon de voyage en Ltalie. Paris, Anx, 
{1801.) 8vo. of 432 pp. 


Since the death of Barthélemy, great pains have been taken to col- 
1e& whatever had been left unpublithed by this celebrated antiquary 3 
and two volumes only of fuch mifcellanies were printed at Paris; nor, 
indeed, was any thing more expected. ‘The literary world therefore 
will be agreeably furprifed by the publication of thefe heretofore in- 
edited Letters, written from J¢aly to the Comte de Cay/us, who has 
contributed perhaps more than any other perfon to the progrefs of the 
fcience of antiquities, by direéting it to the ftudy of the fine arts, 

This Voyage was undertaken by order, and at the expence, of go- 
vernment, for the purpofe of procuring fuch medals as were waating 
in the Royal Cabinet, and of completing the different feries. The 
Letters are in number forty-nine; in all which the author fhows the 
greateft eagernefs to fee every thing, to inform himfelf of every thing, 
and moce particularly to make new acquifitions, He exprefles himfelf 
in the following manner on the fubject of Baron de Sigfb. 

«© Nous avons fouillé auffi dans le cabinet du Baron de Stofh. Je 
Iui ai remis vos foufres, qu’il a recus avec plaifir, et votre livre qu'il a 
la avec autant d’avidité que de fatisfaction; fon cabinet eft immente ; 
yingt. 
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vingt.ci1g mille foufres, des eftampes, des pierres gravées, des antiques, 
_ des médailles, des manufcrits, des cartes de géographie, des deflins. 
Ii a dépouillé I'Italie, et la tient encore affervie par fes correfpondans 5 
il m’a tout montré, et ne m’a rien cédé. Je me fuis abaiflé jufqu’aux 

riéres ; elles ont endurci un coeur, gui naturellement n’eft pas tendre. 
Vai triomphé de la réfiftance féroce de l’abbé Boule, et de quelques 
autres brocanteurs, 


‘© Je ne triomphe pas du plus puiffant de tous,” 


** J'en fuis défolé, fans en étre abattu. Je viens d’eurdir des trames 
dont il fera entouré pendant mon abfence, et j’aurai peut-étre le double 
plaifir d‘avoir ce que je defire, et de Paveir malgré lui.” 

Of the Abbé Gort, Mr. B. {peaks at the fame time in a lively and 
affeting manner. 

** Gori eft le meiileur homme du monde, fans paffion, fans jaloufie 
et fans argent; refpeCtable par fes maurs et fes travaux ; univerfelle- 
ment refpe€té des etrangers et de fes compatriotes ; cherchant des con- 
jeClures et en trouvant beaucoup, des prote¢teurs et n’ea trouvant 
point.” | 

M. Mazzochi, Father Corfini, Father Paciandi, Father Facguier, the 
intelligent Faucher, Dubaiffon, Guyard, are likewile objects of this au- 
thor’s Flicitude, and are very well deferibed by him. Of a certain Abbé 
Boule, an inhabitant of Marfeille, he gives fhe following account : 

« Cet homme a beaucoup de morceaux d’antiquités; mais iteft im- 
poflible de les voir. J’en ai appercu quelques-uns par terre: c'étojent 
des figures égyptiennes aflez bien confervécs. Il a de plus le cabinet 
de M. Gravier dans des caiffes od chaque piéce fe trouve empaquetée. 
f] eft inutile de lui faire la moindre propotition pour les acquérir: if 
feroit plus aifé de lui arracher Ja vie, et c’ef¥ ce que fera bientdt fa lé- 
fincrie et la foit imfatiable qu’il a de pofléder.” 

On his firft arrival at Rome, this author obferves: - 

** J’ai paflé deux heures aw Capitole, et je n'ai rien vu, L’amas 
énorme de ftatues, de buties, d’inferiptions et de bas-reliefs réunis dans 
ce palais, épuife Vadmisation. N'efpérons plus former de pareilles 
colleétions ; nous vivons dans un pays de fer pour les antiquaires : c’eft 
en Italie qu'il faudroit faire des recherches, Je rougis mille fois par 
jour de ces infiniment petits monumens qui font dans notre infiniment 
petit cabinet des antiques; je rougis de l’avoir montré anx étrangers : 

u’auront-ils penfé de l’intérét que je prenois a tous ces bronzes de 

ept A huit pouces de hauteur, a ces deux ou trois tétes mutilées, dont’ 
je voulois leur faire admirer Ja grandeur ct Ja rarei¢? Pourquoi n’ai- 
je pas Cté averti? 

‘«« On trouve ici l’ancienne Egypte, l’ancienne Athénes, l’ancienne 
Rome. 

«¢ Sérieufement Ja tte m’en tourne, et j'ignore quel temps il faudra 
pour voir tout ce Capitole, et puis tout ce colif€e, et puis tous ces arcs, 
et puis tous ces aqueducs, et puis tout ce Saint-Pierre, et puis tous les 
cabinets particuliers, 
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ftaly,—Germany. 


« Tl faut l’avouer encore une fois, ce n’eft qu’ici que fe trouvent des 
carriéres inépuifables d’antiquites; et relativement aux étrangers, on 
devroit écrire fur la porte de/ Popole, cette belle infcription du Dante : 


«© LASCIATE OGNI SPERANZA VOLE CH’ENTRATE.” 


The follawing may be given as a fpecimen of the molle atque facetum 
of Horace, which Mr. B. poffeffed in fo eminent a degree. 

** Tout ce que je puis vous dire fur mon retour, c’eft que je vou- 
drois étre 4 Paris fans avoir la peine d’y aller, Je comptois voir un 
conclave; mais on n’entend plus rien & la maladie du pape. II eft fi 
bien, il eft fi mal, qu’il ne faudroit point étre furpris d’apprendre fa 
mort dans quelques jours, ou de le voir vivre encore quelques années. 
Il recut tous fes facremens la femaine derniére, et l’on prepara tout 
pour les funérailies et pourle conclave. Le lendemain, il étoit mieux, 
et l’on prepara les theatres pour le carnaval. Lundi, il y eut de la 
fiévre, on continua 4 travailler au conclave; hier, la fiévre ceffa, on fit 
une répétition de l’opéra ; aujourd’hui, les nouvelles étant incertaines, 
on travaille a la fois pour ces deux genres de fpettacles.” 

To thefe Letters the editor has added an Appendix, containing 
eleven pieces which relate to them; fome of which had not before 


been publifhed. Ibid. and E/pr.d. Fourn. 
ITALY. 
Ant. 46. Topografia fificd della Campania, &c. 2 Vols. in 8vo. 
Naples. 


The author of this Topography, who has paffed a confiderable time 
at Naples and in the environs, has been conftantly occupied in examin- 
ing the phyfical conftitution of that country. When he publithed his 
work, it was regarded as the moft important on that fubje¢i, and indeed 
greatly furpaffing any other which had preceded it, relative to that coun- 
try. 1t was he who firft determined the true limits of the ancient Campi 
Phlegrei, and who pointed out the different craters that are found there, 
of which five or fix only were before known. He was the firft that 
vifited the great extinguifhed volcano, of which the fucceffive erup- 
tions have formed the Northern part of Campania. The work there- 
fore prefents, at the fame time, an accurate topography, and a volcanic 
mineralogy, of Campania. It is accompanied with fix charts, or 
plates. 


GERMANY. 


Arr.47. Chrifiliche Kirchengefchichte von Johagn Matthias Schrécka, 
&Sc—Ecclefiafiical Hiftory, by J. M.Schréckn. Vols. 30—33- 1. 8v0. 
Leipzig, 1800-1801. 


The 30h volwme of this very valuable work, takes in the civil and 
literary hiftory of this period from 1303 to 1517, which proceeds to 
: 491 ; and the three others are entirely dedicated to the hiftory of the 

opes, from Boniface VILL, to Leo X, inclufive. Jena ALZ, 
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We. take this opportunity to inform Adr, E. Spencer, of 
Weils, that his Letter to us was laid by laft month, for the 
plain reafon that we had not time to read it, and for no other. 
We have fince read it; and are by no means convinced, that 

oing to a meeting of Diffenters or Independents, fuch as Mr. 
) can. be any proof of M-thodifm. We have enquired 
further into the truth, and find that Mr. Jay is not a layman 
(unlefs Dr. Leland, Dr. resp Dr. Lardner, &c. could 
be called fo) being in the Orders of his Church. He was, and 
we believe is, occafionally attended, by perfons of very various 
defcriptions, not for anv peculiarity of doctrine, but fingular 
eloquence as a preacher. A proof of going to Lady na 
tingdon’s Chape] would have -been fomething in point; but 
this is not pretended. Is it wonderful then that we do not be- 
lieve one thing to be a demonftration of another ; the going to 
hear a Prefbyterian Preacher, a proof of Methodifm? Even the 
communicating with the former people * would prove nothing 
refpecting the latter. For aur definition of Methodifm, we 
beg leave to refer to our Review for Auguft lalt, p. 217. 
Under that defcription, we are convinced, and we think we 
know, that Mrs. More is not a Methodift. If the were fo, her 
hypocrify and cunning muft be beyond all parallel; and for that 
reafon fhe would deferve to be given up by every honeft man. 
But, if fhe were fo cunning, fhe would never have confefled to 
Mr. Fay, what is alledged in A/r. Spencer’s Letter. - The 
Wedmore Schoolmafter (Harvard) proved to be.a Methodift 
(we underftand) and was difmiffed by Mrs. M, for that reafon. 
Whether we are favourers of their tenets, will be beft feen 
when we have occafion to confider them more at large. See 
to this point, the Preface to vol. xviii. p. v. and pp. 31g, 429) 
550, of that volume. A/r, Spencer’s counter-advertifements, 


we think, make rather againft him than for him; and fome of . 


his aflertions are refuted by dates. 

As we believe the public to be completely tired of this dif- 
pute, we fhall be very concife in our future notice of the traéts 
relating to it. Were Mr. Bere, what he is artfully and falfely 
reprefented, a poor Curate, w: ihould applaud the fpirit of fome 
ef his defenders, though we could not allow the juftice of his 





* We cannot go into this point ; but we underftand the charge to 
be next to nothing. 
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caufe, or approve his’own writings; but, though he is Curate 
of Bk on, he is alfo Rector at Baise, i a Magiftrate 
for the County: and a very lucrative Curacy, added toa Rec- 
tory, cannot, we think, render the man an object of compaftion, 
rior diminifh the influence of the Magiftrate. 

Mr. F. Cocke way deperid upon ovr +mpartiality, and may 
be’ perfedily aiiured, that we can have no private views to bias 
our opinion. tse ss 

Our correfpondent, AZ. 6f Pexth, has favoured us with an- 
other letter. On a further confideration of the former, we 
are inclined only to.offer our commendations of his intentions, 
and to decline entering further into the difcuflion. 

We fhould be very glad if we could obtain for our Conflent 
Reader, who {peaks fo kind'y ot us, the fatisfa@ion he withes. 
It is very certain, that the colour of printing-ink is, in many 
modern bovks, very faulty. We rather fear, that the proper 
care to prevent this is feldom taken, but with books of fome 
expence, in what is technically called extra-printing. 





LITERARY INTELLIGENCE. 





A new edition of the Englifh Effayifts will foon appear, in. 
forty-five volumes, royal 18mo0. It is to contain the Tatler, 
SpeQator, Guardian, Rambler, Idler, World, Adventurer, 
Connoiffeur, Mirror, Lounger, and Obferver ; with biogra- 
phical Pcefaces to all thofe of which the authors are not living ; 
and a General Index in the laft volume. Adr. 4. Chalmers is 
faid w be the writer of the Prefaces, and the coilator of the 
works. 

Propofals have been circulated for a new Abridgment of the © 
Philofephital Tranfadtions, to the prefent time. We hope the 
work is undertaken with the confent and concurrence of the 


Royal Saciety. 





ERRATA, 





_ Page 450, line 3, for bis read their. 
452, — 38, — im read emerfton. 
513, — 20, — with fome read in the fame, 
—< read feat. ) 
— Respscr read Rerort. d 
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PREFACE, 














\ FTER a labour as long as the fiege of Troy, we 

have again to addrefs our readers in our periodi- 
cal recapitulation. Twenty volumes now bear wit- 
nefs to our efforts in defence of all that we hold 
to be found in politics, or venerable in religion. 
We have feen, 1n part, the triumph of our caufe; for 
Jacobinifm has been, by its own atrocioufnets, ex- 
pofed to univerfal deteftation*®; and, though fnfide- 
Jiry is not fo openly difyraced, it has, we truift, lefs 
influence, and muchlefs power, than when it proceeded 
hand in hand withan ally fo very formidable. 

How long it may be before malignant paflions will 
ceafe to reproduce the evils, which folly icfelf muft 
have learned to eftimate, it is not poflible to forelee ; 
that the time is not yet arrived in the Britith empire, 
feveral fymptoms, difplayed in various parts, during 
the late elections, may ferve fufficiently to- prove, 
The volunteers of Literature muft not therefore be dif- 
banded. Without wielding any arms of ottence, they 
may fland, to keep due watch in the garrifon of the 
conttitution ; well knowing, that a falfe and prema- 
ture fecurity is often more deftructive than the utmott 
rage of conilict, 


* Jo France, rhe liberty of the Revolution, which was Jacobinifm, 
is now thus f{poken of. ‘' Le peuple eft degoare de Ja liberté; oui, 
nous le croyons fans peine, de cette liberté que la plipart d’entre vous 
cherchoient a lui donner; de cette liberte qui fe fonda tur les principes 
d'une folle demociatie, qui exagéra tdus les droits, oublia tous les de- 
soirs, admit le crime pour le moyen, des bourreaux pour apotres,” &e. 

Camille Jourdan, V raj Sens du Vote national. , 


a 2 Divi- 





























4 











sith Net Bite, wee 


PREFACE, 


DIVINITY. 


While infidels refufe to fee the proofs of Chrifti- 
anity which offer themfelves to every eye, the ftudious 
enquirer, who divefts his mind of antichriftian preju- 
dices, finds new arguments, on every fide, to fupport 
and illuftrate the truth. Mr. Maltty has, with great 
acutenefs, collected 2ufrations* of the Truth of our 
Religion, from ecral topics, either overlooked or 
impe erfectly difcufled by others. His book is the 
production of a liberal fcholar, and a diligent reader, 
and muft be received with pleafure by thofe of con- 
genial difpofitions. More calculated for general, 
and almoft univerfal benefit, are the impreflive Lece 
jures of the Biybop of Londont ; a fifth edition of which 
is now proving, that they have not excited merely a 
temporary attention, but alfo that permanent regard to 
which they are fo well entitled. Of ve: primary 

value, though of no confiderable bulk, is Mr. (Vord/~ 
worth’s book, entitled Six Letters to Granville Sharp, 
Efy.t Wecannot conceive a perfon in any degree 
deferving the title of a biblical critic, to whom the 
difcuffion purfued in thofe Letters can appear of lefs 
than the higheft importance ; and the induftry, acute- 
nefs, and candour evinced in the Letters themfelves, 
undeniably prove the writer to be capable of doing 
yuttice to any tafk, however arduous. The Apoito. 
lical Epiftles have received from Mr. Roberts an il- 
Juftration of a new kind. He has difpofed them, as 
far as was poflible, in the form of a Harmony§; thus 

caufing them to illuftrate one another, by bringing 
into comparifon paflages of a fimilar nature. The 
labour beftowed upon this work is very creditable to 
its author. The £/ucidation of the Common Prayer, the 
firft volume of which was noticed fome time paft]], has 
been lately continued by Mr. Shepherd, in a fecond vo- 


* No. I. p. 44. + No. I. p. 125; No. IIf. p. 298. 
$ No, J. p. ts. § No. IV. p. 418. | Vol. x. p. 388. 
Jume, 
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lume*, but is not yet completed. It is a work of 
merit and utility ; having more that is neceflary, and 
lefs that is fuperfluous, than any other of the kind. 
As a book, combining claffical knowledge with that of 
divinity, and tending to conduct the reader with plea- 
fure from the one to the other ftudy, Dr. Popbam’s Ex 
traés from the Pentateuch deferve our commendationf. 
A difficulty, which to a few writers has appeared for- 
midable, is folved by Mr. Nifbett, in his book on the 
Coming of the Meffiabt, in which, if there is any fault, 
itis more allied to a fuperabundance than a deficiency 
of argument. A reprinted tract of the late Mr. Ro- 
theram on Faiib§, provides a {trong, and, at this period, 
a feafonable antidote againft the errors daily broached, 
on that important fubject: and the recommen- 
dation of the excellent Society for promoting 
Chriftian Knowledge will, we truft, attract attention 
toit. Mr. De Luc’s Letters on Chriftianity|, deferve 
to find a circulation here, as well as on the Continent. 
The character of the writer is well known in this 
country, to thofe whofe recommendation ought to 
have the greateft weight. A volunteer miffionary in 
Pruffia, he now contends, at an advanced age, for that 
facred caufe, which, in fome parts of the Continent, 
has, we fear, more aflailants than able advocates. 
We pafs now to volumes of collected Sermons, of 
which we have had feveral lately before us of very pro. 
minent merit. Mr. Plumptre’s Chriflian GuideG, is a 
volume of plain difcourfes, written on a connected 
plan, and well calculated to lead the hearer or reader, 
fiep by ftep, to a found and general knowledge of the 
leading principles of Chriftian Faith. The Sermons 
of Dr. Randolph of Bath**, after being zealoufly ad- 
mired by congregations well qualified to judge, are 
candidates for the more diffufive celebrity which the 
prefs is able to confer. The former fuccefs is proba- 


* No. III. p. 308. + Ib. 289. t No. V. p. 541. 
& No, VI. p. 683. | Lettres fur le Chrifiiani/me, No. 1V. Pp. 3516 
% No, IV. p, 440. **® No. I. p. 83. 
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bly a fufficient pledge for the latter. Fiom Bath a 
Poe ceded the Difcour/es of Mr, Daubeny*, on the con- 
eétion berween the Oldand New Teftament ; a fub- 
sett of importance, neglected by too many Chriftians, 
but ef Tential tO their taith, and here moft ably en- 
forced. Of the Bifhop of He reford’st Sermons, which 
the venerable author had flyled pofthumous, we were 
fortunate enough to make mention, while it was yet 
poflible for him to know of our teftimony to his me- 
rit. Whether at that late period he retained his fenfi~ 
bility for any praife, but that 
Which lives and fpreads abroad, by thofe pure eyes 
And perfect witnefs of all-judging Jove, 


we know not; but when to do juflice, is alfo to have 
a chance of siving pleafure, we have naturally a livelier 
ftimulus than atother times. From Scotland, whence 
many good Sermons have come, we havea refpectable 
volume, the production of Dr. Mackenztef, of Port- 
Patrick. The livelinefs and energy of his reafonings 
Jed us to dwell with pleafure on his difcourfes ; and 
to overlook fome trifling defects of language, arifing 
trom local habits. 

We come, in the third place, to fingle difcourfes ; 
whether from the F pilcopal Chair or from the Pulpit ; 
in the former of whtch clafles, our attention is imme- 
diately called to the primary Charge of the learned 
and able Brflop of Oxfora§. The topics chofen by the 
Bifhop are partly { general, relating to the characteriftics 
of the times, and parth reftricted to the immediate 
concerns of our national Church, Refpecting both, 
he [peaks in a {tyle at once full and comprefied, acute 
and energetic ; calculated to command not only the 
attent! er ‘of hisc lergy, but the aftent and approbation 
ef all wi 10, with unprejudiced minds, fhall perufe his 
forcible addrefs. Among Sermons on public occa~ 
fans, we have not often met with one fo excellent as 


* NoIV.p. 390. = + NoV 
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Dp. Vincent, now Dean of Weftminfier*, preached before 
the Houfe of Commons, on the day of the thankfgiving 
for peace. The advancement of men fo qualified to 
inftruct, by precept and example, is a real triumph to 
religion. Wherever weturn, in the united kingdom, 
we find pleafing proofs of the ability and learning of 
preachers. In Scotland, two public Societies have 
received additional celebrity from the Minifters ap- 
pointed to fill their pulpits. The Society incorpo- 
rated for the Sons of the Scottifh Clergy, from the 
Difcourfe of Dr. Finlayfont ; and the Society for pro- 
pagating Chriftian Knowledge, from the Sermon of 
Dr. Lawrence Brown; the former treating of the 
utility of preaching, the latter on the danger of in- 
difference to religion. In Ireland, Dr. Magee§, draw- 
ing juft and awful reflections from the death of the 
late eminent Chancellor, has produced an interefting 
difcourfe. The juftice he renders to the character of 
Lord Clare, and the admonitions he deduces from 
his death, both tend to increafe that which was not 
the object of the Sermon, his own well-merited fame. 
In preaching for the Magdalen Charity, the Dean of 
Brifiol || has ufefully reproved the relaxation of pub- 
lic manners, and marked the dangers that arife from 
admitting even the firft approaches to corruption. 
At the confecration of the Bifhop of Rochefter, Dr. 
Fofler, of } Eton College, preached, ahd has fince 
publifhed, a difcourfe, in which, while he juftifies 
eftablifhments in general, he pays the tribute of a 
faithful fon to that under which we live. Mr. Pear. 
Jon's Sermon on the Sin of Schi/m** is one of thofe vi- 
gorous remon{trances which, if argument ever con- 
quered prepofleffion, might be expected to produce 
extenfive benefit. We have other works of this able 
author before us, which wait rather for their relative 
place with refpect to other publications, than for the 


* No. I. p. 81. + No. I. p. 66. t No. III. p. 326. 


§ No. Il. p. zor. | No. V. p. 560, @ No. VI, p. 681. 
** No, II. p. 202. 
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determination of our judgment refpecting them. 
We have had occafion to notice three Sermons by 
Mr. Partridge, of Bofton*, all ufeful in defign, and 
not lefs fuccefsful in performance. By a Sermon in 
favour of Sunday Schools, Mr. 8. Clapbamt has again 
deferved the commendations which we give with 
pleafure to defert; a reward he has frequently 
achieved, and, we truft, will continue to claim. Latft- 
ly, Mr. Efilin, by an argumentative and ‘learned Ser- 
mon on the Sabbath, has ably combated a diffent, 
which reafonable diffenters cannot poffibly approve. 
Before we clofe the article of Divinity, we fhall 
venture to make an exception to our general rules, 
by calling the attention of our readers, not to a work 
reviewed, but to the'critique in which it has been 
oppofed. Our remarks upon the Antichriftian annota- 
tions of Dr. Geddes on the Bible occupy eight fuc- 
ceflive numbers$ of this Review; and will be found, 
we believe, to contain the beft antidote that has yet 
been provided againft that moft dangerous work. 
More we forbear to fay ; but thus far, for the fake of 


public utility, we have ventured to deviate from our 
ordinary plan. 


NMoRALITY. 


In our preceding Preface, we placed in this clafs 
the firft volume of Adi/s Hamiilton’s Letters on Fduca- 
tion; the fecond!, which we have fince noticed, 
fhould therefore have a fimilar fituation. The Let- 
ters, with a few exceptions, deferve confiderable 
praife; and have excited, we believe, an attention pro- 
portioned to their merit. From a political tract of 
much value, Mr. Bow/es has felected, and feparately 
publifhed, his Remarks on Female Manners9; in 


* No. IV, p- 437 > V. 561 ; VI. 682. + No. lV. P- 437° 
t No. Il. p. 206. § See vol, xix. pp. 1, 134, 283, 343, 
$24, 623; alfo Vol, xx. No. I. p. 53; and No. Il, p. 165. 
} No. V. p. 477. @ No. IV. p. 444. 
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vil 


a which he gives fuch admonitions as the fafhions ex- 


4 tort, on that far from unimportant fubject. 
: 6 Law. 
; : It is with pleafure that we commence this clafs at 
f : prefent, with a laborious and valuabie compilation of 
, : a learned author, now defervedly in the fituation of a 
. Judge, at Madras. This is Mr. Grerllim’s work on 
> i the Laws and Cafes of Tithes*. It amounts to four 
< volumes, and is acknowledged to be an important ac- 
ceffion to the profeflional library. Other legal 
, works of equal importance have not lately come be- 
. fore us. We have, however, to mention Mr. Peake's 
i % Compendium of the Law of Evidencet, a book of merit, 
. | which has illuftrated, though it has not exhauft- 


ed, that fubject of daily recurrence. Of a more 
confined nature is the learned treatife of Mr. Addott, 
on the Law relating to Merchant Shipst; it is, how- 
ever, a found and ufeful work. That much-agitated 


er we 
<add ES 


f fubject, the Poor Laws, has lately employed the pea 
of Mr. H. B. Dudley§, who, as an active magiftrate in 
: Effex, has had many opportunities of Knowing their 
‘ operation, and afcertaining their defects. It is, how- 
! ever, a fubject to which hitherto no fagacity has 
4 proved fully equal. Other remarks on ic we have 
S : lately feen, but little worthy of notice. 
- 4 While the intended Bill for regulating the Refi- 
4 : dence of the parochial Clergy remains in fufpence, 
- 3 they who feel an intereft in the queftion will do 
e 3 well to confider with attention the facts, ftatements, 
- - and reafonings laid before the public in the Speech of 
f 4 Sir William Scoti|. We felt it a point of duty to 
y 3 give the beft analyfis we could form of it; but to the 
n 4 Speech itfelf every one fhould have recourfe, who 
a wifhes to be fully informed. On a matter fo com- 
‘ 4 
je A * No. I. p. 13. + No. IV, p. 427. tt No, VI. p. 661. 
a : $ No, Lp. 88, No. Lf!. p. 261. 
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plexvand difficult, there will be many difcordant opi~ 


‘nions; but that fuch a bufinefs could not be com- 


mitted to better hands few will hefitate to pronounce. 
Mr. Hook's tra&, entitled Anguts in heréa*, relates to 
the fame queftion; but is rather a vindication of the 
clergy agabaft fome particular calumnies, than a dif- 
cuffion of the g@eral topic. A well-intended tract, 
on the fabject of Drlapidations, comprifed in Six Lets 
terst, may conclude our prefent account of books cons 
nected with che fubject of Law. 


PoLirTics. 


In this clafs, many confiderations unite at prefent, 
to give the firft place to a work originally foreign. 
Mr. Gentz’s book, on the State of Europe, before and af 
ter the French Revolutiont, written in anfwer to the 
profligate and impudent tra& of Hautertve§, is in it- 
ielf 2 moft argumentative and mafterly performance; 
and ts rendered {till more valuable in the Englifh tran{- 
jation, by the Preface of Mr. Herries, the tranflator, de- 
fending the Navigation Act and the Maritime Law of 
England. To have found fo juft and powerful an ad- 
vocate for Great Britain in the court of Pruffia, is an 
advantage beyond expectation; and if any thing can 
open the eyes of Europe ta the impofitions and falfe~ 
hoods of France, it muft be the intervention of fome 
neutral reafoner, like Mr. Gentz, with fagacity to 
diftinguifh, and courage to declare, the real ftate of 
facts. Mr. Rofe’s publication on the Civil Lif|| is, vir- 
tually, an official document, clear and fatisfactory in its 
ftatements, and cogent in its reafonings. On the 
more general topic of finance, Adr. D. Wakefield’ s 
anfwer to M/r. Morgan’s Comparative View, is a tract 
of great ability. A part of his confiderations, which 
had been borrowed from us, we thought it right to re- 


* No. II. p. 207. + No. I. p. 06. t No. IV. p. 403; 
V. 524; VI.628. —  § Entitled ** rat de la France a bo fn de 
Sdn Vill,” | No, U. pe 213. Z No, IV. p.354-_ 
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claim; but the liberal ftyle of his reply * convinced 
us, that he was ready to acknowledge whatever he 
thought it expedient to borrow. The Peace long oc- 
cupied the attention of political writers; but its pro~ 
bable effeé?s on the commerce of this country have not, 
we believe, been better calculated, than in a pamphlet 
which we noticed in October laftt. This writer was 
well fatished with the ftate and afpect of things. 
Not fo Lord Grenville; who, in a Speecht of great 
ability, attacked in particular the Convention with 
Ruffia, and fpoke of many impending evils, which we 
truft will be averted. The well-exercifed pen of 
Mr. Bowles has appealed with force tothe public, 
againft the unqualified panegyric on the late Duke of 
Bedford§ ; and againft the fymptoms of Jacobinifm 
which fhowed themfelves during the general elec- 
tion!. That pure and genuine Jacobinifm fhould 
ekift’in Europe, after the dreadful experience of its 
tendencies in France, would not be eredible, had it 
not at the fame time been proved to originate, not fo 
much in error of underftanding, as in malignity of 
foul. Mr. Capper’s Statiftical trakY, will be found to 
contain fome ftatements deferving of attention, and 
if not to be received with implicit confidence, may 
yet be confulted with advantage. 


Hisrory. 


After proceeding with Mr. Maurice through the 
laborious refearches of his Ancient Hiflory and Anté- 
guities of Hindoflan, we have feen’ him commence 4 
more popular career in his Modern Hiffory of the fame 
regions**, The firft volume is already completed, 
¢earrying the chain of events nearly to the clofe of the 
fourteenth century ; that is, exactly to the point where 
the moft interefting part of the fubject commences. 


* See No. V. p. 683. + No.IV.p.441. t+ No. IV, p, 367- 

§ No. I. p. 93; LI. 331. | No. V. p. §43- 4 No. 1. p. 84. 
°° No. I. p.1; ¥.479> 
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The enterprifes of the European nations in India, and 
more efpecially the rife and progrefs of the Britifh 
Empire in that country, will excite the livelieft atten- 
tion; and will reward, it may be hoped, the efforts of 
the hiftorian. A work of actual and eager intereft, is 
the narrative of the Briti/b Expedition in Egypt, written 
by Sir Robert Wilfon*. With the unaffected energy 
of a foldier, this author does juftice to the achieve- 
ments of the Britith forces, repels the calumnies of the 
enemy, and fhows ia their true light fome tranfactions, 
over which partial hiftory will endeavour in vain to 
throw a veil. The falfe ftatements of Regnier, refpect- 
ing the fame campaign, are alfo combated in a fepa- 
rate tract, by an officer who withholds his name. A 
very different account of Egypt has been the fubject 
of Profeffor White’s labours. ‘The Arabic Compendium 
of dbdollatif t, has received from that profound fcho- 
lar {uch illuftrations, as few others are qualified to give; 
and the means of comparifon between the ancient ftate 
of that country and the prefent, are thus prefented to 
the public. The Britifh Expediton to Holland, though 
from circumftances lefs {plendid than that to Egypt, 
deferved in many refpects to find a faithful hiftorian ; 
and found it, we conceive,in Dr. Wal/h. His Narra- 
five§, though not the record of triumphs, is full of 
intereft from a different caufe; and we feel for 
the foldier in his difficulties, not lefs than we par- 
ticipate in his fucceffes. The Elements of General 
Hiflory, as given in the two volumes of Mr. Tyiler|, 
lead the reader by the hand through many ages and 
countrics. To abridge is not difficult; buttoabridge 
with tafte and {pirit is a talent far from common. 
As thefe Lectures illuftrate Civil Hiftory, fo the fame 
fervice would have been rendered to Ecclediaftical 
Hiftory by thofe of Dr. G. Campbell4, had he been 
as Cautious or as candid in that work, as he was in his 
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other productions; or had not thofe LeCtures paffed 
through other hands, in their progrefs to the public 
eye. That they contain paffages unworthy of the 
general character of the author, we have fhown in the 
proper place. 


BrioGRAPHY. 


The revivers of European literature are themfelves 
reviving in new f{plendour, by the labours of Englith 
biographers. Poggio, feverely cenfured by fome wri- 
ters, but certainly a zealous benefactor to letters, has 
received vindication and applaufe, from the pen of 
Mr. Shepherd*, who, emulating the fame of Mr. 
Rofcoe, has produced a literary life, introductory, in 
point of time, to the Lorenzo of that author. Mr. 
Churton, known by fome valuable publications in Di- 
vinity, has lately publifhed the Lives of the principal 
Founders of Brazen-Nofe College, Oxfordt. Such 
benefactors to mankind as Bifhop Smyth, and Sir Rich- 
ard Sutton, certainly are fubjects well deferving the ce- 
lebration of a learned biographer. The melancholy 
cataftrophe of the life of the unfortunate Louis XVI. 
has appeared in Italian, at an Englifh prefs} ; partly 
tranflated from the affecting narrative of Clery, and 
partly augmented by original information, obtained 
from Mr. Edgeworth. ‘There are few invented Tra- 
gedies in any degree fo affecting, as the real anecdotes 
of that Royal Sufferer and his Family. 


ANTIQUITIES. 


The antiquities of language being as well worthy of 
notice as thofe of buildings, habits, or manners, we 
fhall begin this article with Mr. (now Dr.) Leyden’s 
republication of an ancient tract, entitled “ the Com~ 
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playnt of Scotland*.” The Differtation and Gloffagy 
are the very creditable refult of much inveftigation 
into the earlier language of Scotland; and are in all 
refpeéts honourable to the talents and fagacity of the 
author. Curiofity has been but feldom directed, for a 
confiderable time paft, to the hiftory of the Monaftic 
Orders, which have been confidered as but little 
worthy of enquiry. Mr. Fofbrook, therefore, has found 
a field almoft untouched, in tracing the manners and 
cuftoms of the Nuns and Monks of England. His 
book, entitled Britis Monachi/mt, records much, that 
without his aid would have been in imminent danger 
of oblivion. Londinium Redivivumy, by Mr. Malcolin, 
is perhaps ftrily a topographical book; but, as its 
materials are chiefly ancient,.it may here be mention- 
ed with almoft equal propriety. The profecution of 
this work will be defired by many curious readers, 
A more familiar work, and in many refpects pleafing, 
may laftly be mentioned, Sir H. Englefield’s walk 
through Sou/bampton§. Both the pen and the pencil 
have here been exercifed by the.ingemious author. 


TRAVELS. 


Our perpetual race with travellers continues, and 
it may fecm, that we cannot read fo faft as they can 
print; but it muft be confidered that we have variety 
to confult, and that, “* toujours perdrix’? will anfwer 
lefs for periodical works, than for any other produc- 
tions of the prefs. Ar. Sauer’s Expedition to the 
Northern Parts of Ruffial, has much in it of amufe- 
ment, and much of information. From the two 

arts of our article upon it, the character of it may 
fully be deduced, and it cannot be otherwife than 
favourable. Mr. (Volff's Sketches and Obfervations$, 


* No. I. p. 8. + No. IL. p. 112. ~ No. V. p. 504. 
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have in them more of livelinefs than of folidity; 
they contain, however, much entertaining matter. 
If to fail with the Britifh fleet to one of its moft 
glorious {cenes of action, be a legitimate claim to at- 
tention, Mr. C. Willyams will not want readers for his 
Voyage up the Mediterranean*, The battle of the 
Nile is an incident not eafily paralleled ; and this tra- 
veller calls the pericil to his aid, when defcription 
-feems to be inadequate. To penetrate into the un- 
known regions of Africa, has been for fome years a 
primary object of ambition, and the Miffionaries 
of Geography have, in this purfuit, almoft rivalled the 
Miffionaries of Religion, in courage. The fuccefs of 
Mr. Hornemant, now in Africa, has already been con- 
fiderable, and promifes to be {till more complete. 
There are fome who would have him a real miffionary, 
and object to his pretended Mohammedanifm, as 2 
heavy crime ; but it is one thing to renounce Chrifti. 
anity entirely, for worldly purpofes, and anorher to 
conceal the profeflion of it for a temporary purpofe, 
The one is.apoftacy and fhame, the other feems 
to rank with modes of difguife in general; and 
though we may praife the zeal, we cannot admire 
the judgment, of thofe ‘who are offended at ir. 
4 A Voyage to the Fajfl-Indies, by Fra Paoltnoy, has 
4 been prefented to us in Englifh, and is well cal- 

culated to attract the Britifh reader. The illuftra. 

tions of Dr. Reinhold Fofter, are a material addition 

ta its value. But much more fingular expeditions 

have been defcribed by Sir Alexander Mackenzie, whofe 

Voyayes from Monireal§ demanded every refource that 

courage, patience, and ingenuity, could poffibly fup. 

ply. To have penetrated ‘to the Northern and the 

Veftern Seas, through the barbarous regions of Ame- 

rica, is to have done what, in fuggettion, would have 

been thought romantic and impracticable. Mr. Coxe's 
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well-known Travels in Swifferland* have received fome 
late additions, hiftorical rather than topographical; but 
fuch as were required to complete the author’s plan. 


PHILOSOPHY. 


While the Traveller examines the divifions of the 
earth, and defcribes their inhabitants, he is clofely 
followed by the Philofopher, who fcrutinizes its pro- 
ductions, and endeavours to afcertain their nature. 
The philofopher aifumes various names, according to 
the various objects of his purfuit; he is at one time a 
chemift, at another a botanift; or perhaps.an aftrono- 
mer, or a natural hiftorian, as heh happens to attend to 
the different branches of natural knowledge: tous it 
is at prefent convenient to amalgamate thofe various 
diftinctions under the general name. 

To watch and to record the general progrefs of 
Philofophy, was the plan of the Annals publithed by 
the late Dr. Garnett: the continuation of his plan 
will be a tribute to his memory, which we truft will 
be duly paid. On the fubject of Aftronomy, we have 
lately had two ufeful works before us; that of Mr. 
O. Gregory{, which, though demonftrated on mathe- 
matical principles, is thrown intoa popular form: and 
that of Profeffor Vince§, which is an abridgment of his 
larger work on the fame fubject, intended as an ele- 
mentary introduction for ftudents. The fame learned 
and able Profeffor has given an elementary work on Hy- 
droflatics||, and, in conjunction with Mr. Wood of the 
the fame Univerfityq, has completed a fet of philo- 
fophical introductions for academical ufe, the account 
of which will be found in various parts of our late 
voluines. The Tran/facions of the Royal Society of 
London, muft always deferve a confpicuous place in 
a philofophical claifification ; the account of the fe- 
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cond part for the year 1801, will be found at large in 
our prefent volume*. Works of inferior note, yet 
well deferving of mention in this clafs, are the Pre- 
dromus Lepidopterorum ¢ Britannicorum ; the Elements of 
Natural Hiftoryt,a moft ufeful fynopfis of Britifh pro- 
ductions, in the fix principal claffes of nature; and a 
fmall but fenfible traét, by a Mr. Fenwick, on Pradvi- 
cal Mathematics§.. A curious memoir, on the natural 
hiftory of man, appears in M. /tard’s account of the 
Kducation of a Savagell, tending to fhow, as many 
other proofs confpire to do, how neceflary language 
is to the devalopement of the human intellect. 


MEDICINE. 


Nothing can be more intimate than the connection 
between medical and philofophical fcience. In this, 
however, and the branches connected with it, we have 
not at prefent much to notice that appears important.: 
The credit juftly attached to the name of the late 
Dr. G. Fordyce, attracts attention to a pofthumious 
Differtation on Fever§, the fourth which he pro- 
duced. The utility of his labotirs on this fubject 
will ever be acknowledged, though even his talents 
and experience could not, by any means, remove. its 
difficulties. Dr. Thornton’s Fafés**, refpecting the Cow. 
Pox, tend materially to augment the growing evidence 
in favour of its inoculation. Of fuch collective works 
as Dr. Thomas’s Modern Praftice of Phyfictt, and Mr, 
J. Bell’s Principles of Surgery{{, the chief recom- 
mendations ought. to be accuracy, Ccomprehenfivencfs, 
and cheapnefs; the latter quality cannot be attributed 
to either of thefe books; but, particularly not to the 
fecond, which, by fuperfluous and ill-placed magni- 


* No, II. p.272; 1V. 380. +No. II. p.211 $ No V, 
P> 549. § No. VI. p. 694. | No. V. p. 575. q@ No, V. 
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ficence, is rendered heavilyexpenfive. <A tract on the 
Morbid Affeéfions of the Knee-‘foint, does honour to the 
profeffional knowledge of its author, Mr. Kuffell* ; 
and here we muft clofe-our account of prodyctions, 
unlefs we may add to the lift, Mr. Blaine’s work on 
Veterinary Medicanet. The attention lately paid by 
fcientific men to the application of medicine and 
furgery tothe cure of animals, promifes the moft rapid 
improvement in that line of practice. 

Two works of foreign origin may be fubjoined to 
this enumeration ; thele are, the Medical and Phvfical 
Memoirs of Dr. Caldwell, an American Phyficiang, 
and the treatife on the Brunonian Syftem, by Dr. 
Pfaff§, a Profefior of Medicine in.Germany. The 
Jatter is particularly valuable, not only as containing a 
correct view of Brown’s Sy{tem, bur alfo an examina- 
tion of it, upon principles of found reafon, of which 
it is not found to ftand the teft. Men more attached 
to truth than theory, have long perceived this in 
England; the fuffrage of the German practitioner 
may probably open more eyes. . 


PoETRY. 


From the walks of Science to the flights of Fancy, 
is a tranfition which many will be glad to make with 
us. Nor fhall we conduct them at prefent to a fcanty 
fiore of entertainment; our articles of this kind be- 
ing fo numerous, that we muft fubdivide the clafs ta 
give it perfpicuity, -Firft, then, for volumes of ori- 
ginal Poctry. The verfes of the Poet Laureat, pro- 
duced near S/oke Park, claim the firft place in this 
enumeration. ‘They are mifcellancous, and highl 
pleafing. The Verfes focial and domeftic, by Mr. G. 
Draummondq, exhibit an agreeable application of poetry 
to the retired {cenes and- private affections of life, 


* No. V. p. 500. + No. IV. p. 422. ¢ No. I. p. 41. 
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To Mr. G. Dyer’s* Mufe we have nothing to object, 
except when a particular topic ftrikes her view, 
Thefe partial affections of ingenious minds are not 
uncommon. But ladies more particularly demand 
our notice in the compafs of the prefent volume. 
Mrs. ¥. Hunter}, in this elegant train, is honourably 
confpicuous; and almoft every reader will find in 
her collection, that he had admired the effufions of 
her genius, before he knew from whom they came. 
In the pathetic {tyle of compofition, Mrs. Opief alfo 
claims to be remarked. We have cited a Poem 
from her, which, if fhe ever furpaffes, fhe will be 
more fortunate than moft writers are. As a third 
poetefs, we muft not omit to mention A1ifs Waits$; 
her collection, though not entirely her own, derives 
its chief luftre from. her pen. The Metric al Mi/cel- 
fany| alfo proceeds from a female editor, Mrs. Rid- 
dell, and has many original beauties fupplied by 
her own talents. Other ladies are alfo diftin- 
guifhed by excurfions. of the trueft genius, in the 
fame collection. But we muft return to male poe- 
try, in which an eminent place ‘is due to an ano- 
nymous writer, whofe volume is ftyled Wallace, 
irom the principal Poem it contains. If it is afked, 
why we refer thefe compofitions to one fex rather 
than the other, many reafons might be given; but 
among them, the tranflations from Greek authors, 
which eccur in the collection, That this is not» de- 
cifive, we allow; but it # a corroboration. ‘The 
Poems of Mr, Wrangham**, long printed, and lately 
publithed, are not uncredit: ible to him. A {mall vo- 
lume, by Mr. Colman, bearing he jculer title of Broad 
Grinstt, is lefs than half mew; the reft was publithed 
by himielt a tew years paft. 

Ot {maller productions, we muft by no means pafs 
in filence Mr. Anfley’s fecond Part of the Pleader’s 


* No. LU, pe £20. + No. lV. P- 409. t No. V.p. ¢¢ 3- 
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Guide*. It happily fupports the fpirit of the former 
Part, and completes the ftory ina manner highly fa- 
tisfactory. The Caledonian Herd-Boy, by D. Servtcet, 
is the production of ‘an uneducated youth; and, as [7 
fuch, deferves the notice of thofe who think the cir- 
cumftances of the writer of more confequence than 
the perfection of the work. 

The School for SatireE is a felcétion of Poems, of 
: which a very4mall part is at prefent new: and the Poe- 
| & tical Regifler§, amidft much various matter, has many 
|g Poems now firft embodied in a regular collection. 





As a poetical tranflation, Mr. Adoore’s Anacreon 
2 muft not clafs with thofe which are fcrupuloufly exact, 
| but rather with fuch as are elegantly paraphraftical. 
fh But Mr. Gifford’s FuvenalG exhibits a moft arduous 
i.) tafk, performed in a moft mafterly ftyle. To tranf- 
es late Juvenal with fuccefs, is to preferve vigour unim- 
; paired, to illuftrate with grace, and fometimes to con- 
ceal without mutilating; occafionally to rife to gran- 
deur of thought, to transfufe a fubtile wit, and always 
| to maintain a dignity of ftyle. Tried by theie tefts, - 
| the Juvenal of Mr, Gifford commands an applaufe, 
which we have given, and now repeat with fatisfac- 
ia tion. 








DRAMATIC, 





The acceffions to the drama in our prefent volume 
confilt chiefly of Plays: which have not been intro- ~ 
duced to the ftage. To this clafs belongs Mi/s Ff. | 
Baillie’s fecond volume**; the picture of paffion drawn 
by genius. Thefe Plays, with every thing that can ~ 
be alledged in diminution of their merit, are a bright 
hght in the midft of a general dramatic darknefs. ~ 
With no {mall fkill and talent, Mr. Sotbeby has con- 
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trived to dramatize the Tale of Oderon*; making, at 
the fame time, a bold effort to adapt the ftory of 
Orefles to the teelings of modern times. The Bedox- 
ins, by Mr. Irwint, contains an oriental picture, 
drawn by-one who has feen the original, and therefore 
may be expected to draw with truth. The Tragedy 
of Alfonfot has been tried on the London ftage, and 
not without fuccefs. The author fays, it 1s the beft 
he can produce. To us it manifeftly appears the 
firft fruits of a Genius really tragic, and an earneft of 
much better productions, fhould that Genius be ma- 
tured by practice and judicious cultivation. 


LANGUAGES. 


Several Grammars and Dictionaries have lately 
claimed our notice; among which, we {hall here 
mention three, relating to the Oriental tongues. Mr. 
Gilchrif?’s Anti- Fargonift§, is a judicious introduction to 
the common language of Hindoftan. Mr. Lebedeff’s 
publication of the fame kind|] profeffes much more ; 
but the comparative eftimate of them muft be left to 
thofe who have ftudied the dialects of Bengal. 4 
Grammar of the Malay TongueG has alfo been provided 


for thofe whole commercial occafions may re- 


uire it. 
; A portable Engtifh Dictionary, by Mr. Fulion**, 
feemed to us entitled to commendation. The author 
has paid particular attention to pronunciation, and 
apparently with more fuccefs than moft of his prede- 
ceffors. 


MiscELLANIES. 


A few works united under this vague defcriptiétm 
will clofe our prefent labour: and here let us give 


* No. I. p. 62. # No. 1V. p. 433. t No. V.p. 558. 
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the preference of place to the collected works of that 
general favourite Gold/mib*, with a Life of him, con- 
veying much of novel information. Mr. Graves’s 
mifcellaneous volume, entitled Senilitiest, fhows us 
an author ftill capable of amufing others, at a period 
of life when men in general depend on the activity of 
younger minds to exhilarate their hours of relaxation. 
The pojthumous Letters of Dr. Berdinore, on Literary 
Refemblancet. do fome credit to his acutenefs, at the 
expence of a more pleating quality; bur the three 
Difcourfes of an anonymous author, delivered at a 
County Book Clul§, fhow us literature in one of its 
moft amiable forms. The Ejay on Irie Bulls, by the 
houfe of Edgeworth|, has in it many amufing paf- 
fages; but nothing» more amufing than the practi- 
cal bull conveyed in the entire tenor of its con- 
eluding chapter, which completely overturns the 
whole argument of the book. Dr. Lettfom’s Hints] 
to promote Benevolence, will probably have the full 
effect defigned by the author; fince nothing ean be 
more cafy, than to inculcate a virtue to thofe who are 
by nature filled with {trong propentfities to practife 
it. The Sketches of Phyfiognomy, afcribed to Lavater**, 
are like the reft of his productions, curious and amuf- 
ing; that they will ever be found productive of real 
ule, is more than we can venture to promife. A work, 
profeiledly improved from Llarwood, by Vr. T. F. Dib- 
dintt, as an introduction to the ec ‘pit of the Greek 
and Roman Clailics, will certainly be found convenient 
to many flude Dts, oad the refore Osferves encourage- 
ment. Ehe // codland CompanionYf, a con mpendium of 
much that is ufeful in Dr. Hunter’s admirable edi- 
tion of the Sy/va, will be fought by thofe to whom 
the purchafe ot the larger work may be formidable, 


Mile fome knowledge of the fubject is defirable or 


neceflary. A tranflated work trom M. Beaujour, on 
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the Commerce of Greece*, puts our merchants in poffef- 
fion of a ftore of obfervations, intended originally for 
thoie of France. We truft that fuch hints as are ufe- 
ful will be turned to a juft ‘advantage. From Spain 
we have feldom any literary importation ; but the 
Teforo Efpaiol ot Mr. Foffet is fufficient to prove, that 
the Spanifh language is not without its treafures ; 
though in literature, as well as in commerce, the Spa- 
niards feem more inclined to draw riches from the 
old mines, than to open new veins of difcovery, 

Here then, reader, let us once more take our leave. 
We have pointed out abundant fources of inftruction 
and amufement; if, in fuch variety, you find it dith- 
cult to be pleafed, you muft, we fear, refemble 
Sterne’s difcontentred traveller, who could go from 
Dan to Beerfheba, and exclaim “ it is all barren!” 


* No. VIL, p. 695 + No. V. p. 578 
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